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SUBVERSIVE INFILTRATION OF RADIO, TELEVISION, 
AND THE ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY 


THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 1952 


UnirEepD STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Security Act 
AND OrHer INTERNAL Security Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:10 a.m., in room 154, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Arthur V. Watkins presiding. 

Present: Senator Watkins. 

Also present: Edward Duffy, Mitchel M. Carter, and Winton H. 
King, investigators. 

Senator Warxins. The committee will be in session. 

Do you have a witness, Mr. Carter? 

Mr. Carter. Yes. The witness is Mr. Sam Levenson. 

Senator Watkins. Will you be sworn. Do you solemnly swear the 
testimony you will give in the matter now pending before the subcom- 
mittee of the Judici ary Committee of the U nited States Senate will 
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God? 

Mr. Levenson. I do so swear. 

Senator Watkins. You may proceed with the examination. 


TESTIMONY OF SAMUEL LEVENSON, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Mr. Durry. Mr. Levenson, would you for the purpose of the record 
recite your name, with any variations of spelling involved, and your 
address. 

Mr. Levenson. The name is Samuel Levenson L-e-v-e-n-s-o-n, 
known also as Sam Levenson, L-e-v-e-n-s-o-n. 1 think those are the 
two names by which I am best known. 

Mr. Durry. And your address? 

Mr. Levenson. My address is 1380 Union Street, Brooklyn. 

Mr. Durry. You are appearing here as a witness this morning 
before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee in response to a 
subpena served upon you, is that correct? 

Mr. Levenson, Yes. 

Mr. Durry. In pr ior discussions and conferences with representa- 
tives of the staff of the subcommittee did you request that you be 
subpenaed to appear before this committee in order to give any in- 
formation that would assist the committee? 
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Mr. Levenson. I requested to appear, entirely voluntary. The 
subpena was explained to me as a matter of form, which I accepted. 
If that is the way of inviting me I am willing to be invited that way, but 
I came here to clear up certain misconceptions which might help you 
and help me. 

Mr. Durry. Very well, sir. 

Would you please give your date and place of birth. 

Mr. Levenson. I was born in Russia. The date of my birth is 
December 28, 1911. My mother brought me here when I was about 
a year old. 

Mr. Durry. Would you please give a brief résumé of your occupa- 
tions? 

Mr. Levenson. My first occupation was school teacher in New 
York City after I was out of college. I taught school until 1946. I 
taught under regular appointment at Abraham Lincoln High School 
and Samuel J. Tilden High School, both in Brooklyn. 

Mr. Durry. Continue with your occupations if you please. 

Mr. Levenson. In 1946 I left the school-teaching profession. I 
resigned and went into the entertainment world. I am now a come- 
dian. 

Mr. Durry. Would you please give a brief résumé of your pro- 
fessional background as a comedian, as a humorist, since your begin- 
ning in the entertainment field in 1946? 

Mr. Levenson. I started out in this business as what you call a 
one-night stand performer. I used to give these little sessions of 
humor running approximately a half hour to an hour. On one-night 
stands in show business you may play at community centers, after- 
dinner speaking, women’s clubs, luncheons, all over the country, until 
1949. I think it was June 1949 that I appeared on television. 

My first show was the Ed Sullivan Toast of the Town show. I 
understand I was quite good. From then on I became a television 
performer. I was on the show called This Is Show Business, sponsored 
by Lucky Strike, and eventually developed my own show sponsored 
by Oldsmobile and later by Tintair, and I am now appearing on the 
panel of the show called This Is Show Business sponsored by Lucky 
Strike, sponsored by the American Tobacco Co., I guess. I also 
have a show for which I have no sponsor and would be very grateful 
for one. 

Mr. Durry. Were you employed by the New York Daily Compass 
newspaper? 

Mr. Levenson. I was. 

Mr. Durry. Would you elaborate on that please? 

Mr. Levenson. I started with the paper. Mr. Ted Thackery, who 
was the editor of the paper, approved me because he told me he had 
read articles of mine written for a B’nai B’rith newspaper called the 
Metropolitan Star, an east coast division newspaper sponsored by 
B’nai B’rith, and for 5 years volunteered a column on the paper, a 
column on Jewish life. Apparently it had been brought to his atten- 
tion. Before he organized this paper he called for me. I met him at 
lunch one day, and he said, “How would you like to write a column.” 
He was still on the Post at that time. You see, Mr. Thackery was 
still on the Post. 

Mr. Durry. For the purpose of the record, what date was this? 

Mr. Levenson. I don’t remember when the paper started. 
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Mr. Durry. Roughly. 

Mr. Levenson. 19: 50, limagine. I don’t remember the exact date 
of the first issue. 

Mr. Durry. That is good enough. 

Mr. Levenson. I think it was spring of 1950 that the paper started. 
I asked him what kind of newspaper it was going to be and he said 
it was going to be a liberal newspaper, a daily, that he was going to 
be the editor of, and that he was organizing his staff. I was very 
flattered that anybody would ask me to do a “column on a New York 
newspaper. I saw a good chance for myself, a little publicity and 
fame, and I went along with it. The salary was $75 a week for six 
columns per week. Later on he raised it to $100. 

Mr. Durry. That is a column a day. 

Mr. Levenson. That is right. There was a week-end edition 
which covered Saturday and Sunday. I don’t know what else I can 
tell you except that I did my work at home. I mailed in my columns. 
I rarely—perhaps in the year I worked for them I was at the building 
two or three times to ‘le ‘k up something. 

Mr. Durry. How long were you employed by Mr. Thackery on the 
Daily Compass? 

Mr. Levenson. I worked just about a year. I think it was a little 
short of a year. I resigned of my own accord. 

Mr. Durry. During ‘the time that you were employed by the Daily 
Compass, what was your appraisal of the editorial policy of the paper? 

Mr. Levenson. Let’s put it this way. I will tell you my thoughts 
during the entire period. I began writing for the Compass in all 
sincerity that it was a liberal newspaper as Mr. Thackery said it was 
going to be, and people began to ask me questions w hich disturbed 
me. They said that the paper had a left-wing tinge, and a Com- 
munist tinge, you know. I went to Mr. Thackery. I asked him the 
$64 question. 

Mr. Durry. Meaning by that whether he was a Communist? 

Mr. Levenson. ‘‘Are you a Communist, Mr. Thackery?” Mr. 
Thackery denied it completely and said that, if anything, he had 
difficulty with the Communists. I had no reason to question him. 
I let it go at that. Later on Mr. Paul Dennis, who is a columnist on 
the paper, and I had quiet after-dinner talks about what we were go- 
ing to do about this thing because it wasn’t doing me any good pro- 
fessionally. Paul Dennis and I decided at that time that sooner or 
later we would both leave the paper. Subsequently I left the paper 
and Paul Dennis has also left the paper. 

Mr. Durry. How long after you left the paper did Paul Dennis 
leave? 

Mr. Levenson. I think he must have stayed on about 6 months, I 
am not sure. I can’t speak for him. I don’t remember the dates 
exactly. 

Mr. Durry. In your conversations with Mr. Thackery did he ever 
mention to you that it was his desire to employ some Communists on 
the Daily Compass? 

Mr. Levenson. He never said anything of that kind to me. I 
never had any occasion to discuss that sort of thing with him. 

Mr. Durry. To your knowledge or to the best of your belief did he 
employ Communists on the Daily Compass? 
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Mr. Levenson. I really can’t say, I didn’t know anybody on the 
paper well enough to say, really. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Levenson, let me ask you this: Being a citizen of 
New York, becoming well known in New York City, and knowing 
the undercurrents of intrigue within the entertainment field and at 
least having an exposure to the question of communism as it exists 
in our country today, what do you think is the reputation of the 
New York Daily Compass as a newspaper in the city of New York? 

Mr. Levenson. I think it has a poor reputation. 

Mr. Durry. Do you think it has the reputation of being a Com- 
munist paper? 

Mr. Levenson. A lot of people think so. 

Mr. Durry. Then is it your contention that you felt that your 
association with that paper would lend indication that you were a 
Communist? 

Mr. Levenson. That is right. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Levenson, are you or have you ever been a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Levenson. I have not ever been. Iam not at present, either. 

Mr. Durry. Do you know or do you believe that Mr. Ted Thackery, 
editor of the New York Daily Compass, is or has been a member of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Levenson. I don’t really think he is, and I had no reason to 
doubt his word when I asked him the question. 

Mr. Durry. At least you have no knowledge that he is? 

Mr. Levenson. No; 1 have no knowledge. 

Mr. Durry. From your experience as an employee of the New 
York Daily Compass and from observations that you have made as 
to the policy of the paper either during your employment or since 
terminating your employment do you believe that the New York 
Daily Compass openly and notoriously follows the Communist 
Party line? 

Mr. Levenson. I would say it generally does. I don’t read it 
often enough. 

Mr. Durry. You don’t read it now since you ceased working for 
them? 

Mr. Levenson. No, I honestly don’t. 

Mr. Durry. Do you think that it has the general reputation of 
following the Communist line? | 

Mr. Levenson. I would say it has the general reputation; yes. 

Mr. Durry. And it is in the same general category as the Daily 
Worker, the official Communist paper in New York City? 

Mr. Levenson. I would say pretty close. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Levenson, will you affirm or deny the fact that 
you were a scheduled entertainer under the : auspices of the American 
Labor Party at the Brownsville women’s registration rally at the 
Parkway Theater in Brooklyn, N. Y., on September 27, 1948? First 
of all, were you there? 

Mr. Levenson. I was there. 

Mr. Durry. Is that where your name appeared as Sammy Levin- 
son, L-e-v-i-n-s-o-n? 
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Mr, Levenson. I can tell that by looking at it. I have a photostat 
of the Daily Worker story. Yes. 

Mr. Durry. L-e-v-i-n? 

Mr. Levenson. Yes; L-e-v-i-n-s-o-n. 

Mr. Durry. Answer at your own pace, mentioning the fact that 
your name is spelled that way and that you were the person involved 
if you please. 

Mr. Levenson. I am the Sammy Levinson referred to as having 
appeared. May I explain the background, please? 

Mr. Durry. Go right ahead at your own pace and explain that 
entire situation. 

Mr. Levenson. I was called on the telephone by a group of women 
who identified themselves as the women’s chapter of the Brownsville 
American Jewish Congress, who said that there had been a series of 
anti-Semitic incidents in Brownsville, that there was going to be a 
unity rally on the evening in question, and that there were going to be 
rabbis, ministers, preachers of all the faiths there, and would I come 
down there. I agreed to come under the belief that the affair was as 
represented. I came there about 11 or 11:10 at night. I told some 
stories, and I left. 

I have since done a little research on the subject and gotten the 
story as in the Daily Worker, and I would like to offer in corroboration 
of my explanation of that night, a paragraph which says: 

The rally will climax a campaign to support Israel, conducted by the ALP with 
the cooperation of the Brownsville Women for Wallace, Jewish organizations 
for Wallace, local women’s groups. 

You see, one of those groups is the one that misrepresented the 
entire evening to me, and they identified themselves as the women’s 
chapter of the American Jewish C ongress. Also, those coming to the 
meeting were urged to bring medicine, food, and clothing for the women 
and children of Israel. That is part of the story. 

I was there. 1 don’t remember much about it except that it was a 
hall or a small theater that was rented. I came out and told some 
stories and left. That was my entire experience that evening. 

Mr. Durry. Was there any order of political business during the 
meeting while you were there? 

Mr. Levenson. I was not at the meeting long enough to see any 
political business of the meeting. | came as an entertainer. I came 
in through the stage door. I waited until somebody said, “O. K.,”’ 
and I went on and told my story and put on my hat and coat and 
went home. 1 don’t know who was on the show before me and I was 
the last one on the show. 

Mr. Durry. You were unaware that it had any political significance 
whatever? 

Mr. Levenson. It had no significance other than it was a Jewish 
rally. ‘That is the way it was presented to me. 

Mr. Durry. Then you were under the impression that it was for a 
charitable organization entirely? 

Mr. Levenson. Absolutely. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Levenson, would you explain the connection of 
your professional appearances with the advertisements carrying these 
appearances in the Daily Worker. You might comment individually 
against these advertisements as they are recited in the record. The 
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Daily Worker of October 8, 1948, page 7, carrying an advertisement 
announcing Sammy Levinson as a scheduled performer to appear as 
a humorist at the Fraternal Clubhouse, at 110 West Forty-eighth 
Street, New York City. 

Mr. Levenson. Do you want me to answer that now? 

Mr. Durry. If you would, please. 

Mr. Levenson. Perhaps I can simplify things by giving you a 
little background. At about I think the year 1948 there became a 
popular fashion in New York sponsored by every type of promoter, 
a thing called lectures and dances, which were run every Friday and 
Saturday throughout the height of the social season. They were 
really get-together clubs for old maids looking for husbands. I 
accepted any type of engagement from almost any source that came, 
and it came from people of all types, fly-by-night promoters. I got 
stuck for many a hundred dollars on those jobs. They would call 
you as late as Wednesday and say, “Are you available Saturday? 

have rented the Diplomat or the Fraternal Clubhouse or the Pent- 
house of the Manhattan Towers or Manhattan Center,” you see. 
That was the circuit. ‘Are you available for these things?” and 
I would say ‘‘ Yes,’”’ or my secretary would say “‘ Yes.” 

“What do you want”? I would name the price. I usually didn’t 
even get a confirmation in writing. They said, “That is it. Be 
there at 9 o’clock.”’ 

I understand that the ads for some of those affairs appeared in the 
Daily Worker. I never read the Daily Worker, I never read it in my 
life. When this was brought to my attention I remembered that the 
ads appeared in the Post, and I present them here, the identical ads 
which were run in the Worker are run in the Post. Here they are, 
Sam Levenson. Here, Sammy Levenson. I refer to the ones that 
are checked in red. There are some lectures, Sam Levenson. Dance 
and lecture, Fraternal Clubhouse. I laid my hands on as many as I 
possibly could here in the few days I have been collecting them. These 
probably cover all those dates and perhaps even one or two others 
that we have been able to lay hands on. There were many more lec- 
tures and dances than you have on your record. There was a scourge 
of them. They are still going on. Here is last week’s paper. Here 
are your lectures and dances. They are still going on. These girls 
are still looking for fellows. They haven’t gotten them yet. 

You see, I circled and checked off some of them. You can see they 
still say, ‘if you are over 28 and unhappy, come and dance with us.” 

I would like to make clear also the content, the subject matter; 
while the ad is listed in the Daily Worker, I will be glad to give you 
any one of my routines to show you that I was there purely as a 
humorist. And under no sponsorship at all. You will notice that 
every ad there simply indicates the place of appearance. I never 
accepted a sponsorship because I was afraid that some time I might 
get caught in the wrong kind of sponsorship. There isn’t a single 
organization indicated as sponsoring me on any of these things. 
They were booked by individuals. There were at least a dozen names 
who worked this circuit. Leonard Jacobson, whose name will prob- 
ably come up, was only one of many who worked this circuit. It was 
a profitable circuit for them. I imagine that if they got in seven or 
eight hundred people at $1.50 or $1.75 or whatever it was, if they 
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paid me $75 or $100 and they paid off the band and the rent, if they 
came out with $200 or $300 net for Saturday night, the plan is making 
a living. 

Mr. Durry. What organization was operating these functions? 

Mr. Levenson. It was no one organization. 

Mr. Durry. Was it a group of individuals? 

Mr. Levenson. Each one, as I remember, was sponsored by some- 
body else. In fact, sometimes the same name did not show up twice. 

Mr. Durry. Were they operating as a private enterprise? 

Mr. Levenson. I don’t think they were even accredited agents. 
They were people who rented a hall, ran an evening, gave it a title, 
a pseudo-intellectual title to attract people. Even my humor, which 
hasn’t too much intellectual content, was given a title each time, like 
“Sam Levenson Talks on Mama’s Influence on Personality.’”’? You 
know? ‘That sounded like a lecture. There were no questions asked 
afterward. The only question I asked was, When do I get my money? 

Mr. Durry. Then it was not an open forum meeting. 

Mr. Levenson. No; not with me. 

I was never asked about these ads. I never gave my approval for 
the use of my name in a Daily Worker ad. I never read the papers. 
I had no way of knowing of their appearance. If I had seen my name 
in the Daily Worker ad, I would have protested, I assure you. 

Mr. Durry. What individuals do you think were responsible for 
putting the ads in the Daily Worker? 

Mr. Levenson. I think many of them did it. 

Mr. Durry. Many of those who actually were operating the func- 
tion? 

Mr. Levenson. Yes, the promoters. I think they were trying to 
attract a certain group of these old maids and maybe given them the 
feeling that this was an intellectual evening. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Levenson, let’s take at random one of the ads of 
your scheduled appearance—— 

Mr. Levenson. This is a current one. These are current. 

Mr. Durry. Let us take this one from the New York Post. 

Mr. Levenson. These are all Post ads. This, too, is the Post. 

Mr. Durry. When the advertisement appeared in the Daily Worker 
of October 8, 1948, announcing your performance as a humorist at 
the Fraternal Clubhouse at 110 West Forty-eighth Street, New York 
City, what persons promoting this function actually hired you, actually 
sought your services? 

Mr. Levenson. That is hard to remember. 

Mr. Durry. There might very well be 8 or 10 Communists promot- 
ing this organization. Maybe they were not promoting it for Com- 
munist purposes, but ultimately the funds they received from tariffs 
would go to the Communist Party one way or another. 

Mr. Levenson. The names I remember. I can’t identify them 
with any particular evening. There is a group of names which I 
remember as sponsoring one or another of these particular dates in 
question. Leonard Jacobson was only one of them. The other 
names which I remember like a kid by the name of Ed Lockett, who 
ran one and disappeared. I never saw him again. 

Lou Price, who was one of the oldest and most accredited agents 
around town, ran affairs of that kind. There was a man by the name 
of Epstein. I don’t even remember his first name. I never saw the 
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same face very often. You know you may have worked for one 
fellow twice, and then for another guy once. That is the kind of 
circuit it was, 

Mr. Durry. These performances, Mr. Levenson, were generally 
back in 1948 and 1949, were they not? 

Mr. Levenson. That is right. I don’t know whether there are 
any as late as 1949. 

Mr. Durry. At that time when you appeared did you, for example, 
know that Leonard Jacobson had a Communist-front record? 

Mr. Levenson. I had no such idea. 

Mr. Durry. Did you have any reason to feel that even though 
these functions were not promoted ostensibly for the benefit of the 
Communist Party or Communist-front organizations, that never- 
theless ultimately funds that were received from these performances 
would probably find their way into the general Communist treasury? 

Mr. Levenson. I have no such idea whatsoever. I consider them 
purely commercial bookies. I had no idea of the background of any 
of these people. 

Mr. Durry. Let me dispose of one section here, Mr. Levenson. 
Your comments regarding your appearances advertised in the Daily 
Worker of November 19, 1948, in which you talked about the Family’s 
Influence on Personality, at the contemporary forum at the fraternal 
clubhouse; again when the Daily Worker advertised that you would 
appear as a speaker on Live W ith Mamma at the fraternal clubhouse 
on December 5; and again where the Daily Worker in their issue 
of March 3, 1949, advertised that you would discuss Meet the Folks— 
that all these appearances were run-o-the-mill bookings made by 
individuals with your office and that you had no _ indication 
or reason to believe that they were sponsored by any Communist- 
front organization. 

Mr. Levenson. That is true. 

I am taking at random one ad from the New York Post, home 
news, Friday, November 19, 1948, advertising Sammy Levenson as 
appearing at the fraternal clubhouse to talk on Family’s Influence on 
Personality. There is the type of ad that appeared in the New York 
Post every time I appeared for one of these promoted dances. 

The ads which appeared in the Daily Worker also appeared in the 
New York Post, and other New York papers. 

The fraternal clubhouse, to the best of my recollection, and I 
believe it sincerely, was a building which contained meeting rooms 
of all sizes and descriptions, from a grand ballroom to a little 10- 
foot room for small meetings. I have performed in the same building 
for organizations of every description, nonpolitical. For example, 
Knights of Pythias organization, Masonic lodges, Hadassah meetings, 
private parties of sisterhoods and men’s clubs. It was open and avail- 
able to everybody. It is a public building. B’nai B’rith, too, of 
course, and United Jewish Appeal. 

As far as I know, I understood also the 13 Astor Place was the 
same type of building. 

Mr. Durry According to numerous advertisements in the Daily 
Worker, you have appeared several times as a humorist at 13 Astor 
Place, New York City, which has been frequently referred to as a 
Communist forum hall and also frequently referred to as ‘The Little 
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Kremlin.”’ Were you aware of these names that have been affixed 
to 13 Astor Place when you appeared there in professional perform- 
ances? 

Mr. Levenson. I was not aware of these names at all. To me 
13 Astor Place meant a hall where people gathered to dance. There 
were two rooms in which I performed. One was the panel room and 
the other was called the penthouse, I think. I came there, went up 
the elevator, went into the penthouse or the panel room and did my 
stint and out. ‘To me it was an office building. I was under the 
assumption that it operated as do fraternal clubhouses, Manhattan 
Center, and others which simply rent out these rooms to organiza- 
tions. I made no political connection between 13 Astor Place and 
anything special. I never stayed at a dance. I did my performance 
and went home. 

Mr. Durry. Were you aware of the fact that 13 Astor Place is 
owned and operated by the Distributive, Processing, and Office 
Workers of America, District No. 65, in New York City, which is a 
Communist-dominated and controlled union? 

Mr. Levenson. | was not and am not aware of that to this day. 
I don’t know who they are. 

Mr. Durry. Inacopy of a program published bythe People’s Artists, 
Inc., the artist’s division of People’s Songs, Inc. which contains a 
listing of performers as American and international folk signers and 
concert and popular singers as well as comedians, dancers, instru- 
mentalists, and so forth, your name appears in the category of 
comedians as part of their listing. May I ask you the question 
for the purpose of the record, if vou have appeared under the sponsor- 
ship of People’s Songs, Inc., or People’s Artists, Inc.? 

Mr. Levenson. The answer is [ have never appeared sponsored by 
People’s Artists or People’s Songs, Inc. 

Mr. Durry. Would you please explain, Mr. Levenson, the reason 
for your association on their program listing? 

Mr. Levenson. May | explain. First of all when I started out in 
this business as a comedian, and just to make a dollar—I was still a 
school teacher—I worked out a device for becoming known. The 
device was to go through the red book, the telephone book, the 
directory, and list all the agents available, and I sent them cards, 
literature, “Il am submitting samples of my literature here.’ Here is 
an early one. This was issued as early as 1945 and repeated in 1946 
and 1947. It is a printed card which | made saying—— 

Announcement: Sam Levenson, American-Jewish folk humorist— 
because I was catering at that time almost exclusively to Jewish 
organizations 
will be available for all afternoon engagements. He offers ideal entertainment for 
luncheons, teas, fund-raising parties, etc. 


And my manager at that time was my wife, Miss Esther Levine, who 
took the phone calls for me. This was sent out to everybody I could 
find, almost cross country. I went to the library and dug up direc- 
tories of organizations from all over the country. 

Then in subsequent years, 1946 and 1947 I submitted another card 
“Accepting engagements for summer appearances, the inimitable,” 
which 1 named myself, ‘the inimitable Levenson, folk humorist. 
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Available as one-man show, master of ceremonies or star act of a 
review,’ with my home address on it and my telephone number. 

Another one, the same sort of thing again, “accepting engagements 
for summer appearances,” my own home address, which dates it back 
at least 5 years, 1719 President Street, Brooklyn. - 

Later on I became very classy and developed a rate card, Sam 
Levenson, rates as of September 1948, local 5 boroughs, and I broke 
it down for my price for midweek evenings, my price for midweek 
afternoons and how much carfare they would have to pay me out of 
town. I sent these out all over the country. 

As a result I am willing to submit to you and glad to submit to you 
also a random list of the agents who have booked me. This is a cross- 
section. As a result of these mailings I was successful. I got myself 
listed with some of the finest lecture and concert entertainment 
bureaus in America. I was a regular lecturer for the B’nai B’rith 
from about 1943 through about 1950, when I stopped accepting 
engagements of my own free will. I had no time for them. I went to 
every B’nai B’rith lodge from here through to Kansas City and back, 
and I was listed with them as one of their speakers. 

The Jewish Center lecture bureau has me listed. I submit that. 
Here is another directory of the Jewish Center lecture bureau as one 
of its speakers cross country. Harry Walker lecture, an agency from 
Boston, one of the most respected, Sam Levenson, with a picture. 
I worked for him. Here is some more literature. I sent this out, a 
story on myself, Sam Levenson, the country’s foremost folk humorist, 
sent it all over the country, and got myself listed with every bureau. 

Another one with my picture, information about me, quotations 
from all the organizations I had appeared for, Unity Club, Rockville 
Center, B’nai B’rith, Philadelphia, New York University, Hadassah, 
New York, Franklin D. Roosevelt Lodge, cross country, quotes what 
a great performer I was. 

I built up these listings myself and I sent them to all these people. 

I was never sent a copy of this People’s Artists, Inc., listing. I never 
knew I was listed in there under the heading of People’s Artists, Inc. 
I worked for an agent by the name of Leonard Jacobson, who was 
known to me as Leonard Jacobson, who had no organizational title 
connected with him in my mind whatsoever. Whenever I appeared, 
even the ads in the papers, even the dates which he booked were never 
sponsored by People’s Artists or People’s Songs. 

Mr. Durry. Did you know Leonard Jacobson as the director of 
People’s Artists, Inc? 

Mr. Levenson. I did not. I knew him as Leonard Jacobson. 

Mr. Durry. Do you know, Mr. Levenson, the background of the 
organization, People’s Artists, Inc.? 

{r. Levenson. I do not know the background. 

Mr. Durry. Or generally of the organization People’s Songs, Inc.? 

Mr. Levenson. I know nothing about them and knew nothing 
about them. 

Mr. Durry. You did not know that they were actually organized, 
promoted, and stimulated by the Communist Party? 

Mr. Levenson. I have no such knowledge whatsoever, none what- 
soever. I am now aware of the fact that it is sponsored by a Com- 
munist group. 
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Mr. Durry. To your knowledge, is the organization People’s 
Artists, Inc. known as a Communist organization or Communist-front 
organization within the entertainment industry? 

Mr. Levenson. To me it wasn’t. I don’t know what other people 
knew about it. 

Mr. Durry. Is it now to your knowledge and belief? 

Mr. Levenson. Oh, it is now that I have been informed about it 
by you and by my sponsor. Now I will get to Harvey Matusow, if 
I may. I have some very important information about Harvey. 

Mr. Durry. Are you referring to Harvey Matusow who appeared 
as a witness before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee 
recently? 

Mr. Levenson. I am referring to that Harvey Matusow. 

Mr. Durry. What information do you wish to present to the 
committee regarding Harvey Matusow? 

Mr. Levenson. I read in the New York Journal-American a 
reference to me that was made by Harvey Matusow in testimony 
before the House committee, I believe. I became quite upset about 
that information because it implied that I had knowingly accepted 
bookings from a Communist-dominated organization. 

Mr, Durry. Referring to what organization? 

Mr. Levenson. People’s Artists. I spoke to Mr. Rushmore about 
this. I went to him directly. We had lunch. I found out that Mr. 
Matusow had been connected with this organization, and then I 
asked how I could get te meet Mr. Matusow. I wanted to clear him 
and clarify to him the meaning of my name in this listing with People’s 
Artists. I met with Mr. Matusow. He called me. He called me only 
about a week ago, last Saturday. I met him in New York. I spoke to 
Mr. Matusow. I told him I was very unhappy about the wrong 
impression that people might get from reading the report of his testi- 
mony before this committee, and if I may, I would like to read what 
Harvey Matusow gave me as a letter to read to you. 

Mr. Durry. May I take a look at it first? We don’t want to 
encumber the record unnecessarily. 

Mr. Levenson. I think, however, this is very important for me. 

Mr. Durry. With the permission of the chairman, would you 
proceed to read the letter into the record. 

Mr. Levenson. This is addressed “To Whom it May Concern,” 
and over that it says, “Ohio Un-American Commission, State House, 
Columbus, Ohio.’”’ I will leave a copy of this with you so you can 
have it. 

I quote: ° 

On the basis of testimony given by me before the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities in Washington, February 1952, certain attacks have been 
leveled against Sam Levenson claiming that he has been very active as a ‘‘Com- 
munist fronter.”’ 

The attacks stem from an affiliation he had with People’s Artists in 1948. 
Having been an employee of People’s Artists in 1948 and actively engaged in 
Communist Party activities through that organization, I can attest to the fact 
that no evidence of Communist Party membership nor activities in Communist- 
Party fronts have been undertaken by Mr. Levenson during my personal partici- 
pation in these affairs. 

I believe it is just as important in this period to clear somebody’s name of 
communism as it is to put the label where it belongs, and in Mr. Levenson’s case 
all efforts should be made to clear him 

Sincerely yours, 


Harvey Marvusow. 
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Mr. Durry. Very well, sir. The letter will be accepted for the 
subcommittee file. 

Mr. Levenson. May I keep the original and give you the copy? 
Thank you very much. 

Mr. Durry. Are vou acquainted with Josh White? 

Mr. Levenson. | have seen Josh White work as a performer. In 
fact, many years ago I happened to work on the same program with 
Josh White on a UJA affair up in the Catskill Mountains. It was an 
appeal evening and I don’t think either of us got paid. It was an 
affair I would say about 1942, way, way back when I was an unknown. 

Mr. Durry. Are you aware of any Communist affiliations or 
associations of Josh White? 

Mr. Levenson. No. 

Mr. Durry. Are you aware of any Communist affiliations of 
Leonard Jacobson, director of People’s Artists, Inc? 

Mr. Levenson. I have no personal knowledge that he is a Com- 
munist, but I have been reliably informed that he has been a member 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Durry. Do vou know of any Communist affiliations or asso- 
ciations of Jack Gilford, G-i-l and G-u-i-l-f-o-r-d? 

Mr. Levenson. I don’t know Jack Gilford personally. I have seen 
him perform. I don’t know very much beyond that. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Levenson, what unions within the radio and 
television industry or the entertainment field do you hold membership 
in? 

‘Mr. Levenson. I am a member of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists. 

Mr. Durry. How long have you been a member of AGVA? 

Mr. Levenson. At least 5 years, I would say. 

Mr. Durry. What other unions? 

Mr. Levenson. TVA—What does it mean? 

Mr. Durry. Television Authority. 

Mr. Levenson. And AFRA, which is the American Federation of 
Radio Artists. 

Mr. Durry. Do you consider vourself an active, voting member 
of any of these unions? 

Mr. Levenson. Ido not. I am a very poor.member. 

Mr. Durry. You hold nominal membership in them. 

Mr. Levenson. That is right. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Levenson, do you have any comments that you 
would care to make or any additional information that you would care 
to present for the benefit of the subcommittee? 

Mr. Levenson. I would like to present a few items. 

I just want to note several things for the record. First of all, the 
appearances which I made for the organizations which are listed in 
the Daily Worker are an infinitesimal part of the work that I do across 
country for every denomination and every type of organization in the 
world. I want to submit a list or I will leave it with you. There are 
at least a hundred organizations listed here for which | work regularly. 

As a school teacher I served under Dr. Lefkowitz, my principal 
from 1939 to 1946. I should like to submit a letter from him in which 
he says, in brief: 

Sam was never connected with the Communist or leftist factions in the school 
and lovally supported all our war activities, which were numerous and for which 
the children received many commendations. 
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That is just one paragraph. You can read the rest for yourself. 
He says I am a 100 percent risk, a most loyal American, and he would 
vouch for me. He himself is quite a well-known anti-Communist. 

I should also like to submit to you a transcript of the board of 
elections record of Samuel Levenson. I am a registered Democrat 
and have been a registered Democrat as far back as I can remember. 

Mr. Durry. This copy from the chief clerk of the Brooklyn Board 
of Elections office will be received by the subcommittee for the files. 

Mr. Levenson. I don’t want to take time to read all that. 1 am 
sure you will want to read them yourself. 

In my defense also, 1 am very proud of this document, a brutal 
attack upon me in the magazine called Jewish Life, issued by the 
Morning Freiheit Association which is the Jewish wing of the Com- 
munist Party, the Jewish Daily Worker actually, a 3!-page article 
written by one Louis Harap. The date is January 1949. The 
editorial board consists of very prominent Communists, Samuel 
Barron, Alexander Bittelman, Moses Miller, Morris Schappes, Paul 
Novick; and Louis Harap is the managing editor. He himself signed 
an article which attacks meas preaching anti-Semitism, encouraging 
attacks against Negroes, preaching Anglo-Saxon superiority; [ am 
affirming the ruling class judgment of the inferiority of the Jewish 
people; | am vulgar, despicable, male superiority; | preach fascism. 
You can have this article for your record. I don’t want to read the 
whole thing. It would take 2 days. 

Mr. Durry. It will be accepted for the subcommittee files. 

Mr Levenson. Good. That takes care of Jewish Life. 

Certainly when I wasn’t a well-known performer nobody wanted 
me, but when I became well known I had a chance to show my basic 
loyalties. 1 devoted an entire evening and got a citation from the 
first annual pint parade of blood in New York recently. The date is 
May 29,1951. I worked for the American Association for the United 
Nations. I did a television broadcast recently, October 17, 1951, 
Crusade for Freedom. 1 stayed on the phone for a long time soliciting 
funds for the Crusade for Freedom. The Holy Name Society in 
Brooklyn. 

| came here to Washington, the only one of the whole CBS crew who 
flew out in the snowstorm to come here to perform for the United 
States Armed Forces in Korea Association. 1 was here at the Armory 
with Joe E. Brown. In fact, only he and I were there. The people 
didn’t even come out that night. I went to the veterans hospitals. 
1 went to the Cushing Hospital in Boston. Whatever town I worked 
at, if there was some patriotic function in which | could participate, 
I was only too glad to. I have this letter of commendation from the 
Hebrew ch: aplain. This is a letter from the mayor for participation 
in | Am an American Day ceremonies. I get invited annually. I 
have a letter from the Society of Former Special Agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, signed by Robert W. Dick, the president. I 
performed for them. 1 went down and did a half-hour stint for them 
at the dinner. You may have a copy of that. 

I would like to say simply in closing that my father and mother 
came from the other side. The record shows I was also born on the 
other side. I am an extremely grateful American citizen. 1 have 
benefited from this country more than my father ever dreamed. I 
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was educated by the public. I have gone to the public colleges. 1 
worked for the public as a school teacher. I am now still a servant 
of the public. I believe that I can not survive as a performer under 
communism or fascism. As a free individual I can function only 
under the American democracy and I am willing to stake my life on 
that democracy. There is nothing more important to me. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Levenson, the subcommittee appreciates your 
appearance here and the cooperation that you have extended. 

(Whereupon, at 11:30 a. m. the committee was recessed subject to 
call of the Chair.) 


SUBVERSIVE INFILTRATION OF RADIO, TELEVISION, 
AND THE ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 1952 


Unirep States SENATE, SUBCOMMITTEE To 
INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL 

Security Act AND Orner INTERNAL Security Laws, 

OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:30 a. m. in room 
457, Senate Office Building, Senator Arthur V. Watkins, presiding. 

Present: Senators Watkins and Ferguson. 

Present also: Richard Arens, staff director; Frank Schroeder, pro- 
fessional staff member; Edward Duffy, investigator; Donald Connors, 
Jr., investigator, and Winton H. King, investigator. 

Senator Watkins. The subcommittee will come to order. 

Mr. Arens, do you have a witness to interrogate? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir; the witness today is Miss Judy Holliday. 
We ask that she be sworn at this time. 

Senator Warxins. Will you stand and be sworn? Please raise 
your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
in the matter now pending before the subcommittee of the Judiciary 
Committee of the United States Senate, will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Miss Houuipay. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JUDY HOLLIDAY, NEW YORK, N. Y., ACCOM- 
PANIED BY SIMON H. RIFKIND, COUNSEL, NEW YORK N. Y. 


Senator Watkins. You may proceed with the examination. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name and residence. 

Miss Houurpay. Judy Holliday, 158 Waverly Place, New York 
City. 

Mr. Arens. Your name is Judy Holliday as a stage name, is it? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. A professional name? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What other name have you used in the course of 
your life? 

Miss Houurpay. Judy Tuvim, T-u-v-i-m. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have a married name? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What is your married name? 

Miss Houurpay. Mrs. David Oppenheim. 
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Mr. Arens. What was the occasion for the use of the name Judy 
Tuvim? Was that the name under which you were born? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You subsequently adopted the name Judy Holliday 
as a stage or theatrical name? 

Miss Honuapay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now, you are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Will counsel please identify himself? 

Mr. Rrrxrnp. Simon H. Rifkind, 575 Madison Avenue, New York 
City. 

Just to introduce myself, I will tell the chairman that I was for- 
merly a judge of the United States District Court of the Southern 
District of New York. 

Senator Warkins. Judge, we have heard of you. May I say that 
in our procedure here we permit counsel to appear with the witnesses. 

However, as you know, Judge, there is to be no coaching of wit- 
nesses at all. The witness, however, has the right to ask counsel 
whether she should answer a particular question, but not to ask him 
how to answer. 

It is quite different from a court procedure, because this is an in- 
vestigating body. Nobody is under charges; we are trying to elicit 
the facts with respect to the internal security of the U nited States 
with the idea in mind of seeing whether or not the law now in force 
and on the books, and to consider whether any proposed amendments 
may be necessary as a result of our investigations. 

Mr. Rirkrinp. Yes. 

Senator WaTkins. We welcome counsel to come and they are en- 
titled, the witness is, to have counsel with them, under the cireum- 
stances. 

Mr. Rrrxinp. Thank you, Senator. 

Mr. Arens. Where were you born? 

Miss Houtuipay. | was born in Manhattan. 

Mr. Arens. In Manhattan in New York State; is that correct? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly give us a brief résumé of your early 
education. 

Miss Houurpay. I went to public school and high school. 

Mr. Arens. Then in what period of your life was it that you 
concluded your formal education, your high school? 

Miss Hotumay. When I was 16. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly trace in just résumé form your em- 
ployment activity since you concluded your formal education in high 
school? 

Miss Houurpay. I started immediately in night clubs. Well, 
that is within a period of a year and I worked in night clubs for the 
next, oh, about 6 years, and then did a play, then did another play, 
and two movies—three movies 

Mr. Arens. And then kindly give us a brief résumé down to the 
present time of your professional affiliations, associations, and 
activities. 
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Miss Houuipay. Well, I am a member of —— 

Mr. Arens. I think you misunderstood me. You told of your 
activities after you left high school up to the point where I unde rstood 
you to say you performed in one or two motion pictures? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now, trace that down the best you can in résumé form 
up to the present time. We do not mean to be too precise, or too 
particular. 

Miss Houipay. You want the names of what I appeared in? 

Mr. Rirxrnp. | think the witness misunderstands you. Actually 
she has given you her situation, what she understands it to be, up to 
this time. 

Mr. Arens. I see. 

Mr. Rirxinp. Her engagements have been long. 

Mr. Arens. What is your present activity? 

Miss Houumay. 1 am under contract to Columbia Pictures, 
but I only do one picture a year, and I have completed that picture. 

Mr. Arens. What unions or guilds are you a member of? 

Miss Hotuipay. I am a member, not an officer, but a member of 
Actors Equity, the Screen Actors Guild. I am—I don’t know if Tama 
paid-up member of the Radio Actors, AFRA, American Federation of 
Radio Actors. 

Mr. Arens. Now kindly identify just for the purpose of this 
record the Actors Equity Association. 

Miss Houturpay. Well, it’s an actors’ union. 

Mr. Arens. And how long have you been a member of Actors 
Equity? 

Miss Houurpay. Since 1944 or ’45; I don’t really know which. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever held office in Actors Equity? 

Miss Hotuipay. No. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been on the board of directors? 

Miss Houurpay. No. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly identify Screen Actors Guild? 

Miss Houuipay. That is a movie actors’ union. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been a member of that organi- 
zation? 

Miss Houurpay. Since 1944. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly identify 

Miss Houurpay. Wait a minute. I am not sure, it might not have 
been 1944. It might have been 1943, but I am not positive. 

Mr. Arens. 1943 or 1944 is your best recollection; is that correct? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now kindly identify the American Federation of 
Radio Artists. 

Miss Hoturpay. That is a union for radio actors. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been a member of that organiza- 
tion? 

Miss Hoturpay. Well, that is hard to say. That goes way back. 
That should have been about 1941 or 1942, I think. I am not really 
sure. I could have checked on these, but 1 didn’t know it would be 
necessary. 

Mr. Arens. Well, just what is your best recollection, if you please? 

Miss Houurpay. About 1941 or 1942. 
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Mr. Arens. Now, are any of these organizations, the Screen Actors 
Guild, the American Federation of Radio Artists, or Actors Equity, 
interlocking in their relations, one to the other? 

In other words, is one a parent organization of which another is a 
subsidiary? 

Miss Houurpay. I am not sure just which is the parent, or whether 
one is a parent, but I do know that if you are a member of one, you 
get a reduction in your initiation fee for the other, so that you don’t 
have to pay the full initiation fee for three organizations. 

Senator Fercuson. How much are those initiation fees? 

Miss Houuipay. I don’t know. 

Mr. Rirxinp. You don’t remember? 

Miss Houuipay. No. 

Senator Fmreuson. About how much? Do you not remember at 
all? 

Miss Houuipay. No. 

Mr. Rirxinp. Is it more than a thousand dollars? 

Miss Houurpay. No. 

Mr. Rirxrinp. Is it more than $100? 

Miss Houurpay. Possibly for Screen Actors Guild it might be $100. 
I think that is the most expensive. I am not sure, though; maybe 
the Equity is about the same. 

Senator Warkins. Is that the initial fee upon joining? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Senator Warxkins. Do you have an annual fee, or monthly fee that 
you pay? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Senator Warkins. Regular dues? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Senator Warkins. Do you know what the regular dues are in each 
of those organizations? 

Miss Houuipay. No. 

Senator Ferauson. Might I inquire whether or not you pay these, 
or does your management go into that? 

Miss Houurpay. Automatically. It is taken out of my checks. 

Senator FrerGuson. Ia other words, your management puts you in 
these organizations? 

Miss Hotuipay. Because you can’t work ualess you are in. 

Senator Frreuson. Therefore, it is taken out of your pay and you 
would not remember how much is taken out for these items? 

Miss Houurpay. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member of Television Authority? 

Miss Houtuipay. No. I may be a sort of member because I am a 
member of everything else, but I have never paid any dues to it. 

Mr. Arens. Are these the only professional organizatioas or unions 
of which you are a member? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes; those are the only unions there are. 

Mr. Arens. There are a number of additional unions? 

Miss Houuipay. Stage hands and things, but for actors, I guess that 
covers—no; wait a minute. I used to be a member of an organization 
called AGVA, American Variety Artists. 

Mr. Arens. Variety artists? 

Miss Hoturmay. Variety artists. That was when I worked in night 
clubs and vaudeville, but I dropped out of that. 
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Mr. Arens. During what period in your career were you a member 
of or associated with the R-e-v-u-e-r-s? 

Miss Hotumay. That was how I started. That was in the very 
beginning in about, I don’t know, 1938 or 1939, and that went on 
for about 6 years. 

Mr. Arens. And who were your associates in that unit? 

Miss Houumpay. Betty Comden, Adolph Green, Alvin Hammer, 
and John Frank. 

Mr. Arens. Did you list Adolph Green? 

Miss Houupay. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens. Who was the manager of the unit? 

Miss Hotumay. There wasn’t any manager. You mean who was 
the agent? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, the agent? 

Miss Houurpay. We had several agents; we kept switching agents. 

Mr. Arens. And how long were you associated with that unit 
known as the Revuers? 

Miss Houumay. I would say about 6 years. 

Mr. Arens. Then that was until about 1944; is that correct? 

Miss Houumay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now, when you were a member of the unit known as 
the Revuers, did the Revuers entertain at parties given under the 
auspices of the United American-Spanish Aid Committee? 

Miss Houuimay. | don’t know. United American—— 

Mr. Arens. United American-Spanish Aid Committee. 

Miss Houuipay. I really don’t know. We did many, many benefits. 
That is the way a young struggling actor tries to get recognition. 

As a matter of fact, I called one of the members in California to try 
to get a list from her; she has a much better memory than I have of 
what we did. I got some things from her, but that is not a familiar 
one to me. 

However, I don’t say that it isn’t so, because I am not sure. 

Mr. Arens. Whom did you call in California? 

Miss Houurpay. I called Betty Comden and she spoke to Adolph 
Green. They are working on a picture there. 

Mr. Arens. What precipitated or caused you to call? 

Miss Houuipay. Because I wanted to try to remember everything 
that I had done because I knew that I would have to answer questions 
and there were so many details that I was more than hazy about that 
I wanted as much corroboration and fact from her as I could get. 

Mr. Arens. What made you thiak that you might have to answer 
questions about entertainment performances in which you engaged 
while you were a member of Revuers? 

Miss Hoturpay. Well, I knew that I would have to answer ques- 
tions about all sorts of appearances and endorsements that I have 
made. 

Mr. Arens. Why? What made you think you would have to 
answer questions about appearances or endorsements that you had 
made? 

Miss Houurpay. Because that is how the whole trouble started, 
with a book called Red Channels, and I have been asked so many 
questions; people have been very curious to know how I got into them 
and I tried to clarify my position for the last year. 
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I have been digging up more and more material and refreshing my 
memory going back. 

Mr. Arens. With respect to associations and affiliations which you 
have had in the past; is that right? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Mr. Argens. I see. 

Well, now, I put it to you as a fact, and ask you to aflirm or deny 
the fact, Miss Holliday, that in 1941 you were a part of the unit known 
as the Revuers, one of the entertainers in a party given by the United 
American-Spanish Aid Committee? 

Miss Houtumay. You mean | should say ‘‘ves”’ or ‘‘no 

Mr. Arens. Yes, if vou have a recollection. 

Miss Houtumay. If I can’t—you know, I can’t place it. 

Mr. Argens. We just want the truth. 

Miss Houurpay. If it doesn’t sound familiar? 

Mr. Arens. Then you just state the facts. 

Miss Hotuiway. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. You have no recollection? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that vou were a sponsor for the Committee for the Negro 
in the Arts? 

Miss Houtumay. That is something that I looked into last summer. 
As you can understand my employers, Columbia Pictures, were very 
disturbed about all of the things that have been happening and 
coming up and they investigated me, so to speak, and asked me all 
of these questions and last summer they showed me a letterhead. 

They said, “Now, you have disclaimed all of these things, but here 
is a letterhead with your name on it,”’ and that was the organization, 
and I said, ‘‘Well, I don’t recall being a member of the organization 
or allowing them to use my name.” 

However, | am not saying it is impossible. The fact is that I 
don’t know anything about the organization, and I haven’t par- 
ticipated in anything, so | wrote the organization a letter saying that 
since I had no knowledge of what the organization was about and 
had no activity in it, | would appreciate it if they would remove my 
name from their letterhead. 

Mr. Arens. When was it that you sent this letter? 

Miss Houurpay. That was last summer; that was the first time that 
I knew I was connected with it. They showed me this masthead with 
my name on it. 

Mr. Arens. Your name? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Senator Watkins. What name was on the masthead? 

Miss Houurpay. Judy Holliday. 

Senator Warkrns. Judy Holliday‘ 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Senator Warkins. It was not, then, your married name? 

Miss Hoturpay. No. My name was Judy Tuvim until I changed it. 

Senator Warxktins. How long have you had this name? 

Miss Houtuipay. When I started in pictures for the first time 
with Twentieth Century Fox. 

Senator Warkins. How long ago was that? 
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Miss Hotupay. I think it was—I am not sure just when. It can 
be checked. 

Mr. Rirxinp. When did you say you first started in pictures? 

Miss Hotumay. When I first signed the contract with Fox. It 
was when the Revuers was over. 

Senator Warkins. That is when you first assumed this name? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Senator Warkins. The reason I am asking is because you had your 
name before your marriage, and then your married name is an official 
name, and this other is an official name? 

Miss Houuipay. That is right. 

Senator Warkrns. You have never had your name changed by ccurt 
action? 

Miss Hoxturpay. You don’t mean my married name; you mean my 
single name? My real name? 

Senator Warkins. Of course after you were married you took the 
name of vour husband? 

Miss Houuimay. No; I never changed it either way. 

Senator Warkins. It has never been legally changed? 

Miss Hotuipay. That is right. 

Senator Warkins. I want to make the record perfectly clear that 
the lady who is testifying is listed here in the records as Judy Holliday. 

Miss Houuiay. Yes. 

Senator Warkins. However, your real name, and the name under 
which you, I think, should be listed, is your married name. What is 
your first name? 

Miss Houuipay. Judy. 

Senator Warkins. It would be Judy Oppenheim? 

Miss Hotumay. Yes 

That says 1941 and it gives Holliday. It is impossible, because | 
never even thought of the name Holliday at that time. 

Mr. Arens. You were listed as a sponsor for the Committee for the 
Negro in the Arts, an aunouncement in the Daily Compass for 
September 1950; were vou not? 

Miss Houturpay. This is a new one; I didn’t know that. 

ARrENS. Now, | put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or 
deny the fact that on November 30, 1946, you marched in a picket 
line in front of pier 58 in a strike sponsored by the water-front section 
of the Communist Party? 

Miss Houuipay. [ don’t know anything that I ever did sponsored 
by the Communist Party. 

Senator Warkrins. This has reference to this picket line? Were 
you in the picket line? 

Miss Houurpay. | was in a picket line; but I don’t know 

Senator Watkins. Was it about the time mentioned by counsel? 

Miss Houturpay. I don’t know. What date? 

Mr. Arens. In 1946, were you in a picket line? 

Miss Hotuipay. T don’t know whether it was 1946. T was in one 
picket line in my life. I think I told vou about this. 

Mr. Arens. When was this picket line episode that you do have 
recollection about? 

Miss Houurmay. I don’t know. 

May I tell you how I have a recollection? 
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Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Miss Houurmay. I was told that I marched in a picket line in front 
of the Spanish consulate. I knew very well that I never did. 

Senator Warkins. Where was this? 

Miss Houtumay. This was when Columbia was trying to find out 
things. This was last year. I knew that I never did and at the time 
I was sure that I had never been in any picket line. 

But then I remembered that at one time I had a picture taken with 
some people who were striking, but I don’t know when I did it, and 
I don’t know what it was about. In fact, I was sure I had never 
done it. 

Senator Watkins. Do you know where it happened? 

Miss Houurpay. No. 

Senator Warkins. The one you are talking about? 

Miss Houuipay. No. 

Senator Watkins. It would be in New York; would it not? 

Miss Hotutpay. Yes; it would have to be. 

Senator Warxins. That is what I am trying to find out. 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You do have a recollection of being in a picket line? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Not in a picket line; but I had a publicity picture taken. 

Senator Warkins. Who arranged that? 

Miss Houurpay. I don’t know, and I don’t know what it was for. 

Senator Warkrins. Most of your publicity matters you know pretty 
well, or they are explained to you by your agent as to why it is being 
done? 

Miss Houurpay. This sort of thing I don’t think would have been 
arranged by an agent because I don’t think it would have been 
publicity for me, but probably for the picketers. I don’t think it 
appeared anywhere, because I never saw it. 

Senator Warkins. You did not go simply because someone told you. 
Did you not go over of your own free will? Did you not ask questions 
about it? 

Miss Houturpay. Undoubtedly [ was asked to go. This is the way 
I found myself in everything. People asked me to do things, and I 
would ask questions about it, but very often I was asked to do so 
many things in so many different places and for so many different 
causes that they would sort of slip away from me. 

What was it? 

Senator Warkrns. That was in 1946. 

Miss Houurpay. What was it for, strikers? 

Mr. Arens. I do not want to be in the position of testifying, I 
want to be in the position of interrogating you. 

Miss Houurpay. I thought maybe I could remember. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have a recollection of about where you were 
in this picket line in New York City in which you did have your 
photograph taken? 

Miss Hoturpay. You mean Manhattan? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Miss Houuipay. No. 

Mr. Arens. What can you tell us about the incident that you were 
in? Were you ina bathing suit or what? 

Miss Houurpay. It was cold. 
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Mr. Arens. With whom did you have your photograph taken? 

Miss Houuipay. With striking people. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make any inquiry with respect to who was 
striking or why they were striking? 

Miss Houurpay. I must have at that time undoubtedly. Maybe 
I didn’t, but they undoubtedly told me before I went because you 
just don’t go anywhere. 

Mr. Arens. Let us see first of all if we can place the time, this 
occurrence that you do recall. Was it as long ago as 1945? 

Miss Houurpay. It could have been, I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. It was some few years ago, was it? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Mr. Argens. Was it approximately 1946 as you recollected it? 

Miss Houuinay. I don’t recollect. 

Mr. Arens. You said a few moments ago you recollected having 
your photograph taken with some strikers? 

Miss Hoxturpay. Yes, but I don’t recollect the time. 

Mr. Arens. Can you give us any idea of the approximate year 
which it might have been? 

Senator Warkins. The occasion would be rather impressive to you, 
would it not? 

Miss Houurpay. The occasion should be something I would remem- 
ber. The only way I can remember it, and it was a very slight thing, 
I didn’t march. I would remember if I was protesting something. 
I went and had a picture taken and left. That is about what it was. 
The only reason I remember that was because I had been accused of 
picketing some place else, and I said I never picketed anywhere. 
Then I remembered, and I said, ““Wait a minute, you once had a 
picture taken in a picket line,’’ but I didn’t remember where it was 
or why it was. 

Senator Warkins. Did any of your friends ask you to have that 
picture taken? 

Miss Houurpay. Somebody asked me. 

Senator Warkins. You do remember somebody asked you? 

Miss Houumay. They must have, because I wouldn’t wander off 
over to strikers and ask to have my picture taken. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any difficulty with your memory? 

Miss Houupay. No. The only difficulty is that I met a tre- 
mendous lot of people and I get a lot of requests and phone calls. 
We get about 50 a day, and you just can’t pay much attention to 
them unless you know them first. 

Senator Warkins. This is back in 1946. Your prominence in 
the motion picture world has taken place largely since that time, 
has it not? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Senator Watkins. Well, at that particular time you were on the 
way up. Do you not think you could remember? 

Miss Houurpay. If that is true, lam not saying that it isn’t, but so 
many things have been untrue. But if that is true, then I was 
already in a play. 

Mr. Arens. What do you mean by “if it is true’ 
already told us you had your picture taken with picketers? 

Miss Houuipay. I don’t know whether that is the one. 

Mr. Arens. That is an incident in which you had your picture 
taken? 
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Miss Houurpay. Yes, but I wasn’t picketing. 

Mr. Arens. About a month prior to the time that you had your 
picture taken in this incident, did you actually mare h in a picket 
line in front of the Spanish Consulate on Madison Avenue in New 
York City? 

Miss Houurpay. No; I never did. 

Senator Warkins. You know where that is in New York City? 

Miss Hotuipay. No; I don’t. 

Senator Warkrns. Do you know where Madison Avenue is? 

Miss Houurpay. I know where Madison Avenue is, certainly. 

Senator Watkins. What part of New York did you live in earlier 
in your life? 

Miss Houuipay. Seventy-fifth Street West. 

Mr. Arens. That was in October of 1946, and the Communist 
Party strike concerning which we were interrogating you here occurred 
in November 1946, approximately a month prior to the Spanish 
Consulate incident. 

Miss Houuipay. I have no recollection of any Spanish Consulate 
incident. When I was asked about that previously I didn’t know 
where the Spanish Consulate was. Since then I have been told, but 
I have no memory of that at all. 

Senator Warkins. I would like to inquire a little further about 
your having the picture taken with the strikers. Do you recall where 
in New York City that was? 

Miss Houuipay. No. 

Senator Warktns. Do you not recall that it was at about Pier 53 
in New York City? 

Miss Hoturmpay. Where would that be? 

Senator Watkins. I used to live in New York City for about 5 
vears, but I never had occasion to go down to the piers. 

Mr. Rirxrnp. About Eighteenth or Ninteenth Street. 

Senator Watkins. It could be. It is along the water front. It 
seems to me that a person in your profession has to have a trained 
memory. 

Miss Hoturpay. Now I am getting one, but I didn’t know then 
that I needed one. Now] amso careful that I don’t side on anything 
and I don’t answer anything. I have answering services saying that 
Iamnotin. I didn’t know I would have to have that kind of memory. 

Senator Warktns. I just assumed that if you went down to a pier, 
if it happened on a pier, that you would recall that circumstance. 
Incidentally, did you get a copy of the picture? 

Miss Hoturay. No. This friend of mine just told me that I did 
a benefit on a battleship and you would think I would remember that 
because that is even more impressive than a pier, but I have to just 
take her word for it. We did an awful lot of things. 

Senator Watkins. Not that kind? 

Miss Houurpay. All kinds. 

Senator Warxkins. You just said this is the only one incident that 
you can remember having your picture taken with a picket line. The 
question was with respect to whether it was down on a pier in the 
East River. 

Miss Houurpay. It could have been. 

Mr. Arens. Ples = affirm or deny the fact that you were a signer 
of a letter to The Nation protesting the Peekskill riot on behalf of 
Paul Robeson, the Communist singer. 
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Miss Houuipay. I did not sign or write a letter to The Nation. 
I did write a telegram to either the Governor or some Government 
official in New York State. 

Mr. Arens. And what did you say in the telegram? 

Miss Houurpay. I said I felt that there should have been police 
protection for people who were not armed who were being attacked by 
people who were armed, and I felt that it was a terrible thing. 

Mr. Arens. Who stimulated you to write that letter? 

Miss Houuipay. I read about it, I had heard about it, and it was 
one of the few things that I did voluntarily because most of these 
things have been solicited of me, and I have not had a very political 
awareness of things. My big interest has been my career in show 
business, and it took something which would be to me quite shocking 
to make me do something without being asked. 

Mr. Arens. What investigation did you conduct in order to ascer- 
tain what the facts were before you sent this letter? 

Miss Houuipay. I didn’t. I just read newspaper accounts. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have any conversations with Mr. Paul Robe- 
son? 

Miss Houuipay. I never met him. 

Mr. Arens. With reference to the incident? 

Miss Houurpay. No. 

Mr. Rirxinp. Did you say you never met him? 

Miss Houurpay. No. 

Senator Warkins. Did you know any of the people involved, any 
of the names, in the newspapers about that time? 

Miss Houuipay. No; this was to me a civic outrage, and I didn’t 
have any personal ax to grind for anybody that was involved in it, but 
I thought it was a very frightening thing-to happen that unarmed 
people “should be stoned. 

Senator Warkrns. You have heard of other riots in America during 
vour lifetime; have vou ever on any other occasion sent a telegram 
protesting or asking for protection for certain groups? 

Miss Hotuipay. I once sent a telegram to Washington about some- 
thing, I think probably to our Senator, but I don’t know just what. 

Senator Watkins. Which Senator? 

Miss Hotuipay. Whoever it was, or maybe it was the President. 
I do remember it was something about protesting something by tele- 
gram to Washington. 

Senator Warkins. About what? What were you protesting about? 

Miss Houuipay. I don’t know. 

Senator Warkins. What was the subject of the telegram? 

Miss Houuipay. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. It did not pertain to the House Un-American Activities 
Committee? 

Miss Houurpay. I don’t know. It was something that I considered 
outrageous. 

Mr. Argens. Now did you know at the time you sent this letter 
with reference to the Peekskill riot that the Peekskill riot involved 
the Communists? 

Miss Hoxtuimay. I knew that it involved the Communists; yes, 
I did, ‘ 

Mr. Arens. Now I state as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny the 
fact that you were among those who sent greetings to the Moscow 
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Art Theater on its fiftieth anniversary, as written up in the Com- 
munist Daily Worker in November 1948? 

Miss Houuipay. I sent greetings to the Moscow Art Theater. Do 
you want to know why I did it? 

Senator Watkins. You are entitled, if you wish, to make an ex- 
planation of why you did so. We would like the whole truth. 

Miss Houuipay. I would like to get it clear so that it won’t be 
misinterpreted. I didn’t send greetings to Moscow, I sent it to actors. 
To me the Moscow Theater, like the Abbey Players or the Old Vic, 
have been a theatrical tradition that I have been brought up to respect 
highly. I admire the idea that these great actors can play small 
parts one week and large parts another week, and it seemed to me 
that it was a wonderful way to show that artists could still respect 
each other no matter what their political backgrounds were. 

That is why I sent the telegram. It had nothing to do with up- 
holding the Soviet Union because I don’t uphold the Soviet Union. 

Senator Warkrns. Let me ask you this question in connection with 
it. Are you in the habit of sending telegrams to the theatrical groups 
wishing them well on their first appearance or anything of that sort? 

Miss Houtumay. Only when I really feel it. I am not one of the 
people who feel that every time somebody has an opening you have to 
send them a telegram. For instance, when the Old Vic came here, 
I did feel that. 

Senator Watkins. Old who? 

Miss Houuipay. Old Vic. That is the old English theater group 
with Lawrence Olivier and Richardson. I not only sent a telegram 
but wrote a most glowing fan letter, which is unlike me. When I feel 
that it is something that I admire, then I do. I am not in the habit 
of it at all. I must say I-would never have known about the Moscow 
Art having a birthday or whatever they had. 

Senator Warxins. This was Moscow in Russia. We have several 
Moscows in the United States. I want to make it clear that you 
understand what you are answering. 

Miss Houurpay. I do. 

Senotor Warkins. It was to Russia that you sent a telegram? 

Miss Houuipay. I didn’t send it. Someone said, “Don’t you think 
it’s a good idea?” I said, “Yes.” They said, “Can we use your 
name?” I said, “Yes.” 

Senator Warxins. Who was it that asked you? 

Miss Houuipay. That is something that I have been through 
150,000 times. I don’t get any more, thank goodness, but I have 
gotten calls from secretaries. 

Senator Warkins. Can you tell us if you know or do not know? 

Miss Houurpay. I don’t know. They are secretaries. They say, 
“T am calling for so-and-so.’”’ Sometimes they don’t even say who 
they are. Sometimes they do and you don’t know them and you 
don’t pay attention to them. 

Senator Watkins. This was 1948? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Please affirm or deny the fact that you were a signer 
of an advertisement which appeared in Variety on December 1, 1948, 
sponsored by the National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Pro- 
fessions, which has been cited as a Communist-front organization, to 
call upon the film industry to revoke the blacklist? 
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Miss Houurpay. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Arens. How did you happen to become affiliated with the 
National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions? 

Miss Houurpay. Well, that organization has had a lot of initials 
and names. When I first knew it, in fact, when I actually belonged 
to it, it was called, I think, the Independent Citizens Committee. 
That was way back. I got into it on the basis of something that they 
may have called Actors for Roosevelt, it was an election thing. 

Mr. Arens. You were active in that? 

Miss Houuipay. That is when I joined it. 

Mr. AreEns. I was under the impression that you expressed yourself 
a few moments ago to the effect that vou did not have time to get into 
things other than in your art or in your theatrical work? 

Miss Hoturpay. Getting into things has never meant, except in one 
case, active participation, but I certainly signed a membership card 
with them, gave them my $2 or whatever it was and permitted my 
name to be used in that organization. That was the extent of my 
participation. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know now that the National Council of Arts, 
Sciences, and Professions has been officially declared by an investiga- 
tive agency of the United States to be a Communist-front organiza- 
tion? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Arens. When did you first learn that? 

Miss Houurpay. I learned that when I read it in Red Channels for 
the first time. 

Mr. Arens. It has been repeatedly cited as a Communist-front 
organization; has it not? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now who solicited your membership or affiliation with 
the National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions? 

Miss Houurpay. Is that the same one, the first one? 

Mr. AreEns. Yes. 

Miss Houurpay. I want to make sure. 

Mr. AreENns. That is the one we were just talking about. 

Miss Houuipay. It had several titles. 

Mr. Arens. You were with it before it changed its name to National 
Council of Arts, Sciences, and Professions? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. I never renewed my membership. 

Mr. Arens. Were you with the predecessor organization? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Who solicited your membership in the predecessor 
organization? 

Miss Houuipay. It was something that a lot of actors were doing. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have a recollection of who solicited your 
membership? 

Miss Hotuipay. I don’t have a real recollection of a specific person, 
but I do know that people would call or write with names on their 
letterheads, or call and say, ‘‘I am speaking for a committee which is 
headed by Jo Davidson, Eleanor Roosevelt,’’ people with names that 
are immediately reassuring. At that time they didn’t have to be 
reassuring, but nevertheless they commanded your respect and made 
you think about it. 
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I must say that I got into it because of the kind of people that were 
getting into it, and because I wanted to help elect Roosevelt even 
though I never did anything very positive about it except, as I said, 
give them my two bucks. 

Mr. Arens. You let your name be used? 

Miss Houuipay. I let my name be used. 

Senator Warkrins. You did not consider these organizations were 
political organizations for the purpose of electing President Roosevelt, 
did you? 

Miss Houuiipay. Well, I didn’t think of them as like the Democratic 
Party, but I did think of them as what they said they would be, 
getting actors together and artists. I think they used the word 
artists. 

Senator Warkins. That is how Jo Davidson came into it? 

Miss Hotuipay. Yes, for the purpose of making other people want 
to elect Roosevelt because these names were for him, just as the 
Madison Square Garden thing for Eisenhower was certainly not a 
political organization, I don’t think. 

Senator Watkins. We thought it was. 

Miss Houuipay. Was it? 

Senator Warxkins. It certainly had some indications of it, some 
of the characteristics of a political meeting or a political organization. 

Miss Houtumay. What I mean is that they try to draw other 
people to the same—they try to draw other people through the names. 

Senator Warkins. If your purpose was to help elect Roosevelt 
why did vou not do this for the Democratic Party directly? 

Miss Houuipay. Because they never asked me. 

Senator Watkins. How come this so-called leftist-front group 
would come to you? Did you know any acquaintance in this group? 

Miss Houurpay. I was in the theater. 

Senator Warkins. A lot of people do that same thing. 

Miss Houurpay. I won an award. 

Senator Warkins. You are not referring to the last award? 

Miss Hoturpay. This was the Clarence Durward award, and I had 
my picture with a little laurel wreath around me. They probably 
thought: This appears in the paper every day. It was Kiss Them 
for Me. At that time I didn’t have any idea that they were a Com- 
munist front. 

Senator Watkins. Did you not have any friends that were Com- 
munists? 

Miss Houuipay. Never. 

Mr. Arens. Alvin Hammer, however, refused to testify before the 
House Un-American Activities Committee as to whether or not he 
was a Communist? 

Miss Houuipay. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Adolph Green and Betty Comden, with whom you were 
associated in the Revuers, have Communist-front records; do they 
not? 

Miss Houurpay. No. 

Senator Warkins. Are you sure of that? 

Miss Houurpay. I am as sure of that as I can be of anybody that 
isn’t me. 

Senator Watkins. You know them well? 
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Miss Houurpay. I know them well, and I know them to be a com- 
pletely unpolitical people. They are terrific hard workers, and that 
is their life. 

Mr. Arens. Adolph Green, vour friend, was a sponsor of the 
Committee for the Reelection of Benjamin Davis? 

Miss Houurpay. | certainly never knew that. 

Mr. Arens. Betty Comden, your friend, was reported to be a 
sponsor of the Committee for the Reelection of Benjamin Davis; 
was she not? 

Miss Houturpay. I never knew that, and I really doubt it. I don’t 
know whether I am supposed to say that, but I doubt it. 

Mr. Arens. Betty Comden was one of the entertainers at the 
Madison Square Garden rally of the Spanish Refugee Appeal of the 
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, September 24, 1945, as shown 
in the Daily Worker for September 24, 1945? 

Miss Hoturpay. To my knowledge she was not. 

Mr. Rirxrxp. To your knowledge, you mean as far as you know? 

Miss Houurpay. As far as I know, she was not. 

Senator Warkins. You were intimate at that time, were you not, 
with her? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Senator Warkins. Had been for vears? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Betty Comden was one of the sponsors of the Com- 
munist May Day Parade in 1946, which was the annual mobilization 
of Communist strength? 

Miss Houuipay. | am sure she didn’t. 

Mr. Argens. And Betty Comden also has signed at least one state- 
ment of the National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions; 
has she not? 

Miss Houtipay. She may have. That sounds much more possible 
than any of these other things. I know this woman, she has no inter- 
ests in things like that. 

Mr. Arens. You also signed some other statements by this com- 
mittee, the National Council of Arts, Sciences, and Professions; did 
you not? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Mir. AngeNs. You signed an ad about ‘“We are for Wallace’; did you 
not? 

Miss Houuimpay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. That was in 1948? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Mr. Arpens. That was subsequent to the time that the National 
Council for the Arts, Sciences, and Professions had been officially 
found to be a Communist-front and controlled organization; was it not? 

Miss Hoturay. You mean that was before that; is that what you 
mean? 

Mr. Arens. No, it was after that. 

Miss Houuipay. And it was public knowledge? 

Mr. Arens. Let us strike that from the record and start over again. 
put it to vou as a fact that on October 28, 1948, yea were a signer 
of an ad “We are for Wallace,’ sponsored by the Communist-front 
organization of the Arts. Sciences, and Professions? 
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Miss Houurpay. I was a signer of an ad sponsored by the organiza- 
tion, which I did not know was a Communist front, but I was for 
Wallace. 

Mr. Arens. What has been your affiliation with the Scientific and 
Cultural Conference for World Peace sponsored by the National 
Council of Arts, Sciences, and Professions? 

Miss Houuipay. | can tell you exactly, I have gone over it many 
times. The bell rang one day, and a group of young people aged, oh, 
I don’t know, 15 to 18, stood there and said, “We are some sort of 
youth’”’—I told you the name of that; do you remember? 

Mr. Rirxinp. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. By the way, it was in March of 1949? 

Miss Hotuipay. Whenever that was. 

Mr. Arens. Is that not the date, March of 1949? 

Miss Houurpay. If that was around that conference. 

Mr. Arens. You having done all this research of your activities? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Is this not an incident that occurred in March of 1949? 

Miss Houurpay. Is that when the conference was? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Miss Houuipay. Then it was before that. 

Mr. Arens. Proceed. 

Miss Hoxiuipay. Anyway, they said that we are this youth organi- 
zation and we want you to sign a petition for the peace conference. 
We don’t think that we have to have a war, and there is going to be 
a big peace conference and Albert Einstein and Thomas Mann— 

Mr. Arens. Why do you think they called on you? 

Miss Houiipay. Well, I was sort of flattered. 

Mr. Arens. It is because your name could be used in a movement 
of that character? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Because your name had the prominence e in the theater‘ 

Miss Houuipay. But I was sort of pleased that these young pe as 
thought of me as belonging to their age category rather than the adult 
people, and I signed the petition. 

Mr. Arens. And you knew that your signature on that petition 
would have an influence on public opinion, on the people of this 
Nation; did you not? 

Miss Houurpay. Well, I didn’t know 

Mr. Arens. At least to a degree it would have that influence? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 1 didn’t know I was going to be a sponsor. 
I don’t think I ever said I was going to be in it in any Way. 1 simply 
said, “Yes, | am for the peace conference.’ As it was put to me it 
was the question of peace, do you want peace, and I said, ‘‘Yes, of 
course.’ 

Mr. Arens. Miss Holliday, you are not trying to tell us that the 
young people asked you whether you were for peace or war and you 


said peace? Those people asked you if you would sponsor'the con- 


ference, the Scientific and Cultural Conference for World Peace; did 
they not? 

Miss Hotuipay. Not sponsor it. They said, ‘‘We want to have a 
petition’’—I think it was so that they could have representation as 
their youth outfit. They wanted to get names cu their youth outfit. 

Mr. Arens. And you signed it? 
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Miss Houuipay. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. And you knew at the time that it was identified as the 
Scientific and Cultural Conference for World Peace? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. That appeared on the petition? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that this peace conference has been 
cited by the House Committee on Un-American Activities as ‘actually 
a mupemnnachaieanaes of the inveterate wheel horses and supporters of 
the Communist Party and its auxiliary organizations’’? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes; | have since learned that. 

Mr. Arens. When? 

Miss Houurpay. | learned it when I picked up a copy of Life and 
read the article and saw all the pictures of the people who had been 
at the conference. 

Mr. Anens. That was just in 1949 that you did this; is that correct? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes; | guess so; yes. 

Mr. Arens. Just 2 or 3 years ago? 

Miss Houurmay. Yes; that was ‘when the conference was; that was 
when | did it. 

Mr. Arens. Had you not seen in the newspapers the articles re- 
specting the Communist fraud, Communist peace fraud, the Com- 
munist fronts? 

Miss Houuipay. I think I have to explain, as silly as it sounds, my 
way of reading the newspapers. I go to the theater section and I read 
it. Sometimes I read the rest. Now, no, now it is not true, but at 
that time it was true. Now I read the papers. At that time I was 
interested in the theater news and auction notices and puzzle s. 

Mr. Arens. Apparently you were interested in other things, too? 

Miss Hotumay. When they get called to my attention, but it’s 
not my habit. I am probably not a good citizen because I don’t 
read the news or didn’t. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have a conversation with representatives of 
the motion picture organization with reference to your Communist- 
front activities at the time that you signed this peace petition as an 
affiliate of the Scientific and Cultural Conference for World Peace? 

Miss Houurpay. No. 

Mr. Arens. When did that come? Did that come later? 

Miss Houipay. That came last year. 

Mr. Arens. Now affirm or deny the fact that you were a member 
of the sponsoring committee for “Enroll for Peace’? luncheon held at 
the Essex House in New York on May 10, 1949, under the auspices 
of the Women’s Committee of the National Council of Arts, Sciences, 
and Professions. 

Miss Houurpay. That is a new one I don’t know about. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have a recollection? 

Miss Houiurpay. No; I don’t. 

Mr. Arens. Some couple of months after you became affiliated 
with the Scientific and Cultural Conference for World Peace you 
sponsored ‘Enroll for Peace’’ luncheon at the Essex House in New 
York? F 

Miss Houuipay. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know where the Essex House in New York 
City is? 
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Miss Houurpay. Ido. The only time that I was ever at the Essex 
House was when I was a young girl to go dancing there. 

Mr. Arens. You were an entertainer at a carnival and dance held 
at the Hotel Capitol in New York on March 25, 1950, under the 
auspices of the National Council of Arts, Scienc es, and Professions, 
were you not? 

Miss Hoxurpay. I was not. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any way of explaining how the Daily 
Worker of March 21, 1950 would list you as one of the entertainers 
at the affair I have just described? 

Miss Houuipay. | have theories about it because it has happened 
to me many times. My name has often been used without my 
knowing anything about it by various organizations. My name has 
been used publicly in print, it has also been used to get other people. 
They say, ‘Judy Holliday is coming.”” A great many of these things 
I know nothing about. I never even knew about that because I 
don’t read the Daily Worker, until the Columbia people told me. 
Then I said that I never saw it. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make any protest to the Communist Daily 
Worker when your name did appear—that your name had been pub- 
licized by that Communist paper as one of the entertainers on March 
25, 1950, under the auspieces of the National Council of the Arts, 
Sciences, and Professions? 

Miss Houuipay. I didn’t hear about it in 1950, I heard about it in 
1951. 

Mr. Arens. I understand. When you did hear about it, did you 
register a protest with the Communist Daily Worker? 

Miss Houtumay. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any comments on the item appearing in 
the Communist Daily Worker, April 4, 1950, to the effect that you 
were a scheduled entertainer at a benefit “Broadway Builds a Theater’ 
at the Hotel Capitol on April 9, 1950, under the auspices of the 
People’s Drama? 

Miss Houuipay. That isa new one. I don’t know about it and 
never heard about it. 

Mr. Arens. Nobody ever told you about that? 

Miss Houturpay. Nobody ever told me about it. May I add some- 
thing to the last question? 

Mr. Rirxinp. You mean the last preceding question? 

Miss Houipay. Yes. I didn’t register a protest in 1951 about what 
had happened in the Communist Daily Worker then probably because 
I had so many things come up at that very same time, and it wasn’t 
only the Communist Daily Worker that was doing it, it was all sorts 
of papers. I had a big article in the Telegram saying that I was going 
to appear on behalf of the National Committee for the Advancement 
of Colored People; that I was the whole head of it, and I had never 
heard of it. Nobody asked me. 

Then there was another one saying ‘‘Call Judy Holliday for reserva- 
tions” that they showed me. TI never even heard of the telephone 
number, and nobody ever called me. There were a lot of things like 
that that happened. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been affiliated with the People’s Songs? 

Miss Houuipay. I gave them a dollar after much nagging and 
pestering. I dislike folk songs intensely. I think the People’s Songs 
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are terrible. I have no interest in it at all. They kept sending me 
literature and sending me literature and I called them and told them 
to please cut it out, 1 had nothing in common, but by that time some- 
one had come up and taken my dollar. 

Mr. Arens. They just took it away from you physically? 

Miss Houirpay. No; they said, “We have been calling you and 
calling you, and you haven't responded.” I opened up my bag and 
said, ‘Here, go away.”’ But to be on record as being part of that 
just annoys me because I don’t like any part of it. 

Mr. Arens. According to the bulletin of People’s Songs, you were 
listed as a member of the board of sponsors in a letterhead dated 
March 1948, is that not correct? 

Miss Houuipay. That is what they told me. That is probably 
because I gave them a dollar. But I would have no feeling for spon- 
soring them. [| didn’t even know that they were Communist. I just 
hated their stuff 

Mr. Arens. You realize, do you not, and you did realize at the 
time vou were affiliated with all these Communist-front organizations 
that your name was a name which could be used to influence public 
opmuo0n? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arwns. You know that one of the vehicles by which the com- 
mercial advertisers undertake to influence public opinion, for example, 
to buy soap or to use toothpaste or to smoke brands of cigarettes is 
to use the name and the endorsement of a person who is prominent in 
the theater, is that not correct? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And you knew that at the tune you were affiliated with 
these various Communist-front organizations? 

Miss Houuipay. | didn’t know they were Communist-front, but I 
know that my name had that kind of value. 

Senator Watkins. Did you during this time, Miss Holliday, have 
the use of a clipping service to keep track of your publicity, an agent 
or anybody who handles that matter, bring the clippings to you? 

Miss Houuipay. No. 

Senator Warkins. You speak as though you did not know any- 
thing about these things. 

Miss Houuipay. That is right 

Senator Warkins. You were fairly well known in New York City 
even before you obtained prominence in the motion picture field? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Senator Warkins. That is where you were born and went to school? 

Miss Houurpay. That is right. 

Senator Watkins. Do you not think some of your friends would 
have called you? 

Miss Houuipay. I would have thought so except that most of my 
friends don’t read the Daily Worker as far as 1 know. In fact, | 
don’t know how anybody could be expected to keep up with the news 
from the Daily Worker. 

Senator Watkins. A person would be expected to know the organ- 
izations to which he contributes money? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Senator Warkins. You watch it now; do you not? 

Miss Hoturpay. Ho, do I watch it now. 
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Senator Watkins. Do you realize, having been associated over the 
years, that this is not anything new, this matter of using people’s 
names? If you allowed the use of your name, did you ever make an 
investigation to find out what they were like? 

Miss Hoturpay. Not until lately, not until the last year. 

Senator Watkins. Of course, lately it has become a liability to’ be 
associated with people like that. Before that did you not make an 
investigation? 

Miss Houturpay. No. 

Senator Watkins. Or instruct your secretary? 

Miss Houurpay. I didn’t have a secretary. My name was in the 
telephone book, and anybody could get me, and most everybody did. 

Senator Warkins. It was not in the name of Judy Holliday, was it? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Senator Watkins. How long has it been that way? 

Miss Houurpay. Since I changed it in 1944. 

Senator Warkins. If vou were handling it, it seems to me that most 
people who are in public life at all keep some track of what is going on 
about the use of their names and what is being said about them, 
particularly in view of the fact that this matter about communism has 
been in controversy for years long preceding 1944. You knew that, 
did you not? , 

Miss Houuipay. Sure, I knew that, but I didn’t know these organ- 
izations were Communist organizations. ‘They never said they were 
Communists. I never had any proof that they were Communist. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have any suspicion that there was a Com- 
munist conspiracy in this country? 

Miss Houurpay. I had certainly heard that there was. 

Mr. Arens. Did you think that people engaged in a conspiracy 
would come out in the open and identify themselves as conspirators? 

Miss Hotumay. No; but there were certainly Communist Parties 
in America. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know about Communist-front organizations, 
controlled and used by the Communist Party and for their own 
purposes? 

Miss Houturpay. I had heard of them mostly through people who 
had been active in Ac tors Equity. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know about Communist dupes, people who 
are sucked in by the Communists and have their names used by the 
Communists? 

Miss Houuipay. I do now. 

Mr. Arens. Did vou have a manager in 1950? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What was his name? 

Miss Houurpay. I have been with the William Morris office. 

Senator Warxrns. I would like to ask you about this: I notice that 
you had the married name of Oppenheim. Is your husband living? 

Miss Houumay. Yes. 

Senator Warkins. Did he ever call your attention to any of these 
matters? 

Miss Houiurpay. I explained to Judge Rifkind yesterday the way I 
read my mail. 

Senator Warxrns. I asked you about your husband. Did he ever 
call your attention to any of these matters? 
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Miss Houurpay. No, I don’t think he did. 

Senator Warxins. What business is he in? 

Miss Houuipay. He is in the recording business. 

Mr. Rirxrnp. Phonograph records. 

Senator Warkins. Yes. 

Miss Houurpay. Usually I would sort out personal mail from mail 
with long envelopes and throw the ones out that were not from friends 
or people, throw them right in the wastebasket without even re ading 
it, most the time before he came home, so that he never even saw 
them and particularly lately. 

Senator Warkins. He would see the papers. What I am trying 
to find out, did he not find out the fact that your name was being used 
in the newspapers? 

Miss Houtuipay. He didn’t know about it either. 

Mr. Arens. Did your uncle, Joseph Gollomb, rear you? 

Miss Houurpay. No. 

Mr. Arens. What was your assocation with him? 

Miss Houurpay. It was not a very close association except when I 
was achild. I would have to go into some personal details about him 
if | were to tell you the story. Do you want me to do that? 

Mr. Arens. You knew, of course, and you know now that he was a 
Communist? 

Miss Houiray. He was a very radical Communist. I don’t know 
whether he was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. He was employed by the Daily Worker, was he not? 

Miss Houumay. Yes, he was. Then he had a change of heart and 
became a rabid anti-Communist. But I had broken away from him. 
He was a very domineering man who wanted me to be a writer and 
would keep at me and badger me until, well, you know a child has no 
defense against an adult who is insistent and aggresstve. He would 
make me very unhappy most of the time. 

My mother would try to call him off. When I got old enough to 
be articulate, I said to him, ‘“You made my life unhappy, and I think 
our association should be on a casual basis, because from now on you 
can’t live my life for me.” I must have been at least 14 before 1 was 
able to do that. After the age of 14 I may have seen him once a 
month or once every 2 months. He was very hurt by it, he had no 
children of his own and had tried to live through me in a very intense 
way. 

Mr. Arens. He was your sort of intellectual mentor, was he not? 

Miss Houurpay. He wasn’t really because I would have nothing to 
do with him. Every time we got together we fought vehemently. 
It was very distressing to my mother and the rest of the family. 

Mr. Arens. When did he break with the Communist Party? 

Miss Houuipay. | think it must have been, well, I know that he 
was terribly against them around 1941 or so, and from then on. He 
was an ardent Democrat, as a matter of fact. 

Mr. Arens. He had written a number of books in defense of Com- 
munist principles and was generally regarded as an ardent Communis? 
philosopher , was he not? 

Miss Hoturpay. No. His books were never in defense of Com- 
munist principles. 

Mr. Arens. He was employed by the Daily Worker, was he not? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 
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Mr. Arens. The Daily Worker is a Communist publication, is 
it not? 

Miss Houurpay. That is right. The books were not. His books 
were novels about school life for young people, and also they were 
spy stories and detective stories. 

Mr. Arens. He took an interest in your career, did he not? 

Miss Houuipay. Up to the age of about 13 when I finally shook 
myself loose. 

Mr. Arens. Did you see him, would you say, monthly after that 
period? 

Miss Houurpay. Maybe once every 2 months, maybe once every 
month, maybe 4 months would go by. It was always a very pain- 
ful meeting which I would try to avoid as much as possible. 

Mr. Arens. When did he pass away? 

Miss Houurpay. He passed away in June, 2 years ago. 

Mr. Rirkinp. Mr. Chairman, would you mind asking the lady 
how long she has been married? 

Senator Warkins. Yes; if she does not object. 

Miss Houuipay. I have been married 4 years. 

Mr. Arens. Did you register in 1948 as a member of the American 
Labor Party in New York? 

Miss Hotuipay. Yes; 1 did. Was that the Wallace year? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And in what area or what section or what segment of 
the American Labor Party did you register? Where were you at the 
time? 

Miss Houurpay. 1948 I was already married, but I don’t know 
whether [ was living up at my mother’s or down in the village then. 

Senator Warkins. What do you mean by the “village’’? 

Mr. Rirkinp. Greenwich Village. 

Miss Hoxupay. It could have been either on Seventy-fifth Street 
or it could have been 

Mr. Arens. Manhattan or Brooklyn? 

Miss Houturpay. Everything is in Manhattan. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know at the time that the Communist Party 
was undertaking to capture the American Labor Party throughout 
New York State and that they had succeeded in capturing the Man- 
hattan and Brooklyn sections of the American Labor Party? 

Miss Houurpay. No; I did not know that. 

Mr. Arens. Who solicited you to join the American Labor Party 
section in Manhattan? 

Miss Hoxtuipay. I don’t know. I don’t even know if I was solicited. 
I think it was something that I did when I went into the registering 
thing. 

Mr. Arens. How do you reconcile your position that you took 
earlier in this session with us today to the effect that your life was 
being completely absorbed in your theatrical work with your interest 
here now in joining the American Labor Party? 

Miss Hotumway. First of all I didn’t join the American Labor Party. 

Mr. Arens. Well, in registering with the American Labor Party. 

Miss Houuipay. That was something that I did instead of saying 
Democrat or Republican. I said American Labor. 

Mr. Arens. What prompted you to do that? 
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Miss Houuipay. Because the American Labor Party, as far as I 
knew it, and not having anything to do with Communists taking it 
over, was a sort of middle party. 

Mr. Arens. How did you arrive at that conclusion? 

Senator Watkins. Middle party between what, which extremes, 
which other parties? 

Miss Houurpay. It was the party that wasn’t in power, and it was 
not the Republican Party. That is about all. 

Senator Watkins. Was it middle as to its views, as to its philosophy, 
or was it middle because it was not in power? 

Miss Houurpay. Frankly I don’t know too much about it and didn’t 
know too much about it, it just seemed a good thing to do. 

Senator Watkins. Do you know if any of your friends are members? 

Miss Hotupay. I don’t know whether they were members. 

Senator Watkins. Were your followers? Did you believe in that 
particular party’s approach? 

Miss Hotirpay. Maybe. 

Senator Warkrns. Is your husband a member? 

Miss Houurpay. | don’t think so. 

Senator Watkins. Did you ever discuss polities? 

Miss Houuipay. Only lately. And boy, we talk about nothing 
else now. But at the time I must admit I did do impulsive things 
that had no thought in back of them, no investigation. It’s true I 
did it. Now I am quite different, but it’s too late. At the time I 
did things that seemed like a good idea and didn’t think of the conse- 
quences or the full meaning of the act. 

Senator Watkins. Did you not have some friends who were mem- 
bers of the Communist Party that were talking along the lines of the 
Communists? 

Miss Houurpay. My husband’s friends talked either music or 
records, and my friends talked show business and who was getting 
where and what you had to do to get a Job and what kind of notices 
Variety gave this out of town. If you are among actors there is no 
limit to how much they can talk and gossip about that kind of thing. 
When I was at gatherings where there were discussions of world 
policies or international affairs, I must confess that I didn’t listen. 
I had no interest in it, and I would try to wait to swing the conversa- 
tion back to something in which I too could participate. 

Senator Warkins. You knew that the artist, Jo Davidson, was 
an advocate of somewhat leftist policies? 

Miss Houurmay. | found that out later. 

Senator Watkins. Did you not know that at the time? 

Miss Hotuipay. I did not know at the time. Jo Davidson was 
a great name in art, it was a respectable name. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Stella Holt? 

Miss Houuipay. | don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. H-o-l-t? 

Miss Houuiipay. | don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know the executive secretary for the Voice of 
Freedom Committee? 

Miss Houiipay. No; who is it? 

Mr. Arens. Stella Holt? 

Miss Houurpay. No. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member of the Voice of Freedom Committee? 
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Miss Houturpay. I don’t know if lam amember. I gave them $2 
once. 

Mr. Arens. And your name appears and is used by the organiza- 
tion as a sponsor along with a number of other persons, does ft not? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes; but it’s also used as something bigger than 
that, I don’t know, “chairman” or “secretary”’ or something, which I 
have no knowledge of and never agreed to. 

Mr. Arens. Well, now | lay before you a photostat of a certain 
document with the signature appe aring there, “Judy Holliday,” and 
ask you if that is your signature? 

Miss Hotumay. It is. 

Mr. Arens. I suggest to the chairman that we file that as exhibit 1 
and place it on file for reference by the committee. 

(Exhibit No. 1 was marked and filed for the record.) 

Senator Watkins. This particular document that has be ‘en handed 
to you marked ‘Exhibit 1” you admit was signed by you? 

Miss Houuipay. That is definitely my signature. I don’t remem- 
ber signing it, but tha at is definitely my signature and I remember the 
issue Which I then believed in and still believe in, but whether the 
thing was subversive | don’t know. 

Senator Watkins. Was there any attempt to prevent people from 
using their radio? Was there any fight as to whether we would have 
a free radio? 

Miss Houurpay. That was a question of news commentators being 
thrown out of their jobs for not being inept or inadequate, but for 
having certain liberal views. 

Senator Watkins. Have you anybody in mind? 

Miss Houurpay. William L. Shirer and Gram Swing. 

Mr. Arens. When you say “liberal views,’ I suppose you do not 
mean Communist views? 

Miss Houurpay. Certainly I do not mean Communist views. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly identify the photostatic copy of the 
document which is now before you? 

Miss Houurpay. I am sure that I didn’t have 

Mr. Arens. That is a letterhead of the Voice of Freedom Com- 
mittee, is 1t not? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes; it is. 

Mr. Arens. And your name appears there as one of the sponsors, 
does it not, on the letterhead? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes, it ee 

Mr. Arens. And there are a number of Communists also appearing 
there on that letterhead as caeieieea, is that not true? 

Miss Houutpay. Well, if they are Communists I don’t know which 
ones are Communists. But I am sure that there are Communists in 
there, there are Communists in all of these. 

Senator Watkins. How do you know that? 

Miss Houuipay. I have been told that many times. I didn’t know 
it then. 

Senator Warkins. That is the very crux of this investigation. 
When were you told that these people were Communists? 

Miss Houurpay. I have been told every day for the past year prac- 
tically. Not every day, but I have had my eyes opened like they 
have never been opened in the last year by Columbia, by lawyers, by 
people that I have hired to investigate me. I wanted to know what 


I had done. 
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Senator Warkins. You hired people to investigate you? 

Miss Houuipay. I certainly did; because I had gotten into a lot of 
trouble. 

Mr. Arens. What do you mean by you had gotten into a lot of 
trouble? 

Miss Holliday. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Has anybody tried to prosecute you? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Who? 

Miss Houiurpay. Prosecute? No; 1 thought you meant persecute. 

Senator Warkins. Who has tried to persecute you? 

Miss Houuipay. I have hed my contract threatened, and I have 
been picketed. 

Senator Warxrns. Where did those threats come from? 

Miss Houtumay. One was the Catholic War Veterans, who picketed 
me three times in New York City. 

Senator Warkins. Would you tell us about the times? 

Miss Houumay. One time was when ar Yesterday opened, which 
was last year. opened the day after Christmas. The next time 
was when I opene ed | in Dream Girl. 

Senator W ATKINS. You do not mean a personal appearance? 

Miss Houuipay. A personal appearance. They were outside. The 
next time was when this picture opened at the Victoria Theater. 

Mr, Rirxinp, Which picture? 

Miss Hotuipay. A couple of weeks ago, The Marrying Kind. 

Senator Watkins. When you say they picketed you, you mean the 
picture? ° 

Miss Houuray. The signs read ‘While our boys are dying in 
Korea Judy Holliday is instead defaming Congress.’ That was one 
of them, which is so terrible and wrong that ‘1 naturally was very 
upset by it. Another one said that “Judy Holliday is the darling of 
the Daily Worker.” That was another one. In another one I don’t 
remember exactly what they said. This time I didn’t see the pickets. 

Then they had leaflets saying that I was a Communist, and they 
handed them out to all the people. Then this time they had different 
signs, which I didn’t see, which named me along with the other people 
who were connected with the picture. So when you want to know 
why I say I am in trouble, that is the kind of trouble I am in, because 
I didn’t know the subversive character of any of these things. 

Senator Warkins. Of course, what you have said in effect here’is 
that you, on most of these, your answer has been no, that you were 
not connected with them in any way. 

Miss Houuipay. I can tell you plenty that I was connected with. 

Senator Watkins. What ones that are under suspicion? 

Miss Houuipay. All right; | went to speak against censorship. 

Senator Watkins. When was this? 

Miss Houurpay. I made a 1-minute tape recording. You see, I 
don’t like to appear with large groups of people. I don’t like to go 
to parties. I never go to Sardi’s, which is a theatrical hang-out, or 
club. It is hard for me, I get very self-conscious and I don’t like 
it. So that my participation when it was a participation of a physical 
nature was always very restricted. 

In this case I went to Sardi’s Restaurant upstairs, there were no 
people up there—you know, no diners—and talked against censorship. 
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Miss Houuipay. | don’t know if lama member. I gave them $2 
once. 

Mr. Arens. And your name appears and is used by the organiza- 
tion as a sponsor along with a number of other persons, does ft not? 

Miss Houtipay. Yes; but it’s also used as something bigger than 
that, I don’t know, “chairman” or “secretary” or something, which I 
have no knowledge of and never agreed to. 

Mr. Arens. Well, now I lay before you a photostat of a certain 
document with the signature appearing there, ‘Judy Holliday,” and 


ee 
ask vou lf that is vour signature? 
| : of 
Miss Houurpay. It is. 
Mr. Arens. I suggest to the chairman that we file that as exhibit 1 
and pla it on f for referen by the committer 
Kxhi \ rked cl le Ol hy I Te 
4 7 
. \ his particu it that has been hand 
T \ ! l ‘ 0) 1) Vo 
\ | | L t remem 
T 1 41 
i i i} Cl Live 
j } ! 
i} nether the 
y 
C ' 
\ | 1) \ 1) ( il 
‘ ; 
tl i i ‘ ad ’ Lit W ¢ We iid have 
zi ti 
Hou r est of me tators being 
{ Wh ¢ oi t! l [ ept ¢ } equi but for 
i fil Cl Vi \ 
14 1] 
») i ell { ] 
Ho IDAY VV iti lu S| I uv d (al nb OWI] 
Mr. Arens. When you say “liberal views,’’ ] ppose vou do not 
mei (om! nist \ 
\liss Ho pay. Certainly I do not mean Communist views 
1 , “es 1} . 1 P 4 
Mir. Arens. Would vou kindly identify the photostatic copy of the 
di ] 1 wh hy is y ) ' I 
liss Houturpay. I am sure that I didn’t have 
Mr. Arens. That is a letterhead of the Voice of Freedom Com- 
mitt is 1t not? 
Miss HoLutp Yes 
} 1 1 
Mr. Arens. And vour name appears there as one of the sponsors, 


erhes 1? 


Mr. Arens. And there are a number of Communists also appearing 
there on that letterhead as Sponsors, 1S that not true? 

Miss Hotiipay. Well, if they are Communists I don’t know which 
ones are Communists. But I am sure that there are Communists in 
there, there are Communists in all of these 

Senator Warkins. How do you know that? 

Miss Honurpay. I have been told that many times. I didn’t know 
it then 

Senator Warkins. That is the very crux of this investigation. 
When were vou told that these people were Communists? 

Miss Houuipay. I have been told every day for the past vear prac- 
tically Not every day, but I have had my eyes opened like they 


have never been opened in the last vear by Columbia, by lawyers, by 


people that I have hired to investigate me. I wanted to know what 


] had done 
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Senator Warkins. You hired people to investigate you? 

Miss Houuipay. I certainly did; because I had gotten into a lot of 
trouble 

Mr. Arens. What do you mean by you had gotten into a lot of 
trouble 


Miss Holliday Yes 


Mr. Arens. Has anybody tried to prosecute vou? 
Miss Houuipay. Yes 
Mr. Arens. Who? 
\I HLLOLLIDAY Prosecute? No; | thought you Meant persecul 
Senator Watkins. Who has tried to persecul UL. 
Mi HOLLIDAY | have had my contract tl reat ned, and | have 
hy » 7 ted 
. yr WATKIN \\ did tho ts 
Miss Ho () s t] { ho \\ \ 
me th 1 } <A 
s or W ; \ ou 
Ni Le 2 un \ I 1 Be ( ) 
| ( 
i 1) ( 
\\ do 1 ra 


1} \ , | { Op 1 y if i ihe 

Mr. RirKInD. Whi 

MI Ho i A Mp Ol ee I’) \iar Kain 

= } \\ | VW} ‘ j thy rid { } yt] Y) 
pi ° 

Nis HOLLIDAY The signs read ‘‘Whil our boy ar ay i 
Kon t Judy Holliday | ast ad aelaming Cong CSS ao it Wh rit 
of Lnem, Which is so terrible and wrone that | naturally was ( 
upset DY 1 \notl one said that ‘Judy Hollidav is the dar! r oO] 
the Daily Worker.’”’ That was another ons ly npotner one tL dol 
remember exactly what they said. This time I didn’t see the picket 

Then they had leaflets saving that | was a Communist, and they 
handed them out to all the people. ‘Then this time they had different 
signs, which I didn’t see which named me along with the other people 
who were connected with the picture, so when vou want to know 


whv | iy 1 am in troubl that is the kind of trouble I am in, because 
Il didn’t know the subversive character of any ol these thines 
Senator Warkins. Of course, what you have said in effect here’ is 
that you, on most of these, your answer has been no, that you were 
not connected with them in any way. 
Miss Honuipay. I can tell you plenty that I was connected with. 
Senator Watkins. What ones that are under suspicion? 
Miss Houuipay. All right; | went to speak against censorship. 
Senator Watkins. When was this? 
Miss Houurpay. I made a 1-minute tape recording. You see, | 


don’t like to appear with large groups of people. I don’t like to go 
to parties. | never go to Sardi’s, which is a theatrical hang-out, or 
club. It is hard for me, I get very self-conscious and I don’t like 
it. So that my participation when it was a participation of a physical 


nature was alw VS very restricted. 
In this case I went to Sardi’s Restaurant upstairs, there were no 
people up there—you know, no diners—and talked against censorship. 
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Senator Warkrins. You made this recording? 

Miss Houuipay. Into this little recorder which was to be used for 
the Stop Censorship Committee; the book banning. 

Mr. Arens. Who is banning books in this country? 

Miss Houtuipay. Books have been banned in Boston. 

Mr. Arens. Those are licentious books, are they not? 

Miss Houiipay. Some of them have been proved not to be licen- 
tious. 

Senator Warkins. Not books of a political tinge? 

Miss Houuipay. No. 

Mr ARI Ns. Do you think books advocating treason and sponsor- 
ing the forcible overthrow of the Government, advocating Commu- 
nist conspiracy in this country, ought to be disseminated in this 
COUNTPY f 

Miss Houtipay. No, I don’t, but I think that brings up the whole 
question of do vou think that people ought to be allowed to say what 
they are thinking and write what they think. I think, and this is just 
a theory, that | think it is a lot better to know what people are stirring 
than to let them stew around subterraneanly. 

Mir. Arens. What do you think about the McCarran Act? 

\ir. Rirkinp. Mr. Chairman? 

Senator WaTrkKINs. You said vou could tell me about a lot more, 
and you have named one 

Miss Houtiuray. When people approached me on issues that I 
believed in. However, in a shallow way because as [ admitted, | 
didn’t understand much or read much or go into much. When they 
appealed emotionally aus heme just, as beme demo ratic. or being a 
protest against something that was happening that was not democratic, 
Il said ves 

Senator Warkins. That was a lone time ago Chat was not 
receptly? 

Miss Houuipay I don’t sav ‘‘Yes’’ to anything now except cancer, 


polio, and erebral palsy, and things like that 

Senator Watkins. You said there were a lot more, and vou said 
vou could heme them Now vou have told about this one about 
making this recording 

Miss Houuipay. That is right 

Senator W rkIns. Who asked vou to do th: 

Miss Houumay. A secretary. | think most of these things 
can 

Senator Warkins, Can you answer that or not? Who asked vou 
to make that recording? Somebody requested vou, you did not just 
volunteer, did vou’ 


Miss Houurmay. O] 


no. 
Senator Watkins. Who asked vou? 


Miss Horiiipay. It was one of many things that | was ealled up for 
by people who said, “IT am ealling up for this committee.” 


Mr. ARENS. When was that: what vear? 
\fr. Chairman, while he is finding that out I would hke to have this 


identified as exhibit 2 for reference in the record. 
Senator Warkins. it mav be received 
Ke hibit No 2 was marke d an filed for the record. 
Senator Wa TKINS | would like to pursue this line be muse Miss 


Holliday is apparently willing to help the committee on some that we 
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have not heard about. You said they were investigating, your 
lawyers and others were investigating, and there were a lot more of 
them? 

Miss Houurpay. Let’s refer to the record. I paid for a lawver, 
too, you know, not Judge Rifkind, but last year. 1 wanted to find 
out all about it. 

Mr. Arens. That was at a time when you were being hurt finan 
cially by your Communist-front activities? 

Miss Hot LIDAY No: | hadn't been hurt then 

Mr. Riekinp. Sardi’s, some time in March of 1948 

Senator WarkKINsS. You see, that has not been verv | me ago 

Miss Hotumpay. No 

Senator Watkins. And that has been since we have been having 
alot of difficulty with the Communists 

Miss Houuipay. How are vou going to know that people who want 
to stop censol ship are Communists? 

Senator Warkins. The people that put that to vou were peopl 
who are advocating the overthrow of this Government by foree and 
violence 

Miss Houurpay. Yes 

Senator WATKINS. If thei books intend to mete people to do that 
very thing, do vou not think the country ought to take notice of that? 

Miss Hotnuipay. Yes; but | think they should alwavs know what 
thev are thinking 

Senator Warkins. If thev are thinking of killing somebody and 
they are urging the killing of somebody, do you think that ought to 
be published? 

Miss Houuipay. Then vou can stop them 

Mi ARENS What do vou think about the \NieCarran Act? 

Mr Ru KINI Nii Chairman should she bi called on to answer that 
question? 

Senator WATKINS. Not for the moment 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I want to submit to the Chairman 
here as counsel to the committee that that question is very pertinent 

Miss Hotuipay. Then I will answer vou. 

Senator Warkins. I will allow it in a moment, but I] wish counsel 
would let me get this cleared up, for the witness to tell about these 
others, because it is all on one subject, and then 1 will rule on that 


question 

Mr. Rirxinp. Do you want me to tell you what I have here? 

Senator WATKINS. Let her tell 

Judge Rifkind is not to tell vou He is not to coach vou in any 
wav, and he does not want to, I do not believe : 

Miss Hotuipay. The Moscow Art Theater 

Senator Watkins. You said there were a lot of others? 

Miss Honumpay. Yes 

Senator Watkins. | am very much interested if there were a lot of 
others that we have not even heard about. 

Miss Hottipay. I cuess there aren't a lot of others 

Senator Warkins. That is what you said. 1 am only taking your 
word for it I wanted to ask before we left that subject 

Mr. Rrrxinp. | am willing to tell exactly what our investigation 


shows if that will help vou 
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Senator Warkins. If we need you, Judge, we may call you as a 
witness, but I want to know what Miss Holliday knows. She has 
taken the position that recently she reads everything and does not 
agree to anything. I am wondering whether she was really a dupe 
and just sigaed out of the goodness of her heart or whether she was 
associated in these movements. That is what we are interested in 
finding out because it is important for the country to know whether 
people in public life, people who are in a position to influence public 
opinion, what their position is. That is why I am going to let him 
ask you what you think about the McCarran Act, because it is im- 
portant that we know. 

We started out by giving a list of these, and you said there were a 
lot of others. Now you have mentioned this Moscow Art Theater. 
What did you find out about that one? 

Miss Houtuipay. That was one that [ did 

Senator Warkins. You did find out? 

Miss Hotiipay. You started out by saving, “You didn’t admit 
most of your associations.”” In my mind it was that | had admitted 
most of my associations. 

Senator Watkins. In your own mind now you think that the 
questions we have asked you about these associations, your answers 
were that you allowed them to use your name in some way or another? 

Miss Hotumay. Whatever answers I gave were the answers that 
I knew to be true. But in my mind it seems to me that I have 
admitted more than I have denied, that is what I was trying to say. 

Senator Warkins. I was wondering if vou had made any reserva- 
tions in your own mind when you were denying at the time or whether 
you felt, “IT might have, but I am not telling 

Miss Hoxiuipay. No; I am telling the truth as far as I know the 
truth. 

Senator Warkins. I am not saying that you are not. Now you 
started tell ne us about the Moseow Art Theater, what about the 
others? 

Miss Horumay. You heard about the Moscow Theater? 

Senator Warkins. You said there were many more? 

Miss Hotuimpay. You are going to ask me something? 

Senator Warkins. I am going to permit counsel to ask vou that 
question 

Mr. Arens. What is vour attitude about the MeCarran Act? 

Miss Hoxuuipay. I can tell vou what my attitude is I said to 
Judge Rifkin ight and to my husband, suppose they ask me 
what the McCarran Act is and I don’t know? So they said, “Tf vou 
don’t know, say you don’t know.’ I said, ‘Pell me what it 1s.” 


a 
it inst 


They said, “No; vou are going to have enough to do without suddenly 
finding out what an ect is and suddenly formulating” 

Mr. Arens. You had a little session with them last night with 
respect to vour testimony today? 


Miss Houtumpay. We met last night; ves. I don’t know what the 
MeCarran Act is 

Mr. Arens. Have you contributed to a group known as_ the 
National (‘ommittee to R peal the MeCarran Act? 

Miss Houuipay. No, | haven't 

Senator Warkins. You mean that vou have not? Do vou know 
anvthing about that group’ 
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Miss Houuipay. No. 

Senator WATKINS. You never heard about it? 

Miss Hotuipay. No; and have not contributed. 

Senator Warkins. You do not have any friends who have contri- 
buted to such a movement? 

Miss Houurmpay. No 

Senator W ATKINS. Have vou ever urged directly or indirectly the 
repeal of the McCarran Act? 

Miss Houutpay. No. 

Senator Warkins. Have you protested against it? 

Miss Hotuimpay. No, | haven't. 

Senator Watkins. Did you not hear 2 or 3 years ago that the 
MeCarran Act was before the Congress and was being debated and 
was finally passed? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes 

Senator Warkins. You read the papers at that time? 

Miss Honumpay. Yes 

senator Wat KINS. You knew what the (r neral idea was, to register 
the Communists? 

Miss Houuipay. Now you told me. Frankly I was wondering 


whether it was about deporting people. Is that part of it? 
Mr. Rirxinp. There is a McCarran immigration bill now pending. 
Senator Warkins. I am talking about this matter of making them 
register. That did ring a bell with you, did it not? 


Miss Houuipay. Sure. 
Senator Warkins. Tell us what you know about it 
Miss Houuipay. I realize that I knew about it but forgot about it. 


Mr. Arens. Do you think that Communist organizations ought to 


1 1 > 
be required to register 


Miss Houuipay. Yes, I do; that is all a part of knowing what 


thev are about 

Mr. Arens. Now have you had anv affiliation with the World 
Federation of Democratic Youth? 

Miss Houuimay. That is the name of the people who came to me 
about the peace conference. 

Mir. Arens. That was in 1949? 

Miss Honuipay. Yes 


Mr LRENS And vou know now of course that the World I iera- 
on of Democratic Youth has been cited by the House Un-American 
\ctivities Committee in 1947 as a Communist-front organization? 

Miss Hounipay. Yes 

Mr. Arrens. You learned that since vou actually beeame identified 

or affiliated? . . 

Mis HoLLIDAY | learn | allo that last Ca! 

Vii \RENS Now I state asa fact and ask vi to affirm or deny the 
Lert th ul Wel sponsor 0 CO} iI ‘for the 
World Ye es Lin Prague and A st of 1947? 

Miss Hontipay. T have no recollection of tha 

Mr. 2 Well ' ot v Yo limes a e of 
\T > 1947 eno , , ‘ | ‘ ( mm ‘ f; 
he World Yo lin Pra 1 nd August 1947? 

\f S {| : : 3 | ‘ iE : a f 
\ 

} 
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Miss Houuiipay. Well, it could be, but I don’t remember it. 

Senator Warkins. You have no memory whatever of it? 

Miss Houurpay. No. 

Senator Warkins. Nobody talked to you about it at that time? 

Miss Houturpay. You see, a lot of these things if you participate 
physically in some th ing you are bound to remember it. If somebody 


calls you or send i lot of letters which you throw out and the sy finally 
vet to Vou and say, “Took, you have n’t responded. W ill you le nd 
yourname?”’ [tis just a voice ona telephone, someone that you don’t 


know socially and you haven’t seen in person, and there are many of 
those calls 

Senator WarkINs. You were not in the habit of saying yes to stran- 
gers calling you on the telephone? 

Miss Houtumay. No: thev alwavs identified themselves with the 
cause or sometimes mentioned other peopl 
enator Warkins. That you knew? 

Miss Hotumay. On the letterhead were respected people. Then | 
would say ‘Yes.’’ But it is awfully hard to know who they were 
vhen you never mel them 

Mr. Arens. Now in 1948 did you express vourself in opposition to 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities in its efforts to ferret 
out Communists? 

Miss Houuipay. I don’t know whether that was part of the Stop 
Censorship thing 

Mr. ARENS Yes, in conjyunctvion with the OLOp Censorship (‘om- 
mitts 

Miss Houuipa. It was brought to Inv attention 

Mr. Arens. Who brought this to your attention’ 


Miss Houuipay. Mr. Bierly 
\i \RENS Who is M Bierly? 
| Houiuipay. One of the invest Tato! 


Mr. Rirkinp. Counsel means, who brought the matter to your 


attention in the first instance? 
Mr LRENS Yes. 
Miss Honumpay. My speech had to do with censorship, the one that 


] made 

Mr. Rirxinp. The one on the tape recorder? 

Miss Houuipay. The one on the tape recorder. 

Mr. Arens. Who contacted you or requested you to make this 
speech in 1948? 

Miss Houuipay. There were a number of people that called me for 
all of these things, mostly clerical workers and secretaries who said 
they were speaking for other people or for organizations, and | 
couldn't Say which one called me for what 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a lady by the name of Yetta Cohn, 
C-o-h-n? 

Miss Houiipay. Yes; she is my best friend 

Mr LRENS What has been your association with her? 


> 


| t fry 1 far } ’ ‘ ’ . 
\liss Houiip She has been my best friend for about 12 years 
ir. AREN snd | rw did vou happen to know her? 
[iss HOLLIDAY | met her at oa house ty ora COURLTY, lou iil 


Vliss Hout \ Sone is a oicewoman tor itv oO] New York 
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Mr. Arens. Has she had anything to do in any respect with your 
signatures and affihations with these Communist-front organizations? 
Miss Hotiumpay. None at all 
Mr. Argens. Has she ever counseled with you on this? 
Miss Hotiipay. No; she has no interest in that sort of thing. I] 
was told that she was a Communist 
lt ARENS | bee your pardon? 
liss Houtumpay. | was told that she was a Communist 
ir. AAREN Who told vou that? 
Miss Hotumay. Mr. Bierly, who was investigating me and my 


friends 

Mr. Arens. Would vou kindly identify this Mr. Bierly? 

Mir. Ripkinp. B-I-E-R-L-) He was an investigator employed 
by the Columbia Pictures to lock mto the past record of Miss Holli- 
idl 


ly LREN He was a former FBI man, was he not 
liss Houurpay. Yes 
Mr. Rirxinp. That I don’t know. but he was in the business of 
conducting investigations, and he was instructed 
Senator Warkins. When was he doing this 
Miss Houumpay. Last year, oh, in the spring. The only way that 
I ean figur out that anybody could Stuy that she is a Communist is 


» 


because she knows me, and Lhey Say | 2M because she is the Lost 


blameless creature, the most patriotic and honest creature that | know, 
and she is not only a member of the police force but she has been 
promoted to be the editor of the police magazine and | have full 
confidence that the police force of New York investigate their em 
plovees rather thoroughly, so that | think there is not only no basis 
for this but that it is a dreadful thing that she should be even men- 
tioned simply because she is penalized by knowing me, and | am 
penalized by knowing her, and it just never ends anywhere 

Mir. Arens. I give it to you as a fact and ask vou to affirm or deny 
the fact that you were a signer of a statement, ‘“Who’s Un-American?,’ 
a Statement attacking the House Un-American Activities Committee 
which appeared under the auspices of the Stop Censorship Committee 
In a paid advertisement in the New York Herald Tribune on October 
27, 19477? 

Miss Houuipay. | have no recollection of the ad or the situation, 
but i do know that I made the speech and undoubtedly after making 


the speech signed my name to something. | think that people would 


do that. L would assume that whoever participated that much, those 
people’s names would be used in whatever functions that organization 
went ahead with | don’t recall this particular thing, having had 


anything to do with it. 

\ir. RirKkinp. She refers to the tape recording. 
\ir. Arens. I understand, 

Did you know that the same advertisement also appeared in 
Variety, October 29, 1949, page 14? 

\liss Houurpay. | didn’t know; no. 

Mir. Arens. Did you read this statement that you say you signed 
or might have signed? 

\iss Houtuipay. Oh, | read it aloud; I read the speech aloud. 

\ir. Anens. No; lt understood you to say you signed something? 
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Miss Hoturpay. You also give clearance if you endorse a piece of 
soap, you have to sign your name. I assume that I would have to 
give clearance, although it’s not a positive thing. I don’t know 
whether I did or not, but the very fact that my participation was that 
much, [ must have given them the idea to go ahead under my name 
on whatever else they were doing. 

Senator Watkins. We called your attention to the fact that this 
appeared in Variety. You read Variety? 

Miss Hotuipay. Yes; not religiously, but I read it. 

Senator Watkins. It is one of those things that the professional 
people do, and it is really the organ of the theatrical profession? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Senator Warkins. You already said that you confined your reading 
to the theatrical papers? 

Miss Houturpay. In the newspapers; yes, the theatrical column 
came first. However, there could have been many issues in Variety 
that I missed. I even missed the issue which prognosticated that I 
was going to win the Academy Award; somebody had to tell me. So 
it is possible that I didn’t see this either. 

Senator Warkins. You have a wide acquaintance and take part 
some in the social life in New York City, do you not? 

Miss Houuipay. Not very extended. 

Senator Warkins. You say no one had called your attention to 
this ad? 

Miss Houurpay. To this particular ad, no. 

Senator Warkins. None at all, not even your husband? 

Miss Hotuimway. No 

Senator Warkins. He is more or less interested in the theater, too, 
and his work is in an allied field to the theater, is it not, his recording 
business? 

Miss Houurpay. He is a recording executive, but that is a new job. 

Senator Watkins. That is what? 

Miss Hotiipay. That is a new job. This is only a year and a half 
old. Before that he was an orchestra musician and as a musician 
wouldn’t read Variety unless I told him there was something about 
me in it 

Senator Warkins. The strange thing is that in your profession when 
your name appeared in something of that kind someone would not 
mention it to vou. When was the first time vou learned of that? 

Miss Houutpay. This particular Variety thing? 

Senator Warkins. Yes. 

Miss Hounipay. Yes. The only Variety ad [ was in 

Senator Warkins. What about the Herald Tribune ad? 

Miss Houuipay. Of the youth 

Senator Warkins. This same ad he called your attention to 
appeared in the New York Herald Tribune? 

Miss Hounipay. No. 

Senator WATKINS. Do you read the New York Herald Tribune? 

Miss HOLLIDAY That is the papel | vet. 


Senator Ws PRINS, Ay qd yet vou did ot see it? 

Miss Houurpay 1 did not see it 

Senator WATKINS And no one among your friends ever mentiones 
that thev saw vour name attached to the ad? 


Miss Honiip 4 NO 
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Mr. Arens. What was your participation in the movement pro- 
testing the indictment of the so-called Hollywood Ten for contempt 
of Congress? 

Miss Houuipay. I allowed my name to be used in that. 

Mr. Arens. That is what this ad was about, was it not? 

Miss Houtipay. Oh, is that the same ad you are talking about? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Miss Houuipay. Oh, well, | didn’t identify it that way. I identi- 
fied it as a protest against the indictment of the Hollywood Ten; 
that there should be, that they weren’t, you had to prove them guilty. 

Mr. Arens. That is what you have to prove in this country. You 
have to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt, and is that not what 
they were doing in this particular case, submitting it to a grand jury, 
the question of probable cause of the guilt of the Hollywood Ten for 
refusal to testify on certain matters before the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities? 

Miss Hotiipay. Yes; but I at the time didn’t believe that they 
were guilty or that they were Communists. 

Mr. Arens. How did you know? 

Miss Houurpay. | just didn’t believe it, that’s all. 

Mr. Arens. Had you heard the evidence? 

Miss Houxiipay. No, not all of it. 

Senator Warkins. Were you acquainted with any of these 10? 

Miss Houurpay. No. 

Senator Watkins. You mean to say that vou were not acquainted 
with anv of those 10 men and yet you would sign a protest? 

Miss Houtuipay. Yes 

Mr. Arens. These people on whose behalf you were protesting 
had all been indicted by a grand jury for contempt of Congress, were 
they not? 

Miss Houiipay. Yes 

Mr. Rirexinp. [| should like to suggest that a look at the ad might be 
helpful. 

Senator Warkins. Do you have a copy there? 

Mr. Rirkinp. No; I haven't. 

Senator Warktins. Do you have it? 

Mr. Arens. No 

Mr. Rirkinp. We have not been able to find any such ad 

Mr. Arens. Who ts it that came to you and told you in effect that 
vou should let your name be used in behalf of people who had been 
indicted in the normal judicial process of this land for contempt of 
Congress? 

Miss Houuipay. | don’t know 

Mr. Arens. Did you have in your mind that the use of your signa- 
ture would influence? 

Miss Houuimpay. | think it emanated again from this ASP. 

Mr. Rirxinp. Arts, Sciences, and Professions? 

Miss Houumay. Yes. They called up and said, “It’s a shame, that 
these people are innocent, and we want to protest it,’ and I said O. K. 


That was about it 

Mr. Arens. And vou let your name be used in their defense, pro- 
esting the trial ol peopl who had been indicted? 

Miss Ho | don’t know if it was protesting the trial. +The 


‘ ‘ ; ‘ . an : 
Win { med »] | \ protes ine the faet that the motion-pieture 
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companies could fire people and not defend them if they just even 
thought they were guilty. I am not too clear about it. I know that 
I at the time had a feeling about it, that it was wrong to do that. 

Mr. Arens. This was with reference to people who were indicted 
for failure to answer questions before the House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee, is that not true? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And you knew at the time you let your name be used? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You knew that the failure to answer was failure to an- 
swer questions with reference to Communist activities in this country, 
is that not true? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Senator Warkins. You still insist that you did not know any of 
these people? 

Miss Houuipay. | had met one of them, but I didn’t know them. 
I didn’t even know them to speak to as 1 speak to you. I had met 
one of them, named Adrian Scott, at a party where we played a game 
of charades. As it happened, we played in two separate rooms, and 
he was not on my team, so I had very little to do with him. 

Senator Warkins. Do you have a wide acquaintance in the the- 
atrical field in Hollywood? 

Miss Hotuipay. In Hollywood, no 

Senator Watkins. Have you ever lived in Hollywood? 

Miss Houturpay. Yes; | lived in Hollywood for a vear before 1 was 
in pictures. [ was under contract to Twentieth Century and didn’t 
know anvbody and nobody wanted to know me and I never met 
anvbody. Then when I did do pictures I would go out there for 3 
months, work exhaustively and come home. You get up at 5:30 and 
come home at 7 at night and you fall into bed and just keep going. 
It’s terrific work, and | never socialize. I was always eager to come 
here. I resented the time I spent there, and | never met many 
people. [I don’t even know too many people in the theater profession 
in New York. I led a very quiet and secluded life. My friends, a 
great many of them, are my husband’s or Betty and Adolph, this girl 
Yetta Cohn. We are like a family. We don’t go out to cocktail 
parties and we don’t get out with people, it’s just our way of life. 
We don’t do st: 

Senator Warkins. The reason I am asking you the question is to 
see Whether vou had an opportunity to know about this whole thing. 
You plead innocence about it; that vou do not know anything about 
it, and that you never heard about it? 

Miss Hoxuipay. No, no, | didn’t know that it was called some- 
thing 

Mr. Arens. You have a recollection of letting your name be used? 

Miss Hotuimay. I do. 

Mr. Arens. In defense of these 10 people who were indicted by a 
grand jury in the United States, duly impaneled, for failure to answer 
questions before a congressional committee; is that not correct? 

Miss Houurpay l do. 1 don’t know whether or not I had good 
and sufficient reason for doing what I did. I certainly know that it 
was not presented to me that way 

Mr.Arens. How was it presented to you? 
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Miss Houuipay. It was presented to me as something about 
underdogs. All right, I have been a sucker for that, I usually say 
~ a” 

Mr. Arens. You knew Communists were involved tn this? 

Miss Houuipay. I didn’t know they were Communists 

Senator Warkins. Did vou know they were charged with com- 
munism? 

Miss Houuimpay. Yes 

Senator Warkins. You knew that? 

Miss Hotumay. Yes. They said that they shouldn’t answer that 
and were willing to go to jail rather than answer 

Mr. Arens. Do you not think that congressional committees, 
particularly congressional committees charged with the responsibility 
of developing facts about the internal security of the Nation, have the 
right to inquire of witnesses with respect to Communist conspiracy 
in this country? 


Miss Hotumpay. Absolutely. As things have turned out and as I 
have learned more of what has been going on, my views have changed 
completely. At the time it was all shallow thinking. I admit | 


responded impulsively on an emotional basis many times and didn’t 
realize the seriousness of the situation, which | do now 

senator WATKINS When cid vou first have your eves opened Lo 
this situation? 

Miss Houumay. Well, | guess I read about spies and people 
really working against the Government, and then | began to realize 
the seriousness of the accusations which | once thought were nothing 
when they were directed at me and when I had to look into what | 
had been doing and what could have been the possible consequences 
of what | had been doing, ana | began Lo realize thai | should have 
been much more responsible about it and investigated much more 
thoroug ily We are in a state of extreme tension how, things 
aren't the same as they once were. | mean, Douglas MacArihur 
signed a big ad in thre New York ‘Times congratulating the Red army 


y 
») 


That was then, see 
Senator Warkins. The events that have happened that we were 
interr 


about JUST a few minutes avo were not in the same 


ovatme vo 
Te riod it all? 

Miss Hontuipay. No; but there was in my mind a sort of—not 
happy-go-lucky, but irresponsible attitude, | admit 11 lt was 
irresponsible attitude mostly on an emotional basis for a quick ‘‘ves 
for anybody th it sound d tome like they were vetting the Wrone ¢ nd 
of something 

Senator W ATKINS Did vou change after the supreme Court 
decided and upheld the conviction ol these 10”? 

Miss Hous IDAY | never did anvthing about it after that 


Senator Warkins. Lam trymeg to find out when you changed your 


mind? You must have had some different frame of mind on this if 
vou made a change Now about when was it? 

\I HOLLIDA’ don’t know There vere SO many th } 
that happened When | began to realize the possible imminence of a 
war, when | be rar to realize that there were such th nes as spies and 
peopl workine 2 LISI the COUTTS | don t KnOW when it Was, 


but I know that the whole tenor of my thinking changed considerably 
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Mr. Arens. When was the last meeting you ever attended of either 
Actors Equity, the Screen Actors Guild, or the American Federation 
of Radio Artists? 

Miss Houturpay. Years and years ago. 

Mr. Arens. Have you had any active participation in the affairs 
of those organizations recently or in the last few vears? 

Miss Hoturpay. Oh, no; years ago. 

Mr. Arens. Miss Holliday, during the course of your session here 
with the Internal Security Subcommittee have you been treated 
courteously and fairly? 

Miss HOLLpAy. Yes. 

Senator Watkins. You are not saying that 
of coercion? 

Miss Houturay. No. The fact that I am nervous is not because 
of this, because | get nervous whenever I get a parking ticket. 

Senator Watkins. If you are nervous I have not noticed it because 
l think you have conducted yourself very calmly in my judgment. 

Miss Hoturpay. Thank you. 

Senator Watkins. Now I would still like to ask you if in con- 
nection with what you said there were a lot of others? 


because ol tLTLy r fe ur 


Miss Hotumay. I want to cut mv mouth off on that. It seemed 
to me when I was interrogated by Judge Rifkind that I was admitting 
to all of these things except those that were just lies. Most of it ] 


admitted, so when you said 

Senator Watkins. Speaking now of Mr. Arens 

Miss Honimay. Yes. When vou said that most of them I have 
denied, | said no, there are a lot more. What I meant was that there 
are a lot more that | probabl, y admitted. I guess there aren’t a lot 
more There is one more that nobody has brought up, and that is 
that I went to a Wallace for President—whatever you eall it—rally 
and told a minute and a half of jokes. 

Senator Warkins. I do not think anybody is raising a question 
about anybody appearing in the Wallace campaign because Mr. 
Wallace’s campaign was supported by a legitimate party, but there 
were elements supporting Mr. Wallace at the time that were not 
eg in the welfare of the United States, apparently interested in 
the welfare of Russia, but Mr. Wallace has been disillusioned since. 

Miss Hor LipAY. Why don’t those people call up? This thing was 
Sponso! ‘ed by the ASP for Wallace reas - ever called me up from 
legitimate organizations. I didn’t have a chance to respond or not 
respond Lo the ‘m. 

Senator Warkins. Why do you suppose that the illegitimate 
organizations were calling you all the time? 

Miss Houtiirpay. Because | said “Yes’’, that is why I am sure of it. 

Senator Watkins. Your name would have been just as valuable, 
would it not, to these so-called legitimate organizations? 

Mr. Rirxinp. I think the witness misspoke herself. There have 
been a great many organizations, legitimate, to which she has re- 
sponded. 

Miss Houtuipay. I mean political organizations. Sure, I responded 
to the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Stage Door Canteens and 
USO and polio and church charities, and played benefits on battle- 
ships and things like that, but I mean politi al parties never asked me 
to respond to anything 
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Senator Warkins. Probably they had seen these als, at least your 
name was associated with them, and — came to the conclusion that 
there would be no use em iwhing you. If you endorsed Communists 
] don’t think a Democ rat Ol ‘Re pr bliea \ ould contact you Lo endorse 
their program 


Miss Houuipay. No Yet the American Legion and the Catholie 


Church has called me for contributions, which | have always responded 
to Of course, it’s neither here nor there. 
S itor WarkIns. The thing we are interested in is what influ es 
Del ted in tl country to t people who are in a position 
to influence public opinion, what influences are doing that 


Hoxuumpay. I will tell vou. They take people who will listen 


to a hard-luck story, and they give them the hard-luck story. On 
the face of 1 thei story sounds legitimate, and heart-rending. 
It sounds like vou ought to be ashamed of vourself if vou don’t 
respond » J The also use names of pe rfeethy respectable people, 
2s | mention “1, such as Kinstein, Nir Roo evelt and at the time [ 
thought Jo Davidson—well, Thomas Mann, Albert Switzer, peopl 
who are idols in every way. They use that, and then thev sa 

Mr. AREN Do vou know about the Communist record of some of 
these people vou have been talking about? Do vou know the Com- 


munist-front record of Thomas Mann? 
Miss Hountipay. No; how could | know? 
Senator Warkins. And Mr. Einstein as well? Do vou know the 


Communist-front record that he has? 


Miss Hotuipay. Then | am sure that they cot into it the wav I did 
because | am sure that none of them are Communists | mean, i you 
are a Communist, whv go to a Communist front? W) not be a 
( omamrunies! Whatever vou are, be it 

mena >W ATKINS. Of course, if vou have be } readin the news- 


papers the Communists have found they can influence pl iblic opinion 
by having Communists fine and getting in there. Some of them 
are able people in the country and they use their names. They know 
as a straight-out Communist Party line if they announced that 
they were Communists they could not get anywhere. The idea is 
to infiltrate and persuade people 

Miss Houuipay. That is right. 

Senator Watkins. If you are an example of what has happened, 
xr whether vou were a conscious agent, is one of the things we are 
trving to determine In effect you said here in a way that sre just 
did not understand, you had ignorance of that, and vou did not know 
about these affairs and what they meant 

Miss Houurmpay. 1 understood what was told to me. I wasn’t 
responsible not to look behind it. 

Senator Warkins. In other words, you did not check up on these 
requests. As a matter of fact, all of these nes just purely as a 
coincidence that so many of these people came to you? 

Miss Houurpay. It sounds terrible, but that is prett v much it. 

Senator Warkins. That is all 

Mr. Rirxinp. Mr. Chairman, would you allow me to say something? 

Senator Warkins. If you have something that you want to call 
to our attention that we have not inquired into, as chairman of this 
group I would say ves, but if it is a matter of argument, no, unless 
vou want to be sworn? 
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Mr. Rirxrinp. If there is any testimony that Mr. Arens thinks I can 
give. I just wanted to report that when Miss Holliday first came to 
me ] asked her to put down on paper just how she felt on loyalty and 
subversion, because I had not met Miss Holliday before this engage- 
ment. She wrote something down on paper, and I have edited it, and 
I brought it down here. She is willing to swear to it. If you think 
that is useful T have it. 

When vou consider that these are public records 

Senator Warkins. This might possibly become a public record; ] 
cannot assure you that it will not, but at present it is a closed session. 

Mr. Rrekinp. I do not mean a disclosed session, but it is a govern- 
mental record. I consider this woman as being one of our coming 
great actresses in this country. I think it might be well if she were 
given an opportunity to state under oath. 

Senator Warkins. I would have no objection if she wants to state 
it. Of course, if she has prepared it herself, 

Mr. Rirkrinp. Lasked her to put it on paper, and she wrote on paper 
just what she believed. I edited it and put in some punctuation marks. 

Senator Warkins. My stand has always been, I cannot speak for 
the other members of the committee, but before any statements are 
put in the record, in view of the experience that we have had recently, 
I would want to see it. I will only put in such statements as are not 
contemptuous of Congress. | do not want any witness to come in 
here and abuse the institutions; and in effect insult the entire American 
people 

Mr. Rirkinp. Please accept my warranty that it is not that kind. 
1 am sure Mr. Arens would agree that I — not be guilty of a 
participation in an indirect way to contempt Congress. 

Mr. Arens. I am not in any sense contending that vou have con- 
tempt of Convress. Howe ver, | woul | li ke an opportunity to inte I'- 
rogate the witness a little bit before the Chair arrives at a decision as 
to the admissibility of this statement. 

Senator Warkins. I want to read it first 

Miss Houumay. Would you like me to read it out loud? 


Senator WATKINS. | want to read it first. 
Mir. Arens. | would like to interrogate the witness before the 
chairman makes up his mind with reference to the admissibility of the 


statement 

Senator WATKINS I see no objection to the statement if the witness 
would like to read it mto the record, 

Mr. Arens. | should like. before she undertakes to do so, to 
interrogate a little bit with reference to the preparation of this 
statement 

Senator Watkins. All right 

Mir. ArkeNs. Who suggested that you prepare this statement? 

Miss Houturay. Columbia. 

\ir. ArENs. And who in Columbia? 

Houtumay. Well, 1 don’t know. It was sort of agreed on by 
Nate Spingold and myself 

Mir. Arens. When was the suggestion made? 

Miss Houtuipay. Well, I made several of them. 

Mir. AreNs. No, who suggested that you make this one, the 
statement that I have in my hand which your counsel just handed 
to us? 
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Miss Houuipay. I wanted to have that. You see, I had started 
a statement, I had written a statement last year. 

Mr. Arens. That is when your name came up in connection with 
the Communist fronts? 

Miss Houuipay. Because I wanted to give it to my employers and 
to NBC, which was also going to be my employer. | wanted them 
to have the record straight. I didn’t want them to feel that they 
were hiring somebody who had something to hide. I wanted to make 
it as clear as | could. So, I gave it to them. This was not for publica- 
tion or for any Government body because no Government body had 
called me. That was for them. Then when I met Judge Rifkind 
the Columbia lawyers were there, too, and we wrote this. Since it 
was not to employers but to a possible Government body, I felt that 


I might want to try to submit it. [| made a couple of changes in it 
and Jude Rifkind took it and chang ed some tenses and made sentences 
shorte! 


Mi \rens. Who helped you 1n thre preparation ol the first draft’ 

Miss Houuipay. | wrote the first draft. It was changed. Well 
let's see who was there. Nate Spingold was there 

Mr. Anens. Whois Nate Spingold? 

Miss Hotumay. He is the eastérn head of Columbia 

Mr. ArENs. Who else was there? 

Mr. Rirkinp. Columbia Pictures vou mean’ 

Miss HOLLIDAY. Yes. 

Ray Bell was there 

Mr. Argens. Whois he? 

Miss Houuipay. He is an employee of Columbia. 


Mr. Arens. Did he participate in the preparation of the original 
draft 

Miss Houumay. No; but we all discussed it. I rewrote it many 
times. It was always in my language, but we discussed it orally. 
Someone would say, ‘This is a very bad way of presenting it. You 


are using a past tense Ww hen it should be present i 

Mr. Arens. These are men who draw their salary from Columbia 
Pictures? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes 

Mr. Argens. And you_have been making pictures for Columbia 
Pictures? 

Miss Houurmpay. Yes. 

Mr. Argns. You know, of course, that it is to the interests of Colum- 
bia Pictures not to have its performers have a bad public relations or 
publicity with reference to Communist affiliations or Communist 
activities, is that not correct? 

Miss Houumpay. Sure. 

Senator Warkins. And they were very much concerned about it 
and that is the reason they suggested that you fix up some kind of 
statement? 

Miss Houturpay. The first statement 1 made was this. 

Senator WarkiNns. Can you answer that? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes. 

Mr. Arens I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Miss Houuipay. I simply said to them, I volunteered this, that I 
was not a Communist, had never been, and had no interest in anything 
subversive. It was a short paragraph. I gave it to them. Then 
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they said, “Now we want something for our record.”’ I said, ‘Good, 
I will write it and I can give it to NBC, too.” That is how that 
happened. 

Senator Warkins. It has been discussed, and finally after all these 
conferences and talks this is what you came up with for this statement 
this morning? 

Miss Houurpay. Yes. 

Mr. Rirxinp. And that is what you believe? 

Senator Warkins. Well, just a moment. We can ask her that. 

Mr. Rrrxinp. I apologize for that. 

Senator Warkrins. I realize that you are used to being in court. 

Mr. Rirxinp. | apologize. 

Senator Warkins. When did you begin to have these views, 
because before you said you never discussed politics up until about 
a vear ago? 

Miss Houurpay. That is right. 

Senator Warkins. When did you begin to have these views? 

Miss Houuipay. All of those views are views that I have never 
expressed or never even—I took for granted. I have always been for 
my country; prodemocracy, pro-America. When I did things I didn’t 
consider them to be subversive things, I didn’t think of them that way. 
I never would have done anything that way. 

Mr. Arzmns. When did you first come to the realization that there 
was a Communist Party and a Communist conspiracy in the United 
States? 

Miss Houurpay. I have always known that there is a Communist 
Party in the United States. 

Mr. Arens. When did you come to the realization that the Com- 
munist Party was a detriment to the United States, was a conspiracy, 
was unwholesome? 

Miss Hoxiuray. In view of what was happening in the world, 
naturally when Russia started being aggressive and inciting to war. 
That is when I realized the whole thing. But before that I think I 
have heard of plenty of times when unions were taken over by Com- 
munists and given a bad name. I knew. 

Mir. Arens. How about some of these other organizations? Were 
they ever taken over by the Communists? Did you ever know 
abo l { ; , , 

Miss Houturpay. I never knew about that until I was told, and 
there is a good reason, I never was a part. 

Mr. Arens. At the time you protested the indictment by the 
erand ur of these Hollywood people for failure to testify with 


reference to communism before the House Un-American Activities 
Committee, at that time were vou cognizant of the fact that the 
Communist Party in the United States, Communist activity, was 
de trimental Lo the inte rests ot! this Government? 

Miss Houtuipay. I suppose so, but I didn’t take it as-seriously as 
I take it now or even took it a vear ago 

Mr. Arens. To what extent has the financial aspect of this Com- 
muni conspiracy, insofar as it affects you personally, revelations of 
Communist-front affiliations and yourself personally, had to do with 


your change in aut itude with reference to these Communist-front 


organizations? 


Miss Honurmay. I would say it certainly affected it. 








SUBVERSIVE INFILTRATION IS] 


Senator Warkins. Well, it does as a matter of fact, I assume. 
Of course it could be very damaging to you? 

Miss Hotuay. Of course. All that’ has to happen to me is that 
I get publicity and | am through;- that is true. But 1 am not simply 
turning tail because of that. 1 have been awakened to a realization 
that I have been wresponsible and slightly—-more than slightly 
stupid. When I was solicited I always simply said, “Oh, isn’t that 
too bad. Sure, use my name. 

The few things that I actually participated in were things that | 
couldn’t possibly have thought were subversive. 

Mr. Arens. When you came to the realization of the fact that you 
had been affiliated with a number of Communist-front organizations, 
what did you do with reference to causing yourself to be disassociated 
from those organizations and to renounce the Communist movement 
in this country? 

Miss Houtuipay. I made astatement to the newspapers. 

Mr. Ariens. When was that? 

Miss Houumay. That was right after I got the academy award 
last year. That was the first thing I did, and then I had my lawyers 
check up on any organizations that continued to use my name and 
there was only one, and I wrote them a letter saying they shouldn’t. 

Mr. Arens. After you got the academy award last year there was a 
barrage of adverse publicity against vou for receiving the academy 
award in view of your many Communist-front affiliations, is that not 
correct? 

Miss Houuipay. Yes 

Mr. Arens. It was not until that barrage of publicity came after 
you had received the academy award that vou disassociated yourself 
from these Communist-front organizations and renounced the Com- 
munist movement; is that not correct? 

Miss Honimay. No; that is not correct. I made my statement 
before people got together and said, ‘It’s an outrage.’ I made it the 
day that I read in the papers that I was considered a Red. 

Senator Warkins. When did you first find out that people were 
calling vou Red? When was it vou learned that? 


Miss Houumay. It was about 3 davs after the award 

penntor Watkins. Had you not heard of it before that, that you 
were considered as beme a Communist? 

Sites Tage Ne .» You mean 

Senator Watkins. Before you received the academy award, had 
you not heard for a number of years? 

Miss Hontupay. Yes, ] had had trouble with the pickets, yes. 

senator WATKIN Vous before you had been accused by some 
people 

\Mliss Hoturpay. One vear before; that is, in December 

Senator Warxkins. That is all? 

Mi s HOLLIDAY No, no, bef I’ Decembr They threatened LO 
pik Kel before Dece npe , 


Senator WATKIN: Well. that first time when you went down and 


ken with the pickets, wherever it was in New York 
( itv, the one we called your attention to first today, did you not KHOV 
at that time that peopie were thinking of you as beige a Red or 


(‘ommunist 


iad your picture ti 


) 
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Miss Houurpay. Oh, no, of course I didn’t. If you don’t think of 
yourself as a Red or as anything, you don’t think other people are 
until they tell you. I never thought of myself as a Communist. 
Probably as stupid as I am, if I thought I was a Communist I would 
join it, but I never thought of myself as a Communist. I don’t like it; 
I want the kind of government we have here. 

Senator Watkins. Did you not suspect any of these people by 
reason of what you read in the papers, that they were supposed to be 
Reds and pro-Communists, such as Jo Davidson and Einstein and 
the rest? Did you not suspect that they were Communists? 

Miss Houuipay. At the time, of course not. 

Mr. Arens. Your affiliation with this Manhattan section of the 
American Labor Party, which was really a unit of the Communist 
Party, was of your own volition? 

Miss eo LipaAy. When I went in to register, | registered ALP, and 
in my mind ALP for years had been all right. | knew it meant nothing. 

Mr. Rurxinp. You mean nothing subversive? 

Senator WarkINs. Just what she meant we should leave to her 
LO Say, Judge 

Mr. Rirxrnp. All right. Mr. Chairman, will you let her read 
that statement? 

Senator Warkins. As far as I am concerned, we will let her read 
the statement. Since she has adopted it, I think she should have 
that opportunity. 

Go ahead and read it. I will ask you some questions about it as 
we go along 

Miss Houuipay. In preparation for my appearance before the 
Internal Security Committee of the-United States Senate, I have 
put down on paper in my own words my beliefs and attitudes so 
that the members of the committee would know exactly how I feel 
about Americanism and the subversive forces which are trying to 
undermine it. 

lam not a member of the Communist Party; I never was a member 
of the Komen Party; lam not a Communist; | am not a sub- 
versive; and | have never associated with any movement known to 
me to be subversive. I am opposed to communism; I am opposed 
to the manner in which communism operates, to the way in which it 
perverts the truth. J resent its threat to our existence. 

1 am wholeheartedly devoted to democracy. 1 believe in repre- 
sentative government. I believe in personal freedom and that freedom 
should be restricted only to the extent necessary to maintain order 
and morality. I believe in the dignity of each man and woman. 
] believe that each human being is entitled to an opportunity to 
make the most of himself. I dislike regimentation. I do not want the 
Government to shape my career or the career of any other American. 

I believe in truth, and I believe in justice administered in the 
American tradition. 

| am opposed to any force which would deprive us of our freedom. 
J know enough of communism to know that it is opposed to the princi- 
ples to which | am devoted, and that is why | am against communism. 

Having been brought up with people of the theater, I very early 
acquired an aversion to censorship. I early learned to be opposed to 
the persecution of minority races and religions. In order to give effect 
to my beliefs I have on occasion contributed to or identified myself 
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with organizations whose principles seemed to comeide with mine. 

Some of these organizations are now cited as subversive. At the time 
of my association with them I had no knowledge or suspicion that any 
of them were subversive. I joined them because I was motivated by 
idealism and good faith, and I believed that the organizations were 
devoted to the principles which they publicly represented. 

Naturally, like many others, I have since become more alert to 
deception and misrepresentation on the part of organizations which 
pretend to favor a worth-while cause. On a number of occasions, | 
have recently learned, my name was used without my permission or 
even my est If anv subversive organizations are using my 
name they are doing so without my permission. 

The bel liefs and principles to which I have subscribed in this state- 
ment have been part of me for many vears. Durmg my short pro- 
fessional career I have given of my means and my energy to a great 
many good causes which reveal where my heart lies. | have many 
times given performances at the Stage Door Canteen to entertain our 
servicemen. I have performed at Fort Dix and Fort Monmouth. — | 
have made appearances before the Police Athletic League of New 
York and at the St. Albans Hospital for veterans. | have posed 
aid in the publicity for the Salvation Army; Svdenham Hospital; the 
Blood Bank; the Heart Fund; the Cancer Fund: the Polio Fund; the 


Cerebral Palsy Fund; and the Red Cross. 1 have entertained our 


soldiers at Governors Island and I have made appearances before 
aircraft workers. 

During the war | played a role in a motion picture called Winged 
Victory, a picture produced and exhibited with the cooperation of 
the Air Force 

I will continue to accept my responsibilities as a loyal American 
citizen and to give such help as les in my power to worth-while 
causes designed to further and protect our American wavy of life. 

I love America. With all my heart 1 would defend it any time, 
anywhere, against any enemy. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have all this hatred for communism at the 
time you joined in the protest of om trial of the Hollywood Ten? 

Miss Houutpay. Yes. I did. 1 believe. and I know it sounds old 
hat, but I believe in the right to be something without believing in 
what that something is. For instance, when I was picketed by these 
people, | was horrified by it, but if someone had said, “Stop them 
from picketing,” I would say, ‘‘No, they can’t be stopped from 
picketing; that is their right to picket.” 

Mr. Arens. Is there any law in the United States, or was there 
anv law even at the time that you protested the trial of these 10 
Reds from Hollywood, which keeps anvbody from being a Com- 
munist if he wants to be? 

Miss Hotiipay. No 

Mr. Arens. These people vou knew were not being tried for being 
Communists, were they? 

Miss Honuipay No 

Mi ARI NS 7 he Vv were being tried for failure tO nnswel que stions 
respecting the security of this Nation before the House Un-Amerean 
Letivities Committees 


Miss Houtipay. Yes 
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Mr. Arens. Did you know that Mr. Hammer, who was a member 
of this one group, was a member of the Communist Party? 

Miss Houtiirpay. No. Alvin Hammer? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. Do you know of it now? 

Miss Houxiipay. Well, if you say it’s true, I know it. 

Mr. Arens. Have not all these investigators that you have em- 
ploved and these lawyers to run down your Communist-front affilia- 
tions and your associations with Communists, disclosed to you that 
Mr. Hammer was a member of the Communist Party and that in 
1945 he held Communist Party book No. 11810? 

Miss Houtuipay. No. 

Mr. Arens. They have not told you about it? 

Miss Hotumpay. Thev never unearthed that. 

Senator Watkins. Did vou tell them about the suspicion you had 
of this group that has been named? 

Miss Houurpay. | had no suspicions. 

Senator Warkins. None whatever? 

Miss Houurmpay. Absolutely none. If he was a Communist he 
certainly was peculiar about it, because we performed for war benefits 
before Russia got into the war, and if he was a Communist, why 
did he do it? 

Senator Warkins. Always keep in good standing because you are 
alwavs trying to make, the group were always trying to get ahead, 
and they could not get ahead unless they had popularity. You can 
see if he had come out and refused to give these publie benefits and 
only gone to those that were of the Red or radical type, he would 
not have been popular in this country. 

In other words, to make any progress in your profession this group 
would naturally have to give lip service to this country and its 
institutions. 

Mr. Arens. What is it that you abhor about communism? 

Miss Houuipay. | hate the idea that vou are dictated to in what 
should be the freedom of your own life; that you are told how to think 
and what to think and that you are policed in your thoughts. I hate 
the idea that they try to make everybody like everybody else and that 
that state comes first and that the individual doesn’t matter for 
anything. 

Mr. Arens. How about the materialistic philosophy of com- 
munism? 

Miss Houurpay. I don’t know what you mean. 

Mr. Arens. Do you believe in God? 

Miss Houturpay. Yes; I do. 

Senator Watkins. Are you a member of a church? 

Miss Houuipay. No. 

Mr. Rrrkinp. May I ask one other thing? 

Senator Watkins. If you want to suggest? 

Mr. Rirxinp. To make an inquiry if I may. 

Senator WATKINS. Yes. 

Mr. Rirxkinp. We have searched for the kind of ad which Mr 
Arens suggests that she supported for the indictment of the Holly- 
wood ten. We have not uncovered any such ad. Mr. Arens refers 
to it as an existing fact, and we do not want to challenge it, but | 
would like to see it. 
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Mr. ARENS The W itness has viven ho record here today with refer- 
ence to ner protest or attitude of protest with respect to the trial of 
the Communists from Hollywood. 

Mr. Rirxrnp. I am aware of that. 

Miss Houurpay. I mentioned to you before that in my mind it was 
associated with resentment against the employers, the moving-picture 
studios. 1 don’t know what it was that I signed the ad to. I don’t 
know whether it was after they were indicted or not. 1 assume that 
since you sald so it was true 

Myr. Akens. You are not suggesting that 1 made this up, are you? 

Miss Hoturay. No, | am not, but a great deal of the material 
that you have there has been gathered from sources which have been 
proven to be not reliable. For instance, | never was at a lot of those 
places where they say I was, and | know that to be the truth. I know 
also other evidence that has been put to me. kor instance, last 
summer the Catholic War Veterans said, ‘‘You are on record as having 
put your name to a petition June 26 for the’’—something or other 
dated June 26, New York. 

1 was in Rhode Island the entire month of June, so that 1 knew it 
was not true. So I said, “Will you please show me my signature?” 
No, they wouldn’t do that. So that was not true. 

Another thing they said to me, ‘You were seen walking in the 
vicinity of the ( ommittee for Alternate Measures,” something like 
that, a name I don’t remember, which has its location in the Village. 
The fact that I live in the village meant nothing. This was damning 
evidence against me. I know that some of the evidence that has been 
brought up has been hearsay, it simply has no basis in fact. Some of 
it has, and some of it hasn’t, and I am not sure just which is which 
sometimes. 

Senator Watkins. Now, Miss Holliday, one of the reasons v hy We 
have executive sessions is that we try to, in making an investigation, 
screen out a lot of the so-called evidence that is so flimsy that it should 
not ever be presented and unless there is substantial evidence indi- 
eating activity that might be harmful, we do not make these records 
publi But if there is, as we found for instance in this public em- 
ployees union, United Public Workers, we definitely found that the 
Communists were practically in control of that union, and of course 
it is a dangerous thing because thev have public emplovees and they 
even refuse to give us the names of the members of the union who 
worked for the United States Government 

Here they are. Your security and my security may depend on 
some of those things, and finding out the truth. So we are trying as 
much as we possibly can to avoid unnecessarily injuring a person, vet 
after all the good of the country as aw hole must prevail. So we have 
had a hearing. If we had had this hearing in public, vou know what 
would have happened. If we had let that happen, vou would have 
had television and many other things 

Miss Houuipay. That would have been my last appearance 

Senator Warkins. We are trying to protect people and their rights 
and not doing any more damage than has to be done. 

Miss Houurmpay. | appreciate that enormous!, 

Senator Watkins. We have had people here, some very prominent, 
and in many cases we have not given the information out, and in 
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others we have given it out because the testimony indicated their 
interest in these subversive organizations. That is our unp.ieasant 
duty. We do not like to quiz you. At least we have triea :o get 
your story. You are not the only one that will be brought in or has 
been brought in. We have brought in many. That is a job, un- 
pleasant asitis. Personally | would much rather find that everybody 
we brought in here was completely innocent and that we could find 
that there were not any subversive elements in this country trying to 
overthrow it, and | would sleep much better, and I would feel that the 
future of this country was going to be much happier and prosperous. 

I would be one that would be very happy if the committee could 
find that all of these charges were untrue. I wanted you to know 
that we do not have the same procedures as you find in a court because 
you are not on trial. We try to preserve some of the procedures at 
least of a court or a legal inquiry in trying to get the facts. 

You may be able to throw a little light on something. People who 
have been using your name as a prominent character, we want to 
know that because we do not want you deceived. 

Miss Houturpay. In my position it will never happen again because 
| have certainly learned, and I am sure other people have learned. 
A good story from now on has to be investigated. It is no longer on 
the face value of the story or who is connected with it, but it came a 
little late. 

Senator Warkins. It is unfortunate in a way for vou that you did 
have some of these associations and that your name was _ used. 
Whether you permitted it to be used or not, | am not passing on it. 
I say it is very unfortunate, but we are not deliberately going out of 
our way tohurt. 1 donot know whether this will ever be made public. 
I am not the one to decide; it will be the full committee. It may be 
or it may not be, but we trv at least to keep all those things in the 
executive session a matter of confidence unless there is some strong 
evidence indicating that some subversive influence has been working 
that will be against the public interest or that there is some compelling 
reason for releasing the testimony. 

Mr. Rirxkinp. May I thank you, Senator, for vour courtesy and | 
hope | have not transgressed too frequently. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be released from the subpena. 

Senator WaTKINS. So ordered 

Mr. Rirxinp. Mr. Chairman, is it permissible for me to obtain a 
copy of this transcript? 

Mr. Arens. You may study a copy of it as her counsel in our office, 
but it has been our policy not to let a copy go out of the office. 

Senator Warkins. It would not be executive any longer. If it 
got out and you had a copy you would be accused. 

Mr. Rirkinp. | shall certainly take advantage of the opportunity 
to come to the office 

Senator Warkins. We take it that you are going to observe the 
same rules: vou are not going to release anything about this? 


Miss Houuipay. Release anything? | would rather die. 

Senator Warktns. Your statement there, we have had witnesses 
come in and make a statement and then release it. 

Miss Houurpay. | would be d 

(Whereupon, at 1:10 p. m., t 
the call of the Chair 


IPO IN’ rmV own vrave. 
he subcommittec recessed subject to 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 1952 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SuUBCOMMITTER To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL 
Security Act AND Orner INTERNAL 
Security LAWS OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:40 a. m. in room 457 
Senate Office Building, Senator Homer Ferguson, presiding. 

Present: Senator Ferguson. 

Also present: Richard Arens, staff director; and Edward R. Duffy, 
investigator. 

Senator Fercuson. The committee will come to order. 

You do solemnly swear in the matter now pending before this com- 
mittee, being a subcommittee of the Judiciary Committee, that you 
will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Logs. I do. 

Senator FreRGusON. State your full name and address, please 

Mr. Lorn. Philip Loeb, 147 West Fifty-fifth Street, New York 
(ity. 


TESTIMONY OF PHILIP LOEB, NEW YORK, N. Y., ACCOMPANIED 
BY R. LAWRENCE SIEGEL, ESQ., NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Senator FerGuson. What is your occupation? 

Mr. Lorn. Actor. 

Senator Fercuson. How long have you lived in New York City? 

Mr. Lorn. Some 30 years. 

Senator Ferauson. Where were you born? 

Mr. Logs. Philadelphia. 

Senator Ferguson. All right, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly give us, if you please, a brief résumé of your 
education prior to the time that you became engaged in professional 
activities? 

Mr. Lors. I was educated in the public schools in Philadelphia 
high school, and the University of Pennsylvania. I went through a 
dramatic school, the American Academy of Dramatic Arts, as pre- 
liminary to 2 years in the war. 

I was an actor for about a year and then spent 2 years in the First 
World War; and then have been in the theater ever since. 

Mr. Argens. And you are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you? 
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Mr. Logs. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel? 

Mr. Logs. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Will counsel kindly identify himself? 

Mr. Stecer. R. Lawrence Siegel, 55 Liberty Street, New York 
mn. Te. 

Mr. Arens. Now, kindly give us, if you please, Mr. Loeb, a 
thumbnail sketch of your professional activities, your professional 
engagements, since you became an actor? 

Mr. Logs. | will try and remember them as best I ean. 

Mr. ArEns. We do not mean in too specific detail; just in general. 

Mr. Lors. Well, | have been in the theater in New York City since 
about 1916; that was my first engagement. I have been playing in 
Broadway plays off and on ever since. Also worked as a stage man- 
ager and also as a director to some extent. 1 played in three moving 
pictures, Room Service, Double Life, and Mollie—The Goldbergs. 
1 was also on the Goldbergs’ television program. 

Mr. Arens. What is your present activity? 

Mr. Lorn. Well, I am receiving alimony right now from Mrs. 
Goldberg. I was thrown off the air because my name was in Red 
Channels, and | am living on the money that she pays me to satisfy 
the contract I had with her. 

Senator FerGuson. What was that? 

Mr. Lorn. I was joking. | am an ex-husband of Mrs. Goldberg 
on the air, and therefore | get money every week for satisfaction of a 
contract that | had. I also do some teaching. 

Senator Fercuson. She is a mythical figure? 

Nir. Lorn. She is Mollio Goldberg of ‘The Goldbergs, and she is 
really Mrs. Gertrude Berg. I had a contract with her which was 
broken on account of trouble, because my name was in Red Channels. 

Mir. ArEeNs. Are you presently a member of any actors’ professional 
group? 

Mr. Lows. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Arens. Of what group are you a member? 

Mr. Lorn. Actors’ Equity, American Federation of Radio Actors, 
Screen Actors’ Guild, Television Authority, Actors’ Fund. 1 guess 
that is about all. 

Mr. Argens. Have you ever been a member of the Group Theater? 

Mr. Lorn. I don’t know whether you would call it exactly a mem- 
ber. I ph ayed in several of their produe tions. I played in My Heart 
in the Highland, and Night Music. That is all. 

Mr. Arens. What caused your association or affiliation with the 
Group Theater? 

Mr. Logs. Well, pro. ossional affiliation, being hired as an actor, to 
appear in the pleas 

Mr. Arens. W ho hired you’ 

Mr. Lors. Harold C sik hort who was then head of the group. 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of time where vou associated with the 
Group Theater, or did you pe ‘rform in their produc tions? 

Mr. Lors. Well, I have known Harold Clurman for many years. 
I had some slight connection with a group—it was hardly a profes- 
sional connection, because | helped them put on a summer theater 
show once in about 193 32, but these professional engagements lasted— 
one lasted, I imagine, a couple of months, and the other, 5 or 6 weeks 
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or something. I spent a summer with them in Smithtown, Long 
Island. 

Mr. Arens. Who is or was Morris U. Schappes? 

Mr. Lorn. I only know of Morris U. Se happes. I never met him. 
T think he was convicted for perjury, wasn’t he? Wasn’t he a teacher 
that was convicted for perjury? 

Mr. Arens. Did you send a communication to the Governor of 
New York, with reference to the sentencing of Mr. Schappes? 

Mr. Lorne. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any way to account for the suggestion 
that you, under date of July 16, 1944, sent a communication to 
Governor Dewey, protesting the sentencing of Morris U. Shappes? 

Mr. Lorn. I would say that I have positively not done so. 1] 
remember getting, I think, through the mail, a request for such a 
message of this kind. This was after he was convicted, or something 
of that kind. As far as I know, | didn’t send anv message. This is 
news to me. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that this Group Theater has been cited 
by the California Committee on Un-American Activities as a Com- 
munist front? 

Mr. Lorn. I don’t think I did know that, no. 

Mr. Arens. Now, were you a member of the board of directors of 
Stage for Action? 

Mr. Lorn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of time were you a member of the 
board of directors of Stage for Action? 

Mr. Lorn. My guess, My recollection would be about 4 or 5 months. 

Mr. Arens. In what vears or what vear? 

Mr. Lorn. It was somewhere in the middle of the forties; I think 
1945 or 1946. That would be my recollection 

Mr. Arens. Do vou recall making a speech at the Negro Freedom 
Rally in 1945 at Madison Square Garden? 

Mr. Lorn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What was the nature of the gathering and what was 
the basis for vour appearance? 

Mr. Lorn. It was called the Racial Freedom Rally. I don’t know 
the exact nature of it. It was a kind of a thing done to honor Negroes. 
Mayor LaGuardia was there, and Rabbi Wise was there, and | think 
Representative Powell was there and Judge Hubert Delaney was 
there, and I think Channing Tobias was there. I think I was playing 
on Broadway in Over Twenty-One at the time, and I went over and 
| appeared for a minute or something before the show. 

Mr. Arens. Who enlisted your appearance? 

Mr. Lorn. i don’t remember who did that. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that that rally was under the auspices 
of an organization which has been cite ‘ by the Attorney General 
subversive? 

Mr. Logs. I didn’t know that; no, sir. 

Mr. Arrens. Now, what has been your association or affiliation with 


Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee? 


Mr. Logs. I don’t think I had any association with that at all, as 
I recall. 

Senator Frrcuson. Have you ever knowingly been connected with 
any Communist movement? 
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Mr. Lozs. No, sir. 

Senator Ferauson. None whatever? 

Mr. Lorn. Not in the sense that | recall any Communist movement. 

Senator Fercuson. Did you try to ascertain whether or not they 
were Communist movements? 

Mr. Lors. No; I don’t think I did. 

Senator Ferauson. How do you account for the fact that you 
would not give it some thought, as to whether or not some of these 
movements were Communist movements? 

Mr. Lorn. Well, I attribute that to the fact that, if the purpose of 
the movement seemed to me a laudable one, that [ was free to join it, 
and | had no compunction about joining with those that I assumed 
were good American citizens. 

Senator Ferguson. How could you assume that vou should join, 
even though the cause was laudable, if those who were sponsoring it 
had the ulterior motive of communism? 

Mr. Lorn. Well, 1 didn’t know that, Senator 

Senator FerGuson. Do you not think it is the duty of an American 
citizen to look into those things, to ascertain whether or not he may be 
sponsoring communism? 

Mr. Lorn. Well, you would only have that suspicion if you had 
something to be alarmed about, or to go on, to begin with, it seems to 
nie 

Senator Ferauson. Did you not have any reasons to believe that 
some of these movements were communistic? 

Mr. Lorn. | wouldn't say so. 

Senator FreraGuson. You would not say so. Think about it: 
Were there not some things of which you were suspicious? 

Mr. Lorn. No; | wasn’t suspicious of them because | felt that, if 
the purpose was a good one, | had a right to be in it. 

Senator Frereuson. There is not any doubt about your rights, 
Mr. Loeb You had the absolute right The question is Whether or 
not you ever thought about it. As | understand it, then, no matter 
whether vou knew that it was Communist-sponsored. with the right, 
as you say vou had-—-and I agree that vou had a right-—-vou would go 
in them today? 

Mr. Lorn. Today, | wouldn't do it. 

Senator Fercuson. Why? 

Mr. Loren. Well, the situation is different. 

Senator FerGuson. Why is it different? 

Mr. Lorn. Well, we have troops fighting in Korea against people 
who are probably egged on by Communists, and sponsored by Com- 
munists, and the international situation is much, much different now 
than it used to be. 

Mr. Arens. Communism is the same communism; the same 
materialistic philosophy? 

Mr. Lors. That may be, but the attitude of our own people is 
very much different. 

For example, even Senator McCarran spoke differently in 1939 
than he is speaking now, about communism, because I happened to 
be reading in a book called Arena—I was interested, because I came 
here to help the Federal Theater. It was attacked in the Senate, and 
Senator McCarran said that people were too much excited about 
Communist activities. That would be my explanation. 
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Mr. Arens. You said that you were ejected from the television 
program, the Goldbergs, because your name appeared in Red Channels? 

Mr. Logs. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. The truth is that you were evicted from the Goldbergs 
because Red Channels revealed the great number of Communist or 
Communist-front organizations with which you had been associated, 
isn’t that a fact? 

Mr. Logs. I would say that their listing my name in connection 
with these organizations, and the way that they listed it, plus the 
fact that Counter-Attack, which is the magazine which belongs to the 
publishers of Red Channels, also aroused people to write in to the 
sponsors against me, created what they call the controversial per- 
sonality. And my emplover, Mrs. Berg, has never accused me of 
being a Communist. In fact, she has stated my denial of being a 
Communist is good enough for her. 

Mr. Arens. How many Communist associations have vou been 
associated with? 

Mr. Loss. I don’t know. I couldn’t tell vou, exactly. Certainly, 
if you mean Communist organizations, none. 

Mr. Arens. How many organizations were listed by Red Channels? 

Mr. Lorn. There were 17 citations in Red Channels. 

Mr. Arens. Those were Communist-front organizations, with 
which Red Channels claimed you were associated? 

Mr. Lows. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Red Channels was in error about how many of those? 

Mr. Lorn. Well, I think my name was connected with all those 


that were in Red Channels. It is the inference that people draw from 
your listing there that affects vou 
Mr. Arens. Well now, in 1947, were you engaged in a controvers\ 


within the Actors’ Equity Association, with respect to a resolution 
alling for compliance with the non-Communist affidavit provisions 
of the Taft-Hartley Act? 

Mr. Lorn. Well, some time maybe around that time—the matter 
of an oath, vou mean? 

Mr. Arens. Yes 

Mr. Lorn. Equity has claimed that they are not liable to that law 
| believe that is a technical thing. | think Equity — it Is not 
under interstate commerce and ts not therefore a part ot Some- 
body—I think it was Elliott Nugent, brought in a motion. Is that 
what vou refer to? In the council? 

Mr. Arens. I just want vou to relate in your own words, what you 

call. 

Mr. Lorn. Elliott Nugent, one of the councilmen, proposed that 
everybody in the council take the oath, anyway. I objected to that, 
because | don’t believe in those oaths 

Mr. Arens. Why not? 

Mr. Lorn. Well, it seems to me it is kind of against one’s dignity 
to make a particular class of people swear that they are not Com- 
munists. I told the council, “I have no objection to taking the oath, 
but I think we should vote against it’? and I spoke against it, and | 
was very pleased, while it was passed by the council, and I signed the 
oath, that immediately following my stand, a motion was passed, 
which I think you will find in the minutes of the council, in which they 
expressed the greatest respect for the motives of those who opposed 











192 SUBVERSIVE INFILTRATION 


this oath. I don’t think the council felt I was a Communist, as the 
basis of my objection. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that you were among a group of citizens who signed a state- 
ment in 1947 in condemnation of the revocation of the charter of 
Queens College chapter of Youth for Democracy? 

Mr. Lorn. I never remember that at all. I don’t think I signed 
that. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a sponsor of the American Committee for 
Yugoslav Relief? 

Mr. Logs. Yes, I think so. 

Mr. Arens. What caused you to be a sponsor of the American 
Committee for Y ugoslav Relief? 

Mr. Lors. Humanitarian impulse and feeling. 

Mr. Arens. Didn’t you come to the realization at any time when 
you were associated with these members of Communist organizations, 
that the Communists use as window dressing these great humanitarian 
causes, to enlist. the support of the people? 

Mr. Lorn. Well, J am much more aware of it now than I was 
then, but it seemed to me that the causes themselves were justifiable 
enterprises, as I told Senator Ferguson. 

Mr. Arens. You are an intelligent man, Mr. Loeb. Didn’t you 
realize that the Communists proceed in this nefarious work in the 
United States in many instances, behind fronts? 

Mr. Lors. Well, I imagine that they were in some of these organi- 
zations, but I didn’t think it was particularly a nefarious enterprise. 
I didn’t think it was an enterprise that a loyal citizen could not 
justifiably indulge in; no, I didn’t 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever come to that realization, that the 
Communists use glamorous humanitarian names behind which they 
operate? 

Mr. Lorr. I think I am more aware of it now, as I look back and 
review the situation. I am more aware of it now than | was then. 
! also thought and said that it was a mistake to give the Communists 
credit for all kinds of good deeds. 

Mr. Arens. What makes you think that they have good deeds 
whic : they are performing behind the facade of a good name? 

Lorm Well, if a thing is for the relief of poor people—— 

ta Arens. How do you know that it is for the relief of poor 
people? 

Mr. Lorn. I assumed it was. 

Mr. Arens. What made you assume that? 

Mr. Lorn. I was perhaps too trustworthy in that respect, but I 
assumed that the purposes were as stated, and very often, in fact, in 
almost every one of these cases, a lot of very estimable people would 
join in these things. 

Mr. Arens. You are free to express yourself in greater detail. 

Mr. Lorn. Maybe I did get balled up. I meant that I felt that 
way. I remember somebody told me once that Dubinsky said the 
way he handled it was that if they ever proposed something good, he 
did something twice better in his union, but that wasn’t alw ays the 
case. The unions didn’t always do that. In Equity, for example, 
if the Communists proposed anything good, I would speak for it. 
There was a time in council when I was under the opprobrium of the 
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Communists. Somebody said, “We had agreed that if you brought 
anything up we wouldn’t agree, but later on we would bring it up 
ourselves.” 

Mr. Arens. Did you sign a letter which went to the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities purporting to censure the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities for inquiring into the political 
opinions of private citizens? 

Mr. Loss. I don’t know just what you refer to. I did think at 
the time of the Hollywood Ten, for example—I thought that was an 
improper procedure on the part ‘of the committee. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Logs. I thought that in our country a man’s political beliefs 
were private; that was the purpose of the secret ballot, for example. 

Mr. Arens. What makes you think that a Communist is just an 
individual of a particular political persuasion and not a member of a 
conspiracy to overthrow the Government? 

Mr. Lons. Well, I see that more clearly now. I see the Com- 
munist movement much more clearly now as a conspiratorial world 
movement, than I did then. 

Mr. Argens. Let me suggest something to you: If you and I and 
your counsel here decided that we were going to overthrow this 
Government, or become part of a plot to overthrow this Government, 
do you think that we would tell the world just what we were going to 
do, or do you think we would want to operate in a conspiracy behind 
the front of a legitimate political party’ 

Mr. Loss. I think that you might well do what you say. 

Mr. Arens. Haven't the committees of the Congress and agencies 
of the Government of the United States over the course of many 
many years, exposed the C — Party as a conspiracy? 

Mr. Lorn. Well, this is the difficulty I found 

Mr, Arens. Removed the mask from the Communist Party as a 
political party? 

Mr. Lorn. ! say that’s quite probable. 

ARENS. ee were you all that time? When you sent this 
letter to the House Un-American Activities Committee, what was the 
reason Why vou had not eve’ at that conclusion yet? 

Mr. Loren. The thing I cannot accept-—I don’t understand it 
myself—-why, if this is all true~-I understand the reasons for 1t from 
a civil liberties point of view, as long as it is a legal party, that it is no 
crime to belong to a legal party, as long as it is a legal party, and it 
seems to me that those people should have the right to privacy, as 
any citizen. 

Mr. Arens. Is there anything done on the part of the congressional 
committees that would indicate that any individual should not have 
that privacy? 

Mr. Lorn. Isn’t this the point that has since been decided by the 
Supreme Court of the United States, that they had the right to ask 
those questions? 

I thought you were referring to the fact that they asked the Holly- 
wood Ten, “Are you a Communist? 

Mr. Arens. No; I am referring to the fact that you sent a letter to 
the Committee on Un-American Activities, protesting the questions 
by that committee, of individuals, with reference to their Communist 
affiliation, membership, and activities, and I am trying to probe your 
motives. 
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Mr. Lorn. I don’t know what you are referring to, exactly. I 
thought you meant the matter of where they asked the Hollywood 
Ten, “Are you a Communist?” and they refused to answer. 

Mr. Arens. W hy isn’t that a proper question for a congressional 
committee to ask in the light of the known objectives and activities 
of the Communist Party, to overthrow the Government of the United 
States by force and violence? 

Mr. Logs. I think now there is no question, as far as the law of the 
land, that it is right, because the Supreme Court decided it. 

Mr. Arens. Why is it not, otherwise? 

Mr. Lorn. For the reasons that I tried to explain, that if you belong 
to a legal party, and you are an American citizen, you have the pro- 
tection of the American Constitution. 

Mr. Arens. Does the American Constitution protect a man who 
is engaged in a conspiracy, from the queries of a congressional com- 
mittee, queries as to that conspiracy? 

Mr. Lorn. I would guess not. 

Mr. Arens. What was the purpose of sending a letter to the House 
Un-American Activities Committee protesting their queries? 

Mr. Lors. I would say I wouldn’t equate being a member of a 
conspiracy to overthrow the Government with being a member of a 
legal party. I don’t think that is a fair equation. 

Mr. Arens. When have you—if you have—arrived at the con- 
clusion that the Communists are engaged in conspiracy? 

Mr. Lorn. I knew for a long time that the Communists kept their 
affiliations secret, but, vou see, during the period—lI think the danger 
became very clear to me, convinced me, after Korea, and there was a 
rowing feeling on my part as far as clarity of motives and menace, 
ioe over Czechoslovakia, and with the Korean thing, that left no 
question in my mind. 

Mr. Arens. When did vou endorse this letter? 

Mr. Lorn. I don’t know. 

Mir. Anens. At the time of the Holly wood Ten? 

Mr. Lore. I don’t really know. I was assuming that that was so. 
May | see the letter? 

Mr. Arens. I do not have a copy of the letter at the moment. 

Mr. Lorn. I don’t remember s nding a letter. 

Mir. AreNs. Signing a letter. Were vou associated with the Arts, 
Seiences, and Professional Council of the Progressive Citizens of 
America? 

Mr. Lorn. Yes; I think so. 

Mr. Armns. Now, what is your present opinion with reference to 
the propriety of congressional committee inquiry of individuals, 
regarding their Communist activities and membership and affiliation? 

Mr. Lorn. Well, I think they have the right, undoubtedly. 

Mr. Arens. I did not ask you about the right. I asked you about 
the propriety of it. 

Mr. Logs. I think that their motives are certainly praiseworthy, 
and I think that the end is a good one. I sometimes wish the pro- 
ceedings were different, frankly. 

Mr. Arens. What do you feel is wrong about the procedures? 

Mr. Lorn. Well, I feel that, although you are called as a witness, 
that doesn’t apply so much to private as it does to public sessions— 
when you are called as a witness at public sessions, you are really a 
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defendant, but you are at a terrific handicap in the matter of the 
judges and the juries, and the prosecutors. At the same time, you 
cannot cross-examine people who may have brought testimony against 
you. You cannot make any statements. You simply answer the 
questions. 

Mr. Arens. Do you feel that the proceeding here today is fair 
and in the public interest? 

Mr. Logs. I think so. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been treated discourteously or taken advan- 
tage of in any way? 

Mr. Lorn. No; but I do say this, Mr. Arens, that in all fairness, it 
hurts me in the profession to be summoned here 

Mr. Arens. What would you suggest as the alternative? 

Mr. Lorn. I don’t know. 

Mr. ARI NS. An individual who has been engaged in theatrical 
work over the course of many years, as such an individual, are you 
ready to confirm a suggestion I shall make that the theater is a 
medium of expression which can have tremendous influence upon the 
thinking, upon the conduct of people; the ideas disseminated in 
the theater? 

Mr. Lorn. There is no question about tt. 

Mr. Arens. And would you go along with me on the suggestion 
that it is in the public interest that the people of the Nation be 
informed with respect to those individuals who are disseminating 
ideas, and who are also members of the Communist conspiracy, or 
are under Communist discipline? 

Mr. Lorn. Well, they have that right. 1 think so; yes. They 
have that right 1 should think they would have to be awfully sure 
of their facts before they disseminate such information. 

Mr. Arens. You think it is in the public interest to have laws o1 
the books requiring the labeling of medicines, and the labeling of 
poisons which are sold to the public, do you not, so that the public 
will not drink iodine thinking they are drinking soda pop? 

Mr. Lorn. Surely. 

Mr. Arnens. Now, did you sign a telegram to the Attorney General, 
in 1949, urging him to investigate the Peekskill riots, and criticizing 
his prosecution of the 11 Communist Party leaders? 

Mr. Lorn. I don’t think so. 

Mr. «rens. Do you have any way to account for the fact that 
vour name was affixed to a telegram under date of September 15, 1949, 
urging the Attorney General of the United States to investigate the 
Peekskill riots and criticizing his prosecution of the 11 Communist 
Party leaders? 

Mr. Logs. I don’t think | gave anybody my name for that; no. 
I don’t recall it. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been affiliated with the radio commis- 
sion of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Lors. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know Louis Budenz? 

Mr. Lorn. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever known him? 

Mr. Lors. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Now, were you affiliated with the National Federation 
for Constitutional Liberties? 
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Mr. Lozs. I don’t remeinber what my affiliation was. I believe 
I signed a petition against the Diss committee that was sent out 
under their auspices. I may have been a member of that; but I 
can’t say for sure. 

Mr. Arens. That petition was back in January 1943, was it not? 

Mr. Logs. As I remember it. 

Mr. Arens. What caused you to participate in that petition? 

Mr. Loren. Well, in those days, you had to line up to be against the 
Dics committee. Everybody was against the Dies committee, from 
President Roosevelt to Walter Winchell, and, frankly, I read the 
first volume of the Dies committee, and I didn’t think their procedures 
were very admirable. In fact, | thought they sounded a little like 
Gilbert and Sullivan once in a while, some of the things I read. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that the chief purpose that they had——— 

Mr. Lors. The purpose was wonderful; yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now, you signed up as a member or sponsor of all 
these groups, that had laudal le purposes. Yet, you signed up in 
criticism of the Dies committee, which had a laudable purpose. Can 
you explain that? 

Mr. Lorn. You mean why I criticized the Dies committee? 

Mr. Arens. No. You said a little while ago that one reason why 
you had been affiliated with so many of these Communist fronts was 
because they had a laudable purpose, and you did not concern your- 
self too much with what was going on behind the scenes. Now, you 
just told us that the Dies committee had a laudable purpose. 

Mr. Lorn. Its express purpose was very laudable. 

Mr. Arens. How do you happen to have a different approach in 
your attitude toward the Dies committee from the attitude that you 
had expressed toward these Communist fronts? 

Mr. Lorn. I thought the Dies committee was doing damage to 
civil liberties, 

\{r. Arens. Did you look behind the scenes? 

Mr. Lorn. To the extent that anybody who was against it did. 
I know President Roosevelt was against it and that influenced me 
because I voted for President Roosevelt and I loved him and revered 
him. 

Mr. Arens. These Communist fronts had laudable purposes, too, 
didn’t they? 

Mr. Lons. Yes. s 

Mr. Arens. How come you did not look behind the window dressing 
on these Communist fronts that you were affiliated with up to and 
including, as we understand it, 1950? 

Mr. Lors. Well, I certainly think the Dies committee was a much 
more important thing than a Communist front organization. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think that is a satisfactory answer to my 
question? 

Mr. Lors. I don’t know whether it is satisfactory. I am just 
trying to answer the question. It is always bard to say “Why didn’t 
you do something?” It is for me, sometimes, because maybe I didn’t 
think. I don’t know. Iam not trying to say that everything I did 
was always right. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a sponsor of the End Jim Crow in Baseball 
Committee? 

Mr. Logs. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Arens. When was that? 

Mr. Logs. I don’t know exactly. 

Mr. Arens. What is your best estimate? 

Mr. Lorn. I should say, since this is 1952, 4 or 5 years ago; some- 
thing like that. 

Mr. Arens. Did it ever occur to you that that might be a Com- 
munist outfit? 

Mr. Lorn. No; I didn’t think so. I tell you, I did not bother 
myself in that respect. I liked baseball and I thought Negroes should 
be allowed to play. 

Mr. Arens. And you bothered yourself with looking behind the 
Dies committee, which had a laudable purpose? 

Mr. Lorn. | didn’t think whether this was or not. 1 love baseball 
and | thought they ought to have Negro players 

Mr. ARENs. You love this country and vou like the objective of 
rooting out wrongful people and throwing light on them. That was 
the objective of the nea committee. 

Mr. LOE B. Yes, Sl 

Mr. Arens. But you severe ly criticised the Dies committee because 
vou looked behind the scenes and found some things that you thought 
were improper? 

Mr. Lons. Yes, sir 

Mr. Arens. The question | have is why you did not engage in that 
kind of activity in these Communist fronts? 

Mr. Lors. | thought of the violations in the Dies committee. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever think of the violation of the safety of 
the American institutions by the Communists? 

Mr. Lors. Where the Communists violate the sanctity and in- 
tegrity of American institutions, I think they should be punished. 

Mr. AkeNs. What did you do toward exposing that, in the com- 
mittees that you were affiliated with? 

Mr. Logs. I never found any activity of that kind. 1 never was 
exposed to or associated with any activity of that kind. 

Mr. Durry. Who was Bob Reed, Mr. Loeb? 

Mr. Lorn. Bob Reed was a man who was prominent in Actors’ 
Kquity, and was a leader in a rank and file movement, and for quité 
a few years, was prominent in the activities of Actors’ Equity. He 
was a member of Actors’ Equity. 

Mr. Durry. At the time of his death in May of 1950, did you write 
& message in commemoration in which you lauded his activities in 
building of unions for the theater people? 

Mr. Lone. I sent a message to his funeral, praising him for his 
union work. 

“Mr. Durry. Was he known to you as a Communist? 

Mr. Lorn. He wasn't positively known to me as a Communist. 
He is known now as a Communist, and T know he was a Communist. 

Mr. Durry. Did vou know then that his general reputation around 
the theater community in New York was that of being a Communist 
organizer? 

Mr. Lorn. As a Communist organizer? 

Mr. Durry. Yes. 

Mr. Lorn. No; 1 wouldn’t say that. I think I knew that he had a 
general reputation of being a Communist. 
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Mr. Durry. Did you know that your message in tribute to Bob 
Reed was one of numerous messages which were received from the 
leading personalities of the C ommunist oie 

Mr. Lorn. I know now that it was; yes. I didn’t know when I 
sent it, that it was going to be. 

Mr. Durry. This was in May of 1950? 

Mr. Logs. Yes, sir 

Mr. Durry. Did you ever attend any meetings with Bob Reed? 

Mr. Lorn. Surely. 

Mr. Durry. Did you ever attend any Communist Party meetings 
with Bob Reed? 

Mr. Lors. Never. 

Mr. Durry. Did you know or do you know V. J. Jerome? 

Mr. Lors. I may have met him once. I am not sure whether I 
did or not. I would say ‘No’’, I didn’t know him. 

Mr. Durry. Did you know his occupation? 

Mr. Lors. I know now what his occupation was. 

Mr. Durry. What is your knowledge of his occupation at the 
present time? 

Mr. Lorn. I have heard him referred to as one of the leaders in 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Durry. In reference to V. J. Jerome, do you have any com- 
ment to make for the record, as to the circumstances surrounding 
your meeting with him? 

Mr. Lor;. Well, I was directing the sketches for a Theater Guild 
review called Parade and in that review there w ” a kind of montage 
dramatization of a poem called Newsboy by V. J. Jerome. I have a 
very vague recollection of his being at one of Me rehearsals once, but 
I am not sure if I did meet him because, when he was investigated 
and I saw the pictures in the paper, it didn’t look at all like the man 
I met. If it was, it was a very transitory thing. 

Mr. Durry. Did Bob Reed at any time attempt to recruit you 
into the Communist Party? 

Mr. Lorn. Never. 

Mr. Durry. Do you know of other people whom he did try to 
recruit into the Communist Party? 

Mr. Lorn. No; I do not. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Loeb, I pose this fact, and ask you to affirm or 
deny it: 

That you were a member of the Medical Bureau and North Ameri- 
can Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy? 

Mr. Lors. Red Channels has got me listed and before, when I said 
the citations were correct—this may be correct. I have no memory 
of being on that board, or ever attending any meetings. 

Mr. Durry. Do you have any remembrance of seeing your name 
listed on any letterhead, listed in any newspaper item, or in any fashion 
whatever, that you were a member or sponsor of that committee? 

Mr. Lorn. No;1 failed to find that one. I tried to find that once, 
but I didn’t succeed. I wasn’t able to locate it. 

Mr. Durry. Have any of the officers of this committee ever told 
you that you were recognized by them as a member? 

Mr. Lorn. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Durry. Did you or do you know John Howard Lawson? 

Mr. Lors. Sure. 
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Mr. Durry. John Howard Lawson was one of the many known 
Communist leaders, who paid tribute to Bob Reed, was he not? 

Mr. Lors. Yes;1 believe so. That is what the Daily Worker said, 
anyway. 

Mr. Durry. Did you see the writing, the clipping in the Daily 
Worker? ‘There was a very prominent article in the May 15, 1950, 
issue of the Daily Worker. 

Mr. Logs. That is right. 

Mr. Durry. And the Daily Worker is the official Communist news- 
paper, is it not? 

Mr. Loxrs. | suppose so. 

Mr. Durry. And it is their custom to give prominence in their 
articles only to either known members of the Communist Party, or 
stanch supporters or sympathizers of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Logs. I can’t answer that question. I don’t know whether 
they do that or not. I imagine they must mention other people than 
members of the Communist Party, or stanch supporters. They have 
a sporting page. I suppose it is not to be assumed that every mem- 
ber of the National or American League is a member or stanch 
supporter. 

Mr. Durry. Apart and aside from the comics and sporting page? 

Mr. Lorn. I imagine political news—yes. There was a time when 
the Communists were supporting Roosevelt stanchly, and I do not 
suppose Roosevelt was a Communist. 

Mr. Durry. Other than their review of political news? 

Mr. Logs. I don’t know about the Daily Worker, because I am 
not a reader of the Daily Worker. 

Mr. Durry. Did you read the May 15, 1950, issue of the Daily 
Worker? 

Mr. Lorn. The one with the account of Bob Reed’s funeral? 

Mr. Durry. Yes. 

Mr. Logs. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Durry. And you saw your name listed as the sender of a 
message of tribute? 

Mr. Logs. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Durry. That message being one of numerous other messages 
forwarded by very prominent officials of the Communist hierarchy? 

Mr. Logs. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Durry. Did it cause you to wonder what reaction your message 
would create, your message being one of numerous other messages 
received from the most prominent Communist leaders? 

Mr. Logs. You mean in the mind of the average reader? 

Mr. Durry. Yes. 

Mr. Lors. No; I didn’t think about that, no. 

Mr. Durry. What would be your reaction today? 

Mr. Logs. My reaction today would be—I suppose what you mean 
would be that people would think | was a Communist? 

Mr. Durry. Exactly. 

Mr. Lore. That might be; ves. 

Mr. Durry. Well, what is the answer to the question? What 
would your reaction be today? 

Mr. Logs. If they saw my name in a tribute to a Communist who 
had died f 

Mr. Durry. Yes 
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Mr. Loss. I suppose it might be thought that I was a Communist, 
or I wouldn’t have sent the message. On the other hand, some people 
might think I was a damned fool to send the message if I weren’t a 
Communist. 

Mr. Durry. Do you think that it is an extravagant conclusion for 
a person to draw, that you were a Communist sympathizer? 

Mr. Lors. No; I don’t think so. 

Mr. Arens. That was in May of 1950? 

Mr. Loss. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Prior to May of 1950, there had been numerous ex- 
posures of the Communist conspiracy in this country, had there not? 

Mr. Lorn. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And as of May of 1950, you were cognizant of the fact 
that the Communist organization was a network in this country, as 
a conspiracy, a foreign-controlled conspiracy, were you not? 

Mr. Lous. Yes. 

Mr. Arrens. Who is Millard Lampell? 

Mr. Lorn. He is a writer. 

Mr. Arens. What was your association with him? 

Mr. Loxs. I think purely professional; not very close or not very 
frequent. I think I was in some radio dramatizations that he made 
for the Theatre Guild. I think so. 

Mr. Argens. How about John Howard Lawson? Are you acquainted 
with him? 

Mr. Lozrs. Well, I played in one of his plays quite a long time ago. 

Mr. Aruns. Do you recall sponsorship of the midnight rally of 

“Broadway Supports the Miners’’? 

Mr. Logs. I don’t think I did give my name to that. I don’t 
think so. 

Mr. Arens. What is the organization ‘‘Broadway Supports the 
Miners’’? 

Mr. Lozs. I really don’t know. I will tell you what I think it was. 
I think it was some kind of a tribute to strikes, to a striking group of 
miners. I don’t know that there is any organization of that ‘kind. 

Mr. Arens. Now, you are a member or were a member of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Radio Artists? 

Mr. Lozs. Yes, sir-—TI am. 

Mr. Argens. Is there within the American Federation of Radio 
Artists a division on the basis of attitude toward Communists, a 
division among the membership? 

Mr. Lorn. There is a feeling, I would say, among some members 
of the AFRA, American Federation of Radio Artists, that there is a 
Communist movement there. A so-called artists’ committee was 
formed to combat their activities, the activities of what they would 
call the Communist movement, I guess. 

Mr. Arens. Within the organization itself; is that correct? 

Mr. Lors. Yes; that would be my belief and understanding. 

Mr. Arens. Which one of these forces are you identified with? 

Mr. Lors. I don’t know whether I am identified with either of them. 
When I said that was within my understanding, I didn’t say that I 
believed that there was that real division, but it is in Actors Equity 
that I have done most of my union work; very little with the American 
Federation of Radio Artists, because I don’t do much radio work and 
never did, although I was a member. 
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People who were active in getting better wages, better working con- 
ditions, were often from the very beginning of this rank and file move- 
ment, accused of being Communists. 

Mr. Arens. And were they? 

Mr. Loss. Some of them may have been. I was a member of that 
movement, and a very prominent member. I was not a Communist. 
I never was a Communist in my life. Therefore, I didn’t pay too 
much attention to the names they were all called. 

Mr. Arens. Within the Actors Equity Association, this question 
of attitude toward communism and Communist penetration is a very 
live issue, is it not? 

Mr. Lorn. I don’t think it is so live right now. It has been, though, 
in the last 18 years, off and on. It has bubbled up and burned up and 
been a hot issue. There is no question about that. 

There have been some bad flare-ups there. 

Mr. Arens. Back in the spring of 1948, were you involved in some 
accusations within Actors’ Equity Association, because of your 
affiliation with 21 Communist-front organizations? 

Mr. Logs. In 1948? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. Were you not sort of the storm center there of a 
big controvery within Actors’ Equity? 

Mr. Logs. In 1948? No;I don’t think so; not in 1948. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have a recollection of some time when you 
were? Perhaps I have the wrong year. 

Mr. Lorn. I was several times a center of stormy controversies 
particularly one. Maybe you are thinking about the one—I don’ t 
know about these 21 Communist-front organizations. That kind of 
throws me off, because I never remember that being brought up. 
But, in 1946 I ran on an independent ticket for council and there 
was a big blow-up on this very issue, and it was settled in a way 
that I think any fair-minded person, looking at the thing objectively, 
would certainly say “I question very much whether this man is a 
Communist, or he wouldn’t have the backing for reelection that this 
man had.” 

If you would like, I will tell you the circumstances. 

Mr. Arens. We would be very glad to have you proceed at your 
own pace now. 

Mr. Lorn. You see, there is a regular ticket in Equity as there is 
many unions or organizations, and the regular ticket is nominated by 
a regular nominating committee, and usually wins. 

Mr. Arens. There is a “We the People” ticket, is there not? 

Mr. Logs. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Arens. ‘“‘We the Undersigned?”’ 

Mr. Lorn. It is called the “We the Undersigned”’ ticket. 

Mr. Arens. Go ahead. 

Mr. Lorn. I was in council. In fact, I was in council from 193 
to 1950, 16 years. In 1946, I came up for reelection and the nomi- 
nating committee didn’t renominate me. The regular nominating 
committee didn’t renominate me. Now, to run independently in 
Equity, you have to have 15 people sign your nominating papers 
Four vice presidents of Equity and about 30 members of the council 
signed my nominating papers, and they are some of the most promi- 
nent and best names in the theatrical profession. Cornelia Otis 
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Skinner, Dudley Digges, and Raymond Massey are some of the 
people who signed my papers. I won, and there was a special meeting 
called to consider my candidacy in Equity. Hundreds of people 
attended even though it was some big day—I believe it was VJ- 
day. Hundreds of people attended, and I was elected. I think it 
was the first time that the regular ticket was broken under those 
circumstances, and I say that is a considerable tribute to me. I 
don’t think those people would have backed me for my candidacy, 
and I don’t think I would have been elected if people thought I was 
a Communist. 

Mr. Arens. What do you think they would have done if they 
thought you were pro-Communist instead of a Communist? 

Mr. Loxs. I don’t think I would have won. 

Mr. Arens. What explanation do you have to offer to this subcom- 
mittee, Mr. Loeb, for the fact—which you have not denied—that you 
have been affiliated in one way or another with a substantial number 
of Communist front organizations or Communist organizations. 

Mr. Logs. I thought they were laudable purposes. I have a pas- 
sionate belief in the traditional freedoms of this country. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think that the Communists have laudable 
purposes? 

Mr. Lores. Real Communists now? 

Mr. ArEns. Yes. 

Mr. Logs. I don’t approve of those purposes. 

Mr. Arens. Then how do you account for your protest against the 
activities of duly authorized committees of the Congress, in making 
inquiry with respect to Communist activities and Communist member- 
ship? 

Mr. Lors. Mr. Arens, if I am a Communist—which I am not—and 
you were authorized by the Government to interrogate me to find out 
if 1 am a Communist, which is a laudable purpose, if you flagrantly 
violate my rights, I think you do more harm than I could do as a 
Communist. I do not say you did do that, and don’t say I am a 
Communist. 

Mr. Arens. Isn’t your proposition there based upon a hypothesis 
that is unsound? 

Mr. Loes. Mavbe it is, but that was my belief. 

Mr. Arens. That is what we want to know. What is the basis for 
your belief that the interrogation of the Communists from Hollywood 

violated their rights? 

Mr. Logs. Well, with them—-that was later. That was in 1947. 
I thought it was a violation of their rights to ask them what political 
party they belonged to. 

Mr. Arens. Were you at that time of the opinion that the Com- 
munists were just an innocent legitimate political party of people 
wanting peace and happiness? 

Mr. Lors. I would make distinctions between the Communist 
Party and other parties. I feel there are two reasons why I was 
prominent in that Hollywood ten. I thought the entertainment in- 
dustry of which I am a member was getting a terrible trimming 
from adverse publicity. I thought it was getting an undeserved bad 
name, and I felt also that the matter of civil liberties was extremely 
important. 

Mr. Arens. Where were the civil liberties violated? 
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Mr. Logs. I thought in asking them these questions. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Logs. Because I thought it was to be protected under our 
Constitution. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think a man has the right to hide behind the 
Constitution if he is an individual engaged in a conspiracy; that the 
congressional committees have not the right to inquire with respect 
to conspiratorial acts? 

Mr. Logs. I don’t think the man has the right to hide a con- 
spiracy at all. I think conspiracy against the Government is a crime, 
and I am against it. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think the Communists engage in conspiracy? 

Mr. Lorn. I think there is a Communist conspiratorial movement 
throughout the world. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think the Communists in the United States 
are protecting the civil rights that we have in the United States? 

Mr. Logs. | don’t think they want to protect them. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think they are a menace to the country? 

Mr. Logs. Yes; I do. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think it is in the public interest to expose and 
identify them? 

Mr. Logs. By legal means. 

Mr. Arens. What has been illegal? 

Mr. Logs. I thought that was an legal thing that the Un-American 
Committee did. 

Mr. Arens. Then you looked behind the activities of the Un- 
American Activities Committee, is that correct? 

Mr. Logen. I don’t know whether I looked behind it. I felt that 
was an illegal action. 

Mr. Arens. Well now, the Un-American Activities Committee has 
had laudable objectives, has it not? 

Mr. Loges. I told you that I read the first volume of the original 
statement by Martin Dies, and it was one of the most beautiful 
statements a man could make. 

Mr. Argens. The Un-American Activities Committee has laudable 
objectives, has it not? 

Mr. Loren. Yes; I think so. I think this committee has, too. 

Mr. Arens. Did you at any time send letters of commendation to 
the House Un-American Activities Committee, in its laudable objec- 
tives? 

Mr. Lorn. No, sir; I have not. 

Mr. Arens. Have you at any time solicited funds to help in the 
way of exposing Communists? 

Mr. Loren. No; but it is like the man who never praises his wife’s 
cooking, or her dresses. 

Mr. Arens. But you have joined here, affiliated with some 21 
Communist-front organizations, and you tell us because you felt they 
had laudable objectives. I was wondering why you were looking 
behind the activities and questioning the motives of the committe 
with laudable objectives, and not having some little query in your 
mind, some little wonderment with respect to the objectives behind all 
these Communist organizations. 

Are you a Marxist? 
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Mr. Logs. To tell you the truth, I don’t know what Marxism really 
is. Iam very untrained, uneducated in that respect. 

Mr. Arens. What was your attitude with respect to the conviction 
of the 11 Communists in New York City? 

Mr. Logs. You mean in regard to the law, the Smith Act? 

Mr. Arens. In regard to the prosecution. Was that the thing to do 
or wasn’t it. 

Mr. Logs. Well, I think it was the duty of the Attorney General 
to bring the prosecutions, as long as the law was on the books. 

Mr. Arens. What do you think about the Smith Act? 

Mr. Lors. I would agree, so far as I know. I am not a great 
authority on constitutional law. 

Mr. Arens. You were a sufficient authority on constitutional law 
that you let your name be used in condemning the activities of the 
House Un-American Activities Committee, when you realized that 
your name had some weight and influence on public opinion. 

Mr. Lorn. I mean, you asked me as if I were. I really am not an 
authority. 

Mr. Arens. That is right. You were not any more at the time you 
condemned the House Un-American Activities Committee for inter- 
rogating the Communists than you are now. 

Mr. Lors. I think Douglas and Black were right, as far as I can see, 
and that the other judges were in error, but it 1s the law of the land, 
and I accept it. 

Mr. Arens. Did you do anything toward protesting the prosecution 
of the 11 Communists in New York City? 

Mr. Logs. I don’t recall doing a single thing to protest their 
prosecution or conviction. 

Mr. Arens. Did you protest the use of your name in the protest 
of the trial of the 11 Communists? 

Mr. Loss. I didn’t know it was used. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Loeb, we have asked you a series of questions 
here. We want to give you an opportunity to submit for our records 
any statements which you care to make here. 

Mr. Logs. Well, if I want to submit something in writing, can I 
write it up and send it to you? 

Mr. Arens. We would be very glad to have you do so; yes. 

Mr. Logs. Because I would rather do that, than ad lib it now. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Counsel, is there anything you want to say before 
we close? 

Mr. Sreceu. I just want to thank you for your courtesy. 

Mr. Logs. I do, too. 
™ Mr. Arens. The session will then be recessed, subject to the call 
of the Chair, and the witness is released from subpena. 

(Whereupon, at 12 noon, the subcommittee recessed, subject to 
the call of the Chair.) 
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Present: Senator McCarran. 

Also present: Frank W. Schroeder, professional staff member; 
Donald D. Connors, Jr., Edward R. Duffy, and O. K. Earl, investigators. 

Senator McCarran. The committee will come to order. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give before 
the subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary Committee of the United 
States Senate will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Ives. I do, Senator. 


TESTIMONY OF BURL ICLE IVES, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Mr. Durry. Mr. Ives, for the record, would vou please identify 
yourself by name, residence, and date and place of birth? 

Mr. Ives. Burl Icle Ives. I live at 524 Riverside Drive, New York 
City. I was born June 14, 1909, in Hunt Township, State of Illinois, 
United States of America. 

Mr. Durry. You are appearing before the committee this morning 
voluntarily and through your own personal desires in order to make 
known, for the benefit of this committee, certain points of information 
which vou think are relative and germane to the inquiry of the com- 
mittee’s investigation of communism in the field of radio and tele- 
vision; is that true? 

Mr. Ives. That is correct, Mr. Duffy. 

Mr. Durry. Would you please give a brief résumé of your education 
and your early professional activities? 

Mr. Ives. I came to New York in August 1933, and I was a student 
in music until about 1938. Then my first job was in the Rockridge 
Stock Co. In the fall of 1938 I went into a show, Boys From Syracuse, 
which ran until June of 1939. In the summer of 1939 I went to 
Hollywood and stayed with a friend of mine. His name was Eddie 
Albert. That fall I came back and went into a musical show called 
I Married An Angel, the road company. 
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On December 16, I went on a boat trip with Mr. Albert and did not 
get back to the show. I was too faraway. I got back to Hollywood 
the last of February, where I was hired to do a show in New York 
called Heavenly Express, and that ran for 7 weeks. I did my first 
radio show in June 1940. That was with NBC. Then I went to 
CBS on a sustaining basis and remained there until I went into the 
Army in, I believe, January or February of 1942. Just before that, for 
4 weeks I worked in Village Vanguard on Se ‘venth Avenue and One 
Hundred and Thirteenth Street. 

Mr. Durry. Will you continue with the résumé of your activities, 
and include your Army service and briefly your professional activities 
since your discharge from the Army? 

Mr. Ives. I went into the Army and went to Camp Dix and was 
transferred to Camp Upton and went in an Army show. I remained 
there until they went to Hollywood and I was transferred to the Air 
Force. I went into the Army Air Force, and the plan that I went in 
for did not come off, and I ended up and got discharged, honorably, in 
September 1943, at which time I came back to New York, but not 
until December. I stayed in California for a time. I lived with a 
friend of mine, Henry Morgan, the actor, not the comedian. 

In December I came back to New York and went to work for CBS 
again, at a fee of $100 a week for seven shows, I think, and then I did 
a record for Decca, The Lonesome Train, and then opened at Cafe 
Society July 10, 1944, and started rehearsals in Sing Out Sweet Land, 
the Theatre Guild show, October 9, 1944. That ran up until May, I 
believe, in Chic "Ugo, and we closed in Washington, as a matter of fact, 
ju ust about VE-day, or about in there. 

lhen I went to ¢ ‘slifornia and appeared in Smokey for Twentieth 
Cunt iry Fox. In 1945, in the fall, I got married. I guess I should 
include that. 

Then the next yearI did the Disney picture,So Dear To My 
Heart, and the next picture I did, which was in the same year, was 
Stations West for RKO. No, the next one was Green Grass of 
Wyoming, and then Stations West. In the meantime, I was on the 
Phileco program and there was another radio program that I did, the 
Reader’s Digest program for a time in 1945 before I went West to do 
Smokey. I remember in 1945 I went to Fort Jay and sang. I was 
also out at St. Albans. I went to a hospital up in the Bronx where 
there were a lot of old-timers from the First War. 

Mr. Durry. These were benefit performances that you were 
giving? 

Mr. Ives. Yes, sir. And during this time I also sang for Nick 
Kenney, who asked me to go over and sing at the canteen at St. 
Patrick’s Church. I also sang down at the Homes Church down- 
town. While I was in San Francisco I sang at a place called Paso 
Rob le ‘s for the Treasury Department, and then, as a matter of fact, 
on all of these concert tours where it was possible during those times, 
I always went to the veterans’ hospitals, but there were so many 
of them, I just did not know that it was important to remember. I 
have just forgotten. But I did numerous ones that I cannot recall. 
It w as a thing that I felt was very necessary to do, just for myself, 
and that I wanted to do and I never really kept any count, because 
it was unimport ant, except } ist to do it. 
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Mr. Durry. Allright, Mr. Ives. If you would, now, please continue 
with the brief résumé of your professional activities, and bring them 
up to the present time. 

Mr. Ives. In 1948, up to April 3, 1948, I was on a concert tour 
over the country. In May 1948, I went into the Blackstone Hotel, 
the Mayfair Room, where I had been before in 1945, as a matter of fact. 

Before this time T had been working as much as I could, in what little 
spare time I had, on an autobiography which was finished in the late 
summer, or early fall of 1948, so I came back to New York and 
finished up with the book and the work on promotion of the book. 

I went on a concert tour then again in 1949. I did some records 
first for Columbia and in 1949 I went on a concert tour and sang in 
Las Vegas at the Thunderbird Hotel. Then I came back to New York 
and went into rehearsals for summer theater work on a play, The 
Man Who Came to Dinner. At the same time I was a summer 
replacement for Mr. Walter Winchell for Kaiser-Frazer. 

After this I went to California and did The Man Who Came to 
Dinner, and did a film called Sierra for Universal International. 

Then in the fall I went on another concert tour by airplane, and 
started to try to get into the pop record field and did a lot of work on 
promotion to that end. After the concert tour I came back to New 
York and went right into rehearsals for She Stoops To Conquer. 

I should like to insert here, however, Mr. Duffy, that in 1950 I went 
overseas with the Military Air Transport Service. I interrupted the 
concert tour to do this, because I thought it was important to do, and 
I made a long trip to various parts of the world to entertain troops. 
I did 86 appearances in about 5 weeks. 

Mr. Durry. Was this under the sponsorship of USO shows? 

Mr. Ives. No, this was the Air Force, the Milits ary Air Transport. 

Mr. Durry. It was under the sponsorship of the Air Force that 
you were doing benefit performances at the various Air Force installa- 
tions throughout Europe? 

Mr. Ives. Well, it was not Europe. I did not go to Europe, I went 

» Africa and the Near East and to Greenland and Nova Scotia. 

Mr. Durry. All right, sir, if you would, please continue in bringing 
us up to date on your professional activities. 

Mr. Ives. I would like to submit for further reference a more de- 
tailed account of the benefit performances I have done which I do not 
really have at my fingertips at the moment. 

Mr. Durry. Very well, that list will be received for filing with the 
committee, or for inclusion in this record. 

Mr. Ives. From December 2, 1950, I was working on a television 
show for the Protestant Radio Commission, in which | appeared on 
Christmas Day in 1950. From January 1951 through February 2, 
1951, I was at the Copley Plaza Hotel in Boston, Mass., and I believe 
while in Boston I appeared for the Navy as well as the Army at the 
hospitals. Ialso appeared at that time for the March of Dimes. | 
also appeared at a children’s hospital. 

In February 1951 I wrote two children’s operas and finished them 
in March. In March I went to the Coconut Grove in the Hotel 
Ambassador, Los Angeles, and while there I did television transcrip- 
tions also. I came back and in May I went to the Olympia Theate 
in Miami, Fla., and in July I came back and did a bunch of reco ditan 
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for Columbia and transcribed 65 15-minute radio shows. In August 
I did The Man Who Came to Dinner again. After The Man Who 
Came to Dinner I went to Minneapolis, where I appeared at the 
Nicollet Hotel, at which time I went to the Army veterans’ hospital 
and performed, and I also appeared for the United States Treasury 
Department for a rally and took my guitar over and sang in some bank. 

After the engagement there I came back and stopped off in Detroit 
to appear for the Detroit Torch Drive, which was the equivalent of 
the Red Feather in other parts of the country. I was taken there b 
the Sister Kenny Foundation, who asked me to appear in her behalf. 
Then I went back to Detroit for 2% weeks at the Four Dukes Club. 
In November I came back and started to work on the Family Circle 
Show, a repeat of the Protestant Radio Commission television show. 

I went to Hollywood for some more transcriptions and came back 
and went to Nashville, Tenn., and did a number of recordings for 
Decca. I came back in March and went to the British Isles for a 
concert, radio, and television appearances, and have just arrived back 
in the States and came here. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Ives, there have been allegations made regarding 
your affiliation with various Communist-front organizations over a 
period of years. The committee will interrogate you this morning 
relative to these affiliations, asking for your comment thereon. Before 
we proceed into a detailed analysis of this record, do you have any 
general comments which you would like to place before the committee 
at this time? 

Mr. Ives. Yes, sir; I would, Mr. Duffy. I should like to say the 
reason I appear here this morning is the fact that my recent experience 
overseas has clarified my own mind in regard to my position in this 
case; not my position in regard to my thoughts on communism—that 
was settled a good many years ago, but in regard to appearing here 
and presenting my particular case. 

I should like to state that I made a decision a good many years ago 
in = to communism. I realized I] was not a Communist and did 
not believe in the Communist philosophy. But having been, for many 
years, around New York and in what they call the general labor move- 
ment, and at the time of the New Deal, I was in the middle of all of 
these artistic things that were happening. As a matter of fact, my 
first audience as a singer was various unions and so-called progressive 
organizations. At this time I sang for various groups wherever I 
could get an audience, because nobody would listen to me before, and 
to have an audience to sing my songs to made me very happy. 

My first premise was that I am a missionary, was and still am, for 
American folk songs. It was my ambition to bring these songs before 
the whole population of the United States, and that has been my 
prime aim in life. However, as I have said, I made the decision many 
years ago in regard to the Communist philosophy. I did not par- 
ticipate in any of those organizations. I believe that most of these 
organizations at the time sounded like very positive and good things 
to do. They were known as good causes, so I sang for many of these 
things, with the sole purpose of doing good and not evil. 

During all of this time there was never a question in regard to any 
of these organizations of the Soviet Union or Soviet Union communism. 
This was purely American business, so far as I was concerned, and 
had to do with various positive things 
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Now, in the past few years, people who have been affiliated with 
these organizations are regarded by many people as Communists, and 
some people have regarded me as a Communist. This made me feel 
a bit persecuted, and I resented this. In my own mind, I was very 
clear, but the fact that I was persecuted in my own mind made me 
sort of stick my head in the sand, and I was just going to say nothing. 

That brings me up to the point—it is a long way around—that while 
in Europe at this time I got my mind clarified, not in regard to any 
political things, because as I said before, that was clear, but my mind 
is clarified in regard to, well, let us say, my position in regard to this 
committee. I realized that it was my duty to come here and to tell 
you my position. I got to that point in this way: I was very fortunate 
to be able to go to Europe and sing. I was in Great Britain, France, 
and Italy. I happened to be, on the morning of May Day, in Rome. 
In the afternoon I was in Naples. There was a great deal of resent- 
ment of the United States that you could feel as well as see, and this 
annoyed me very much. And it was through my experience there 
with this feeling against my country that I began to realize that there 
is not this space where anybody who has been a liberal can esc ape to, 
and say, “I will have no part of this thing.”” There are only two po- 
sitions, and there has never been any thought in my mind of being for 
anybody at any time who is an enemy of my country. 

Mr. Durry. For the purposes of clarifying the record, Mr. Ives, 
when you state that there are only two positions at this point, do you 
refer to the fact that one position is pro-Communist and the other 
position is anti-Communist? 

Mr. Ives. That is right. 

Mr. Durry. All right, sir; will you continue? 

Mr. Ives. I have come here because I am a public figure, and 
because many people enjoy my singing. And I have come here to 
make my position clear for them, as w ell as for my own self. Before, 
when I felt put upon a little bit, I did not feel like coming down. I 
felt resentful that I should be cancelled off of a program because of 
this, because in my mind I knew that I was straight and clear. But 
I have really tried to dodge the, well, the embarrassment, or the 
responsibility, you might say, of coming down here. I just did not 
like the idea of coming, and I, quite frankly, tried to tiptoe out in the 
past few years and avoid appearing. 

However, when this thing became a little more agitated, in order 
to make my point clear in 1950 I went to the FBI and for the record 
told my story, that I was not subversive and was not against my 
country, and told as much as I could gather together at that point. 
Now I am here to clarify myself to you, and I want to say that as 
nearly as I can, I shall recall and give you as direct answers as I can. 
But many of these things were a long time ago, and as they were not 
particularly important to me at the time I did not pay very much 
attention to detail. To remember back, 5, 6, or 7 years is going to be 
tough, but I will do my best. When I can I will give you a straight, 
direct answer, and when I cannot, I will do my best to answer, and 
if I do not know I will just have to say I do not know. 

Mr. Durry. Very well, Mr. Ives. Questions will be put to you 
regarding new spaper accounts and other documented sources of infor- 
mation relative to your activities, including sponsorships and appear- 
ances with various Communist front organizations over a period ef 
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years. As questions are put to you for comment, would you please 
affirm or deny or comment as you see fit to the best of your recollection 
regarding your participation in these activities. 

According to the Daily Worker of May 9, 1944, it was reported that 
Burl Ives would participate in the cultural portion of the program 
at the public session of the 1944 national convention of the Commu- 
nist Party to be held in New York City on May 23, 1944. Would 
you please comment on this? 

Mr. Ives. I don’t recall this, and if I had been at a convention, 
I believe that I would have known it. 

Mr. Durry. Then is your answer that to the best of your recollec- 
tion you were not present? 

Mr. Ives. To the best of my recollection, I was not present, or I 
have nothing in my mind about this at all. 

Mr. Earv. Do you recall any negotiations with the functionaries of 
the Communist Party asking you to come and appear? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir. 

Mr. Durry. I state as a fact, and ask you to affirm or deny the 
fact, that according to a letterhead of the American Committee for 
Spanish Freedom, dated December 7, 1945, that you were listed as a 
sponsor of that organization. 

Mr. Ives. This is very possible, because during the time of the 
Axis in Europe I was very much bothered by the possibility of war 
and the Axis, and anything that bad to do against Hitler or Mussolini, 
or Mr. Franco, I did appear for those organizations. So it is very 
possible that my name should be on it. I don’t recall it, but I think 
I would have signed such a thing on that basis. 

Mr. Durry. According to New Masses of November 4, 1941, the 
name Burl Ives was listed as an entertainer for Stars For China Today 
under the auspices of American Friends of the Chinese People. 

Mr. Ives. This sounds very likely that I—I don’t recall it. Where 
was it? Could you tell me where that program was? 

Mr. Durry. It was apparently held in New York in 1941. 

Mr. Ives. Yes. I don’t recall it but, just thinking of myself at that 
time, I would have done it. 

Mr. Durry. Then it is possible that you had been there at the 
entertainment? 

Mr. Ives. It is very possible. I don’t recall it, but I think it 
quite likely that that is correct. 

Mr. Durry. Were you ever approached by anyone in an attempt 
to have you agree to become a sponsor for the American Russian 
Institute in Los Angeles, Calif., in their inauguration of a newly 
formed musical division of that organization? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir; I don’t recall anything of that. 

Mr. Durry. You do not recall having been approached? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir. 

Mr. Durry. Do you recall having been a sponsor for the American 
Russian Institute in 1947? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir. 

Mr. Durry. Is it possible that a request could have come to you 
or to your office for your sponsorship of this organization without 
your having known about it? 

Mr. Ives. It is possible, because at this time I did not handle my 
mail. I had secretaries, and Mrs. Ives sort of took over, and I was 
relieved of the burden of all the mail. 
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Mr. Durry. Then no action upon such a request would have been 
taken by you? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir. From 1944 or 1945 on, I was so busy that 
I practically had no time to sleep. And all of these things, the mail 
I got used to pile up in piles, and I wouldn’t even get to half of it, 
because it was all mixed with fan mail and requests for this, that, and 
the other. 

a Durry. I ask you to comment upon the fact that according 
to a leaflet of the Citizens Committee of the Upper West Side in 
19.46, your name was listed as a sponsor of this organization. 

Mr. Ives. This one has been a mystery to me. I had read it in 
the Red Channels book. Now I can give you some information on it. 

Mrs. Ives, my wife, went to a party, and it was there that there 
was some political candidate’s party of some kind, and she gave a 
donation in my name, and that must be the answer to that, because 
the organization I do not know. 

Mr. Durry. According to the New York Times of November 3, 
1947, page 19, the name of Burl Ives was listed as a participant in 
the broadcast Hollywood Fights Back. This broadcast on November 
2, 1947, was sponsored by the C ommittee for the First Amendment 
Can you comment on that, if you please? 

Mr. Ives. Yes sir. I appeared on the second broadcast. I had 
heard the first broadcast, and there were so many names, a great 
many names which were obviously very good Americans, and not 
left wing, that I concluded that it would be a proper thing for me to 
do. And I did appear and, as a matter of fact, I read on the air part 
of a column written by Drew Pearson. That was my speech. 

Mr. Durry. In connection with the Committee for the First 
Amendment, are you aware that the California Committee on Un- 
American Activities, in its 1948 report, stated that the CFA is “a 
recently created Communist front in the defense of Communists and 
Communist fellow travelers? Its immediate purpose is to create fa- 
vorable public opinion for the Communists who refuse to testify 
before the House Committee on Un-American Activities in Washing- 
ton, D. C.’’? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir; I am not aware of that, or was not. 

Mr. Durry. Were you aware of the implication or the possibility 
that this organization might have been a Communist-front organiza- 
tion at the time of your affiliation with it? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir; I did it because it seemed to me the proper thing 
to do because of the other citizens of repute who were on the program, 
the first one as well as the second one. 

There seemed to be an attack on the film industry and writers, 
and at that time it appeared to me that it was against a man’s civil 
rights, this investigation, and I felt it was wrong. 

Mr. Connors. May I ask a question? Do you recall specifically 
who indicated to you that it was against the civil rights of these 
people to be questioned before congressional committees? 

Mr. Ives. Yes. I got that idea from the first broadcast. 

Mr. Connors. I know, but what individuals convinced you that 
that was the proper action? 

Mr. Ives. I listened to a whole show. There must have been 20 
people on it. That was my conclusion at the end. 
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Mr. Connors. Mr. Ives, did you have any independent conversa- 
tions with people aside and apart from the broadcast in connection 
with that? 

Mr. Ives. I went over to Don Bernard’s house, and it was from 
there that Peter and I went over to some comedian’s house, and there 
was a meeting there about it, and that was when they called up and 
asked me to appear on the program. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall who called you and asked you? 

Mr. Ives. I believe it was Norman Corwin’s secretary. 

Mr. Connors. Speaking on behalf of Norman Corwin? 

Mr. Ives. Yes. He directed the program. 

Mr. Durry. Where was this meeting? 

Mr. Ives. It was at one of the very well-known comedian’s, but I 
don’t know which one. I just remember it was one of those very 
well-known comedians, who was not a Communist at all. And I 
remember that he was—as a matter of fact, all of the people at the 
party, I would say, were not Communists, people like Bogart. 

Mr. Connors. Was Edward G. Robinson there? 

Mr. Ives. I don’t recall him being there. 

Mr. Durry. I state as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny that 
according to the Independent dated June of 1945, that you attended 
a Midwest division meeting sponsored by the Independent Citizens 
Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. 

Mr. Ives. Yes, this is true, at the Stevens Hotel. This was to 
pay tribute to the memory of the late President Franklin D. Roose- 
velt. It was the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions. There were many people there. I know 
we had a picture taken, and I sang and they took up a collection. 
I remember that. That is about all I remember about it. 

Mr. Durry. Did you contribute to the collection? 

Mr. Ives. Oh, I must have; yes. 

Mr. Connors. What was the purpose of the collection? 

Mr. Ives. I don’t remember. This Arts and Sciences Committee 
at this time was also an organization that had a great number of 
people involved who were not Communists, and it was, so far as I 
knew, just a progressive organization, in the position slightly left of 
center. 

Mr. Durry. Did you know at the time that this Independent 
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions was the 
Communist-front organization that grew out of the Independent 
Voters Committee of the Arts and Seicnces? 

Mr. Ives. No; I didn’t know that it was. 

Mr. Durry. Are you now aware of the fact that the ICCASP has 
been cited by governmental agencies as a subversive organization? 

Mr. Ives. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Durry. I give to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
that on September 11, 1948, between the hours of 4 and 7 p. m., Mr. 
and Mrs. Burl Ives, of 14716 Nordhoff Street, Van Nuys, C alif., held 
a party at their home for the purpose of introducing a congressional 
candidate, William B. Esterman, running on the Independent Pro- 
gressive Party ticket. Invitations for the party were distributed in 
behalf of the Independent Progressive Party. ‘The entertainment at 
the meeting was to be furnished by Earl Robinson and John Howard 
Lawson, and the latter was to give a talk on civil rights, racial dis- 
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crimination, and free speech. Earl Robinson, William B. Esterman, 
and John Howard Lawson have been identified as members of the 
Communist Party. 

Can you comment on this, Mr. Ives, if you please? 

Mr. Ives. 1 remember that there had been a party at my house, 
but 1 was away at the time on a concert tour or something. Accord- 
ing to my wife, two young fellows came and asked for some money for 
the Wallace campaign and she refused. They looked around and 
asked if they might not have a party and she said that she felt that 
she should do this, so they had a party. They asked her if our names 
could be used, and she said that she refused them permission, because 
we were not members of the Progressive Party. She didn’t know who 
attended, and this is the first time, to this moment, that I have heard 
of the guests who appeared. 1 did know that Earl Robinson was 
there, but I didn’t know of anybody else concerned, and | don’t 
even know the name of that man running for something. So far as 
[ am concerned, | knew nothing of this. I have to wash my hands of 
it. My wife says that she was not at the party. 

This information that I have just now received from you, Mr. 
Dutly, I mean about these people that were there, these people who 
were there, I didn’t know that. 

Mr. Durry. Very well. 

Mr. Ives. That this party was held at my house, and the people 
who attended it, | was not aware of that at all. This probably 
accounts for an incident which occurred some time ago, where some 
publicity man, whose name I cannot tell you because | don’t know it, 
told the girl who was doing the hiring at a club in Palm Springs, called 
the Chi Chi Club, and recommended that I not be hired there because 
he had attended a Communist meeting at my house in California. 
This made me very angry because I knew there had been no such 
meeting, and | thought, well, I’ll just give the old boy a chance to 
prove this one, but “L was persuaded not to do that, because the 
publicity in it would be more detrimental than to have the man just 
say it. At the time I had no idea of it. So this clears that point up, 
of what this man meant. He must have been to this party. As a 
result of this, I didn’t get the booking in Palm Springs, and I didn’t 
get a booking in Las Vegas that I was slated for, because this man had 
made this statement to the girl and she was afraid to take the chance. 

Mr. Durry. According to the Daily Worker of March 1, 1942, it 
was reported that in connection with a photograph published of Burl 
Ives that Burl Ives would perform Monday evening at the Village 
Vanguard in a show and dance to aid the Emergency Joint Anti- 
Fascist Refugee Committee Fund. Do you have any comment to 
make on that? 

Mr. Ives. Would you excuse me? What was the date of that, sir? 

Mr. Durry. March 1, 1942. 

Mr. Ives. I was at this affair. I remember this thing. 

Mr. Durry. You are making reference to a program of this per- 
formance, Mr. Ives, that you are now holding in your hand? 

Mr. Ivus. Yes, sir. I have this in my scrapbook and brought it 
here. As a matter of fact, I brought all of the things that I ‘could 
find in this regard, to present to you. I remember being at this 
party, | remember singing there. 
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Mr. Durry. Were you aware at that time that the Joint Anti- 
Fascist Refugee Committee was a well-known Communist-front 
organization engaged in collecting moneys which ultimately found 
their way into the coffers of the Communist Party in this country? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir; I wasn’t aware of that. To me it was another 
good cause, so-called. 

At that time, we were engaged, or about to be engaged, in a con- 
flict with the Fascists, and anything that was anti-Fascist seemed 
like a proper thing to do, to be affiliated with. 

Mr. Durry. According to the Chicago Daily News dated April 17, 
1945, Burl Ives, the ballad singer, then currently appearing on the 
stage in Chicago, was to be the guest artist at the Spanish Refugee 
Appeal party for the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee to be 
held on April 21, 1945, in Chicago. Do you wish to comment on 
that, Mr. Ives? 

Mr. Ives. Does it say where it was? 

Mr. Durry. At 5012 Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago. 

Mr. Ives. I don’t recall having been to this party; however, it is 
possible that I did, because I had entertained at such parties during 
that time. Idon’'t recall it, however, it’s a long time ago. 

I do remember having appeared for this organization, the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee at various other times. I remember 
the name and that I did appear for them, but I cannot remember any 
specific place. It is very possible that I did appear there, too. 

Mr. Durry. Were these appearances at meetings sponsored by this 
organization made by you at any time with the knowledge that this 
organization was a notorious and well-known Communist-front 
organization? 

Mr. Ives. No sir. As a matter of fact, that term was not known 
to me at that time, and it was only later when the Attorney General 
published this list of Un-American organizations that I realized that 
they were Communist-front organizations. Before that they were 
liberal, do-good organizations, so far as I was concerned. 

Mr. Durry. I put it to you as a fact, and ask you to affirm or deny 
that the Daily Worker on June 11, 1941, in connection with its report 
on the League of American Writers Fourth American Writers Con- 
gress, stated that Burl Ives was included on the ‘‘Poets, Songwriters 
and Folksingers Panel.’’ I ask you to comment on this in any regard 
you see fit. 

Mr. Ives. I have no recollection of this organization at all. Of this 
organization I don’t know anything. I don’t remember ever having 
contact with them. I know I have never been in their office or had 
anything to do with their internal machinery. I may have appeared 
someplace, because I was running around singing any place I could in 
those days, but, in my mind, I have no recollection of any definite 
thing about the organization in regard to myself. 

Mr. Durry. This organization being the League of American 
Writers, which has been cited as Communist by the Attorney General? 

Mr. Ives. Yes; and I have nothing in my mind that I can remember 
that has any connection with it. 

Mr. Durry. I put it to you as a fact, and ask you to affrm or 
deny, or comment on this fact, that according to the Daily Worker 
for October 19, 1948, an article entitled “Five Hundred Leaders in 
the Arts and Sciences Back Wallace’”’ reflects that Burl Ives joined 
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as an Independent in the support of the candidacy of Henry A. 
Wallace through a statement issued by the National Council of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions. 

Mr. Ives. I don’t recall having endorsed Mr. Wallace for President. 
However, I did appear at one party where a collection was taken up 
for the campaign, and that was in Hollywood. As far as signing 
anything for Wallace, 1 don’t remember, but I don’t want to say 
definite ly that I did not, because pe rsonally, I had met Mr. Wallace, 
and I regarded him as a very honest man, though I don’t believe he 
would have been a good President, and I think it was proper that he 
should not be elected. I think that he was a very honest man and 
I had a personal regard for him. 

1 had been asked to sing for the Wallace convention and refused. 
I was also asked to sing for the Republican convention and refused. 
The Democrats didn’t ask me. So, since I refused to go down to the 
convention, | am dubious if I did sign any statement for Wallace 
However, as I said before, as a man | had a regard for him, and so I 
cannot really say, if I don’t recall it. I could say who I voted for 
now, but I don’t think that is proper, becagise 1 do think the ballot 
is a secret, one which we worked hard to get. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that this would 
be a good place to stop for lunch and then return at 1:30. 

(Whereupon, a recess was taken at 12 noon until 1:30 p. m. this 
same day.) 

AFTER RECESS 


Mr. Connors. Mr. Ives, to the best of your recollection, have you 
been affiliated with an organization called the New York Committee 
to Win the Peace? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir; I don’t know the organization. 

Mr. Connors. The publication called the People’s Voice in the 
issue of January 4, 1947, published a photograph of Burl Ives cap- 
tioned “Wandering troubadour, Burl Ives’ and a statement in con- 
nection with the picture indicating that you led a picket line of 
veterans in front of the United States United Nations delegation 
headquarters at the Hotel Pennsylvania. Will you comment on 
that, please? 

Mr. Ives. Yes, sir. As a matter of fact, that is one of the things 
we have brought with us. We have brought various things from my 
file in regard to this investigation, and that is one of the things. I 
wore a Santa Claus suit in that affair. As a matter of fact, the 
organization I didn’t know, and I just went because of the idea of 
wearing a Santa Claus suit. I just went, I didn’t investigate it at 
all. I might say that I wish I had not gone. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall who solicited your participation in 
that affair? 

Mr. Ives. As a matter of fact, somebody called my wife and she 
mentioned it to me, and so they brought over a Santa Claus suit and 
I did it. My wife recommended that 1 do it as a publicity thing 
before a concert. 

Mr. Connors. Then again this was a situation where a call came 
into your office and in response to that call, without having any 
personal knowledge of the affair, you participated in it; is that correct? 

Mr. Ivus. That is right, and it was a mistake to do so. 

97950—52—pt. 2-7 
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Mr. Connors. Mr. Ives, were you at one time on the board of 
sponsors of the Peoples’ Songs, Inc.? 

Mr. Ives. Yes; I was. 

Mr. Connors. Did you know that the Peoples’ Songs was cited as 
a Communist front by the California Committee on Un-American 
Activities? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir; not at the time. As a matter of fact, I supported 
this organization that much by the fact that it was an organization 
interested in folk music, and during the war they did several songs 
which were for the winning of the war. As a matter of fact, | 
remember there is only one of them that I learned, but I did it on the 
air once. I think to put the words in might be good, so I will sing 
it for you. [Singing.] 

I just got my Army call, 
Ran down to the Army hall, 


Sally come a-runnin’ like a cannonball, 
And I told her not to grieve after me. 


When I’m gone, don’t you, don’t you grieve, 
When I’m gone, don’t you, don’t you grieve, 

When I’m gone, don’t you, don’t you grieve, 
And I told her not to grieve after me. 


I’m a-gonna cross the ocean wide, 
With a Springfield rifle by my side, 
When Hitler’s beat you can be my bride, 
And I told her not to grieve after me. 

And then the chorus again. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Ives, do you recall who solicited your sponsor- 
ship of the Peoples’ Songs, Inc.? 

Mr. Ives. As a matter of fact, I don’t remember the occasion, or 
even what I did, or if I signed anything to sponsor it, but whether I did 
or not, because of its folk music and the things they were doing at the 
time, I agreed and would have, and at least my heart was for it. The 
only person that I knew up there, or was acquainted, was Pete Seegar, 
so it must have been he because I didn’t know anybody else. 

In regard to Peoples’ Songs, I should like to say that I have never 
been in their office, and that 1 hav e not been active in the organization 
There was only one time where I ever attended a program, and that 
was long before it was Peoples’ Songs. That is when they were called 
the Almanac Singers, and I attended a party down in the Village for 
Anne Molly Jackson, who was an old folk singer from Kentucky. 
Although they had these weekly, I never attended, but I went to this 
one in honor of Anne Molly. I was asked to join them a long while 
ago, but I didn’t for the reason that they wrote a song called I Hate 
War And So Does Eleanor which was against the President, and | 
thought this was in bad taste and didn’t agree with it. 

At this point I am certain that it has been a rather chilly relationship 
between this organization and myself, although we have worked on 
the radio and professionally together, and I am acquainted with Peter 
and one or two of the other people. But it has not been a warm rela- 
tionship, and the assistance that I have offered to them has been in 
the furtherance of folk music, and certainly never to further the pur- 
poses of the Soviet Union or any other organization that would be 
against our Government. 
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Outside of politics, there has been a sort of a group which has some 
sort of cohesiveness, you might say, of all of the ballad singers, and 
there are quite a number of them. Just by the nature of what we do, 
there is some kind of a relationship, a sentimental thinking about the 
songs and everybody interested in singing folk songs. As a matter of 
fact, when I first started on the radio at the Columbia Broadcasting 
System, back in the fall of 1940, the program was Back Where I Come 
From, and all of these folk singers worked on this program, so that 
there was an association then. ‘There were many singers in this group, 

Mr. Connors. So that your association with those people dates 
back to about what time? 

Mr. Ivus. From, I guess, 1939, 1940, along in there. At the end 
of this program, Back Where I C ome From, I was the one person that 
they kept on the air for a single, and the others were let go, which 
probably had something to do with the antagonism. 

Mr. Connors. | put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact, oar" you appeared as a sponsor of the Scientific and Cultural 
Conference for World Peace, held at New York C ity in the Waldorf- 
Astoria in March 1949. 

Mr. Ives. No; I had nothing to do with it. I didn’t sponsor it. 
I did not lend my name to it, because by now I know what is what, 
and I wouldn’t lend my name to anything. I would be very skeptical 
to lend it to any organization for anything. 

Mr. Connors. Then if your name did, in fact, appear on a list of 
sponsors, it was an unauthorized use? 

Mr. Ivus. It was unauthorized. I did not, I am sure, sponsor this 
organization, because now that I know we have it recognized, I did 
not; no, sir. During February and March I was on tour, and was not 
in New York City at all. I continued on tour until April 27. What 
particular date is this? I could tell you where I was. 

Mr. Connors. I do not have the date. I have March 1949. 

Mr. Ives. I would like to present for you my itinerary and show 
you where I was at this time, and here it is. It vives exactly the date 
of my concerts and where I was, and I can d finitely say that this I 
did not sponsor. 

Mr. Connors. So that from your records and from your recollection 
it is plain that you were not present physically? 

Mr. Ives. I was not present physically, and this I can definitely 
say, that I did not sponsor, or have anything to do with. 

Mr. Connors. You did not authorize the use of your name in that 
connection? 

Mr. Ives. No, this I can definitely state. 

Mr. Connors. The Daily Peoples World, which is a west coast 
Communist newspaper, in its edition of April 12, 1947, indicated that 
Burl Ives and other national figures were listed on the program of the 
Save the United Nations rally to be held in the Shrine Auditorium 
on April 18, 1947. Would you please comment on that? 

Mr. Ives. I have never, to my knowledge, appeared at the Shrine 
Auditorium for anything, so that I can say that I was not there, and 
I do not know anything about this rally or its purpose. This is the 
first I have heard of it, when Mr. Connors has mentioned it. 

Mr. Connors. Then, can you categorically state, Mr. Ives, that 
you did not lend your name to the Save the United Nations rally? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir; I did not lend my name to that. 
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Mr. Connors. Were you present, or do you recall being present 
in New York City on December 12, 1946, at a dinner at the “Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel, which dinner was sponsored by the Southern Confer- 
ence for Human Welfare? 

Mr. Ives. In 1946? I believe this was a dinner to honor Joe Louis, if 
I am not mistaken, and | had been asked to perform at this affair, 
and I agreed to do so because I wanted to meet Joe Louis. It so 
happened that I got busy and I was not able to appear. However, I 
would have, had I had the time, but I was not there. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall any partic ulars in connection with the 
invitation that was extended to you? 

Mr. Ives. That was done through the office. It was suggested that 
I do it, and I wanted to do it because of Joe Louis. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall any other connection that you may 
have had with the Southern Conference for Human Welfare? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir; I don’t recall anything. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge and recollection, 
were you in 1949 or 1950, or any time prior to that, a member of the 
Advisory Council of the Stage for Action? 

Mr. Ives. No, I have never seen the Stage for Action. As a matter 
of fact, I don’t know what they have done. I have never been at any 
of their meetings. 

Mr. Connors. Are you aware of the fact that Red Channels indi- 
cates that you were a member of the advisory council, and a sponsor 
of Stage for Action? 

Mr. Ives. I did read it there, but I didn’t recall any connection 
with it. 

Mr. Connors. Then your answer to the question is that you had no 
connection with the Stage for Action? 

Mr. Ives. No, I have not had any contact with them. 1 wedi 
have any idea who headed it or what it does, or anything, because I 
have never seen their production or had any kind of talk about them 
in any way with anybody. 

Mr. Connors. The Communist organ, New Masses, in its edition 
of May 20, 1941, listed the name of Burl Ives as one of the sponsors 
and participants in a testimonial given by the United American 
Artists, which testimonial took place on May 17 1941, at 135 West 
Seventieth Street, New York City. Do you have any recollection of 
that affair, Mr. Ives? 

Mr. Ives. I remember going to some dinner. I was not at the 
dinner but I remember I ran in and sang a song at some kind of a 
dinner, but I don’t know if that was it or not. It is possible that I did 
appear there. At this particular dinner that I went to, I remember 
the Almanac Singers were there, and I ran in and sang a song, and as I 
performed, I remember they joined in on the chorus and that made 
me angry. 

Mr. Connors. Have you any recollection of sponsoring or attending 
a bon voyage party program given by the United American Spanish 
Aid Committee on February 20, 1941? 

Mr. Ives. In 1941, I don’t recall, but it is possible that I did, 
because at that time I would have done such. So I don’t know, 
but it is quite possible. 

Mr. Connors. The New York Times for March 3, 1945, carried 
an advertisement entitled ‘For America’s Sake: Break With Franco 
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Spain,’ which advertisement was published by Veterans of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade, and the name of Burl Ives was listed as 
a sponsor of that particular advertisement. Do you recall that 
incident? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall having any affiliation whatever with 
the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade? 

Mr. Ives. Yes; before that, back in, I don’t know, about in 1938 
or 1939, I did appear for an organization called Friends of the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade, and as a matter of fact, they paid me, as those 
were professional jobs and I went out and would get paid $5 or $10. 
I made part of my living that way. But I did appear for the Friends 
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, it was called. 

Mr. Connors. Let me ask you at that point, if you appeared on 
January 19, 1947, at the Belasco Theater in New York City on 
behalf of the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade? 

Mr. Ives. On January 19? No, sir; that would have been impos- 
sible. At that time I was working in the Chicago Theater in Chicago, 
Ill. As a matter of fact, I opened there on the 25th of December 
1946, and I did six shows a day there until February—well, I was 
there 32 days. 

Mr. Connors. So that on January 19, 1947, you were in Chicago, 
playing at a theater in Chicago? 

Mr. Ives. Yes sir. I couldn’t have possibly been there. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Ives, the subcommittee has no further questions 
as such at this time, but we would like to give you an opportunity to 
put into the record any statement or any documentary material that 
you might like to give us. 

Mr. Ives. Mr. Connors, now if you have a little time to spare, I 
would like to bring up two further points in this discussion. 

Mr. Connors. Take as much time as you wish. 

Mr. Ives. There are a couple of things I would like to clear up. 

At the Passport Division in the United States Passport Department, 
they told my wife in April 1952, that there were two accusations 
against me, signed by some people. The first one was that during 
1943 and 1944 that I gave $250 each week to the Communist Party. 
I want to go on record as saying that this is absolutely untrue, because 
I would never have given that amount of money to anything, because I 
didn’t have that amount of money and because I didn’t make but 
$100 a week up until 1944, and then I only made $250. Later in the 
year 1944 I went into a show, Sing Out Sweet Land, and there I only 
started at $250. So, in the first place, it would have been impossible, 
and in the second place, I just want to go on record as saying that 
this is a lie. 

Mr. Connors. Even had it been possible, you did not make the 
contributions? 

Mr. Ives. Even had it been possible, I did not. I want to say 
that this is a lie. I never did make a contribution from my salary to 
any organization. I don’t say that I haven’t given money to things 
in the past which have since been called subversive, because very 
possibly I have, but there was no regular thing. 

The second point is that somebody has also signed a statement that 
1 am a member of the Communist Party; three people have. 1 want 
to say that this is also not true. I am uot a member of the Com- 
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munist Party. The only affiliation that I have had with communism 
was back in the spring of 1944; I went to some open meetings, dis- 
cussion meetings of an organization called the Communist Political 
Association. I did not go as a Communist, I went to find out what 
I could about communism, to see if it made any sense to me. I 
cannot give you exact dates on those, I can only tell you this: that 
I went to a few of those meetings over a period of time, and rejected 
this idea, and it has never come back into my mind, the possibility 
of being a Communist, because I am against that philosophy. 

Mr. Connors. Let me say that presumably the allegation you 
mentioned just prior to your recitation of the facts arose out of the 
meetings of the Communist Political Association which you attended, 
and I think that it is incumbent upon us to find out if you can rec all 
how many such meetings you did attend, and where the meetings 
were held, and specifically and importantly, who solicited your 
participation in those meetings. 

Mr. Ives. Yes, I will be very happy to tell you all that I can 
about it. 

I first talked to an old friend of mine. Iam very sorry that I have 
to bring up names in this matter, because I would like to be able to 
not mention other names, but I can’t. I will have to do it, because 
these people will have to do as I have done, and many others. They 
will have to make up their minds on this matter. So, in my heart, 
I have to mention these names, although a couple of them are very 
good friends of mine. It was through a talk that I had with Mr. 
Richard Dyer-Bennett. He had just started into these lectures 
himself, and it was through him that I went there. I can also say 
that I had a conversation with him a few years back, and we had 
both come to the same conclusion, and he had also rejected it and 
didn’t go back any more after, I think he told me it was 1945 or 1944, 
something like that. 

He went at the same time that I did, and we were really going to 
find out what this was about. From what I could gather on it, I 
didn’t like it. After a time I went no more and rejected the idea, 
and that is that. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall where these meetings were held? 

Mr. Ivus. Yes, sir; some of them were at Steinway Hall. 

Mr. Connors. Steinway Hall in New York City? 

Mr. Ives. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. And the other meetings? 

Mr. Ives. Well, I didn’t like this one, so I said, ‘‘Well, this is not 
for me.”’ So they said, ‘Well, wait a minute, there is a music group 
of musicians, and that will be more your stuff,’ so I went over there 
a couple of times, and that was no good. Then they sent me to 
another study group, it was some kind of an art club. Before that 
they gave me the name of this school which I went down to one 
time—to which, as a matter of fact, my wife went with me. She 
wanted to see what it was about, so we went down there to one class. 

Mr. Connors. Was that the Jefferson School? 

Mr. Ives. That is the Jefferson School, and I went there for one 
class and said—I was very bored, to tell the truth. 

Mr. Earu. Where was the class held that the Musicians’ Group 
attended? 
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Mr. Ives. That, I can’t remember. I think it was some hall 
some place. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever attend any of these meetings in the 
home of any person? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall approximately or exactly how many 
such meetings you did attend? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir, but it couldn’t have been more than six or 
seven altogether. 

Mr. Connors. Did you pay any dues at any of these meetings? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir. I remember once they took up a collection for 
something. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever issued a card by any official at any 
of these meetings? 

Mr. Ives. I don’t remember. Let’s see, now, I believe I was given 
some kind of an entrance card. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall whether or not you were issued a 
membership card in the Communist Political Association? 

Mr. Ives. I don’t know, but I may have been. I may have been 
issued a card, because I remember I had something that got me in. 

Mr. Connors. Do you remember reading or seeing the constitution, 
or studying the constitution, of the Communist Political Association? 

Mr. Ivus. No, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Do you remember any sort of a card on which a 
stamp was affixed when you paid dues or anything of that sort? 

Mr. Ivus. No, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Ives, do you recall who else, with the exception 
of Richard Dyer-Bennett, was present at these meetings? 

Mr. Ives. Let me see. The last one that I went to, I went there 
with my publicity man of the time, who was Mr. Allen Meltzer. He 
was present then. Iam very sorry to use his name, but he will have 
an opportunity to say his say. 

Mr. Connors. Is Mr. Meltzer a Communist, to the best of your 
knowledge? 

Mr. Ives. Well, he was there, and I assume that he was affiliated. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have any evidence of his present political 
persuasions? 

Mr. Ives. As a matter of fact, I haven’t seen him in 3 or 4 years, 
I have not seen him. 

Mr. Connors. He is no longer associated with you professionally? 

Mr. Ives. No, sir; we made a change, and | have not seen him for 
a very long time. 

Mr. Connors. Can you recall anyone else who was present at 
these meetings? 

Mr. Ives. No. This was the last thing that they sent me to. 
There were some familiar faces there, but 1 cannot think of another 
name. But at one of the others I can. At the music thing there was 
a pianist, Ray Lev, she was there. At the music thing there was a 
boy by the name of Herb Kay, he is a conductor. And those are the 
only ones I can remember. The rest of them were strangers. _ 

Mr. Connors. After you ceased going to the meetings of the Com- 
munist Political Association, immediately after you ceased going to 
them, were you solicited to return and continue your attendance by 
any person? 
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Mr. Ives. I got telephone calls saying there would be meetings, 
or they would send pieces of paper or letters, but I just didn’t go 
any more. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge and recollection, 
would it appear to you a fair statement of the facts to say that this 
particular chapter or group or club of the Communist Political 
Association might have considered for record purposes that you were a 
member of that particular club? 

Mr. Ives. I don’t think so, because my position was one of—I 
wanted to learn. I wanted to check and see if this fitted my bill. So, 
as a matter of fact, on my last occasion there something happened 
which probably ended the deal. They wanted me to go out and pass 
out handbills about something, and I said ‘‘No,’’ and I was talking to 
some girl there, and I said, ‘‘Well, 1 haven’t made up my mind myself 
on this matter,’ and from the look I got I was quite certain I was in 
the wrong pew. So that was really the end of my association. 

Mr. Connors. So that if any Communist Political Association 
records showed you as a member, you would say that this was based 
upon an assumption on the part of the officials of the club making 
up the record? 

Mr. Ives. Yes. My idea was that I wanted to find out, I wanted 
to hear a clear, concise speech or understanding of what this was 
about, because there was so much talk bandied about in the night 
clubs and in drawing rooms, and all that sort of thing, that it was a 
confusing thing, and I wanted to hear a clear picture of it, to see if 
this was something that I could go with or not. And, as a matter 
of fact, I never did hear it, all I heard was a bunch of nothing. So 
I finally decided that I was going to find out some other w ay. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall the names of any of the persons who 
addressed those meetings who were more or less instructors there? 

Mr. Ives. Let me see, I remember one of those meetings where 
they had a book review of a book about Thaddeus Stevens, and some 
lady gave the speech, but I cannot remember her name. I think 
she wrote the book but I am not sure. She may have. 

Mr. Connors. Were any of the speakers or instructors introduced 
as functionaries or officials of the Communist Political Association? 

Mr. Ives. No, I don’t recall that they were. At the meetings 
there was really no talk of Russia or communism. It was sort of a 
win-the-war tack that they took, and it was strictly American. As 
a matter of fact, they never did get around to any kind of talk on 
communism. I guess that is why they sent me down to the school. 

So my wife finally said, ‘‘Listen, if you want to learn about com- 
munism, go and get a book and we will read it together because, 
this is hog wash.’’ She didn’t use that word. So I ‘agreed to that, 
and as a matter of fact we never did get to the reading. But at this 
position, at this time in life, I am not a bit curious about it, because 
the goings on in the world have pretty well cleared up any kind of 
question as to what it is, in, I think, everybody’s mind. 

Mr. Connors. Then, since 1944, or approximately that time, you 
have attended no meetings of the CPA or the CP? 

Mr. Ives. No, I had nothing to do with them. I don’t know 
exactly what the date was when I was last there, I cannot say, but 
whatever it was, it was the last one and I have had nothing to do 
with it and certainly would not. 
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Mr. Connors. If there were meetings of the CPA or the Commu- 
nist Political Association, it could not have been later than 1945. It 
probably was in 1944, 

Mr. Ives, during the course of this interrogation, the subcommittee 
has mentioned numerous affairs at which you played and at which 
you were present. Now, I am sure that this list we have is by no 
means exhaustive, and we would like, in the interest of fairness, to 
ask you to fill in the gaps. In other words, to let us know, and let 
the subcommittee know, where else you have appeared and for what 
purposes you have appeared. 

Mr. Ives. As a matter of fact, I have a list of my activities. I 
have tried to bring as much material to this hearing as I could gather, 
so I have a list of the things that I have appeared for, which I will be 
happy if you would look at, and insert them in this record. 

Mr. Connors. We will be happy to take anything that you wish 
to give us and put into the record. 

(The information referred to is as follows:) 


Buru Ives’ EXTRACURRICULAR AcTiviITIES 1946, 1947, AND 1948 


Notr.—Records of such activities for these years are fragmentary as no com- 
plete data exist, much having been lost in frequent moves from East to West. 
The following facts have been culled from such records as are still available. 


1946 


December 20, 1946: Appearance, noon-hour rally, steps of Subtreasury Build- 
ing, New York City. Sister Kenny Fund. 


1947 


September or October 1946: Auditorium and ward appearances at Long Beach 
(Calif.) Naval Hospital. 

January 19, 1947: Free Sons Foundation for Spastic Children. Appeared at 
benefit show for this organization at Chicago Civic Opera House with Tony 
Martin, Jerry Lester, ete. 

June 1947: Citation from the Juniors of the League for Crippled Children in 
‘appreciation for his wonderful songs which have brought so many happy hours 
to the crippled children of Los Angeles.’’ No records of the activities which 
evoked this tribute are available, having apparently been lost in the many moves 
from East to West. 


1948 


Sunday, May 14, 1948: Guest artist at I Am an American Day, Chicago, Il. 
Sang and made a short introductory speech. This was during an engagement at 
the Blackstone Hotel. During this same engagement he also appeared for the 
heart fund in Chicago, though the notices on this appearance have been lost 
among his records. 

August 1948: Returned to Van Nuys, Calif., for a summer of rest and last- 
minute revisions and editing of his book Wayfaring Stranger, he entertained at 
the San Fernando Veterans Hospital show several times—a show which Garry 
Moore did every Sunday from the hospital. This was an auditorium show and 
only ambulatory or wheel-chair patients attended. It was broadcast over a 
San Fernando Valley radio station. 

September or October 1948: Appearance in Philadelphia for the Treasury 
Department’s Savings Bond drive. Arranged through Press Section, of the 
Treasury Department, by the Treasury Department. 

September or October 1948: Philadelphia Bulletin’s newsboy benefit, coinci- 
dental with above. General Eisenhower other guest. 

October 1948: While doing an engagement at Minneapolis’ Radisson Hotel, 
appeared to entertain at the annual pheasant dinner for the patients at the 
veterans’ hospital there. 

December 12, 1948: Santa Claus at Akron Beacon-Journe! Christmas banefit 
show. 
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March 2, 1949: Appearance at veterans hospitals, Minneapolis. 

April 1949: Concert for blind, the Lighthouse, New York City. 

May 6, 1949: Appearance for patients at Perkins Institute for the Blind, Boston. 

May 7, 1949: Appearance at the New England Peabody Home for Crippled 
Children, Newton Center, Mass. 

May 10, 1949: Appearance for children at St. Euphenia Catholic Home for 
Crippled Children. 

December 22, 1949: Memphis (Tenn.) Veterans’ Administration Hospital. 

January 1950: American National Theatre Association benefit. Annual ANTA 
show. 

January 30, 1950: March of Dimes, Hotel Waldorf, New York City. 

February 1950: Appearance for Boy Scouts of Greater New York finance drive. 

February 21, 1950: Two spot announcements for broadcast use for 1950 Ameri- 
can Red Cross drive. 

February 17, 1950: Concert for Children of Bellevue Hospital. 

February 1950: Concert for children of Bentley School, New York. 

February 21, 1950: Herald Tribune fresh-air fund. 

February 13, 1950: Transcribed series for Boy Scout drive. 

February 1950: Armed Forces radio program. Made under direction of 
Colonel Christenberry. 

March 2, 1950: Glen Lake Sanitorium, Minneapolis. 

March 29, 1950: National Savings Bonds conference, Washington, D. C. 
Letter of thanks from Secretary Snyder. 

March 1950: Fund-raising interview for New York heart fund. 

April 1950: Transcribed radio program for national birthday party of Camp 
Fire Girls. 

July 1950: Transcribed a self-composed parody for broadcast release for 
National Safety Council’s National Farm Safety Week. Requested by 400 
farm radio directors. 

July and August 1950: Research and recording for historical America in song 
series for Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

September 22, 1950: Veterans’ Administration Hospital, Dearborn, Mich. 

October 9, 1950: Crusade for Freedom, Detroit. Composed a song and gave 
it to the Crusade for Freedom drive in Michigan, to assist in their campaign. 
It became the theme song of the Michigan Crusade for Freedom, via a transcribed 
record. Offered to national campaign for following year. 

November 11, 12: Entertained troops in Libya, Tripoli, Greenland, Newfound- 
land, under auspices of MATS (Military Air Transport Service). Thirty-five 
thousand miles in 3 weeks. Interrupted concert tour to do this. 

December 22, 1950: Two 5-minute programs for the March of Dimes. 

Christmas 1950: Christmas show for Protestant Radio Commission, Family 
Christmas. American Broadcasting Co. See attached script for public anti- 
Communist statement. 

Dates unknown: Recorded spots for National Cancer Foundation. Veterans’ 
hospital programs—transcribed show. 

February 2, 1951: Special concerts in psychiatric wards of United States Naval 
Hospital, Chelsea, 50, Mass. Special statement on beneficial effect this had on 
hostile patients, made by Lieutenant Commander Keating, of the hospital. 

April 27, 1951: Burl Ives appointed head of the Folk Department of the Music 
Research Foundation, 654 Madison Avenue, a nonprofit foundation which inves- 
tigates the therapeutic effect of music on disturbed patients. A special depart- 
ment recently inaugurated at Columbia University to augment and collate its 
investigations. 

May 17, 1951: Benefit cocktail concert at St. Regis Hotel, New York, for Music 
Research Foundation. 

May 1951: Encyclopedia Britannica series Historical America in Song, recorded 
by Burl Ives, made available to Department of Defense, with right to use for 
Armed Forces Radio Service, Information and Education Division. 

August 12, 1951: Appearance, United States Army Hospital, Camp Carson, 
Colo. 

September 7, 1951: Appearance at United States Naval Hospital, Newport, 
ie 

October 8, 1951: Personal appearance on radio program, Community Chest 
Salute— Minneapolis, Minn. 

October 1951: Appearance for disabled veterans and other patients, Glen Lake 
Hospital, Minneapolis. 


October 1951: Appearance in bond booth at Northwestern Bank in Minneapolis. 








SUBVERSIVE INFILTRATION 225 


October 23, 1951: Recorded hymns for Protestant radio hymn program. 

October 24, 1951: Guest for UN Day on Faye Emerson show, singing folksongs 
of many lands, 

October 1951: Detroit appearance of first radio show for 1951-52 Torch Drive. 

October 21, 1951: Guest artist, New York Philharmonic Symphony Society 
children’s Saturday matinee concert. Narrator in Peter and the Wolf. 

November 4, 1951: Benefit concert for church and Dobbs Ferry, New York. 

November 1951: Town Hall benefit appearance, New York City, for Man- 
hattanville Neighborhood Center. 

December 10, 1951: Transcribed radio spot for United Negro College fund 
campaign. 

December 1951: Joint appearance with Edgar Guest for blood donor drive of 
Assumption College, Windsor, Ontario. 

Christmas 1951: Second successive year starring in Family Christmas, pro- 
duced by Protestant Radio Commission. 

Addendum: Following August 12, 1951, appearance at Camp Carson, Mr. Ives 
remained in Colorado Springs two extra days because of a polio epidemic, to raise 
money for the emergency, at the request of the mayor of Colorado Springs, and 
did two benefit performances for the area—one at Colorado Springs and one at 
Denver. 

March to May 1952: Concerts in British Isles. 

April 27: Entertained United States servicemen, Chateau Roux, France. 

April 30: Special audience with His Holiness, Pope Pius. 

May 4: Entertained American servicemen, Naples, Italy. 

Mr. Ives. You see, as I told you before, my mission is the peddling 
of American balladry and folksongs, and I appeared wherever I could 
get an audience, especially in the early days when folksongs were not 
accepted. 

So it was not only at these organizations I appeared, but I have a 
list of other places 1 have appeared, which I have given you. This is 
only a very few of them since it was not my purpose to keep a list, 
but here is a list of the veterans’ hospitals, the crippled children’s 
hospitals, and the bond drives and various other places at which I 
appeared, and churches, and one thing and another, which I would 
like very much for you to take notice of. 

Mr. Connors. We are very happy to accept them into the record. 
Most of these appearances which you have just mentioned, I take it, 
were made witbout remuneration; is that correct? 

Mr. Ives. Of these last ones? 

Mr. Connors. Yes; that is, the children’s hospitals and so forth. 

Mr. Ives. Yes; those were all benefits for various organizations. 

Mr. Connors. On the other hand, Mr. Ives, some of the other 
appearances you have made with respect to which we have interrogated 
you, as, for example, appearances before the Friends of the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade, or Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, were 
in the nature of professional appearances, for which you received a fee; 
is that correct? 

Mr. Ives. Yes. Many of the ones I got paid for, never very big 
fees, but I got paid for a lot of them. 

Mr. Connors. But they were not benefits in the sense that the bond 
drive and the crippled children’s hospitals and veterans’ organizations 
and soldiers’ organizations were? 

Mr. Ives. Not all of them. Some of them were, sir, I am sorry to 
say. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have, Mr. Ives, a series of letters by way 
of testimonials which you desire to have incorporated in the record? 

Mr. Ives. Yes; I have kept a few of those letters that I have re- 
ceived from various organizations thanking me for the work that I 
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have done, and I should also like to give you those and have you take 
notice of them, if you will. 

Mr. Connors. The subcommittee will be happy to incorporate them 
into the record. 

(The letters referred to are as follows:) 


VE1£RANS’ ADMINISTRATION HOSPITAL, 
Memphis 4, Tenn., December 22, 1949. 
Mr. Burt Ives, 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Ives: We want to sincerely thank you for coming to our hospital 
during your recent visit in Memphis and entertaining the patients here. 

They greatly enjoyed your program of musie and much pleasure was afforded 
them. Since most of our patients are required to spend the greater part of their 
day in bed, such entertainment is of value to the hospitalized veterans, and is a 
good morale builder. They appreciate community life being brought to them. 

Thanks again for the giving of your time and talent and for your interest in our 
patients. We hope it will be possible for you to be with us again. 

Yours very truly, 
F. C. Casstpy, M. D., Manager. 


Tue LIGHTHOUSE OF THE 
New York ASSOCIATION FOR THE BLIND, 
New York 22, N. Y. 
Mr. Burt Ives, 
Care of John Stein, St. Moritz Hotel, New York, N. Y. 


Dear Mr. Ives: Please accept my thanks for the wonderful evening you gave 
the blind here at the Lighthouse. You have many friends among the blind and 
everyone tells me how much they enjoyed hearing you sing. 

Here are a set of photos for you which I thought you might like to see. 

Some of our people hope to be at your recital at Town Hail this Saturday. The 
best of luck t you. 

Sincerely yours, 
Louise KINTNER, 
Director of Public Relations. 


New ENGLAND PEABODY HOME FOR CRIPPLED CHILDREN, 
Newton Centre 59, Mass 7 May ee 1949. 
Mr. Buru Ives, 
Copley Plaza Hotel, Boston, Mass. 


Dear Mr. Ives: Thank you so much for coming to visit our children and the 
New England Peabody Home last Saturday. It was a real treat for the boys 
and girls and they all enjoved your entertainment very much. It was kind of 
you to give so generously of your time and talent and we are all most grateful. 

Your interest in the happiness and welfare of our little patients is very much 
appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 
N. 8. Smiru, Superintendent. 


CHILDREN OF BELLEVUE, SUBSTITUTE MOTHERS, 
: February 17, 1950. 

Dear Mr. Ives: I cannot tell you how much we enjoyed and appreciated your 
performance at Bellevue Hospital. The children, I know, were more than pleased, 
for the expressions on their faces alone told me this. Later repercussions in 
conversation from both the children and the adults said to me, ‘‘When will he 
come again?” 

Thank you, Mr. Ives, for your delightful entertainment to some of our many 
patients. I, too, hope that some time in the future you would honor us with 
another visit. 

With sincere appreciation, I remain, 

Gratefully yours, 
Norma A, ALESANDRINE. 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 
Washington, April 4, 1950. 


Dear Mr. Ives: May I express my personal thanks for your appearance on the 
March 29 dinner program of the National Savings Bond Conference. Everyone 
there was charmed with your inspiring artistry. 

With all best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
Joun W. SNYDER, 
Se cretary of the Treasury, 


OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER, 
UNITED States NAVAL HospITAu, 
Newport, I. c. September 25, 1981. 
Mr. Buru Ivgs, 
Casino Theater, Memorial Boulevard, Newport, R. I. 

My Dear Mr. Ives: On behalf of the patients and staff, I wish to express our 
most sincere appreciation to you for coming here on September 7 to entertain the 
patients. 

It was indeed a treat for us to be able to see and hear the famous Burl Ives. 
Your singing of various ballads was delightful and enjoyed immensely 

It was very considerate of you to give up time for the purpose of visiting and 
entertaining us. 

With kindest regards to you, I am, 

Very sincerely yours, 
F. R. Moore, 
Captain, M. C., United States Navy, 
Commanding Officer. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
UNITED Srates Savincs Bonp Division, 
Minneapolis 2, Minn., October 10, 1951. 
Mr. Burt Ives, 
Nicollet Hotel, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Dear Mr, Ives: Your very gracious help in our bond booth at the North- 
western Bank on Tuesday resulted in our selling $1,150 in Fk bonds 
I want to express the appreciation of the State defense bond committee and 
the staff of the State bond office for your generous help. Your appearance not 
only helped us sell bonds, but was, I believe, an inspiration to the volunteers and 
to the community. 
Most sincerely, 
Joun C. Corne ius, State Chairman. 


THe AMERICAN NATIONAL Rep Cros 
UNITED Sratt NAVAL HospPITAL, 
Chelsea ) Mass., February 8, 1951 
Mr. Burt Ives, 
Copley Plaza Hotel, Boston, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Ives: Mere words could hardly express our appreciation for your 
visit to the wards in this hospital on February 2 We have been privileged to 
meet and escort a great many entertainers, but we can truthfully sav that we 
have never worked with anvone who was so popular with the staff and patients 
alike. Jt would be hard to sav whether the patients were more pleased with 
your singing or your friendly personal chats afterward 
’ The fact that the doctors on two of the wares took time from their busv 
schedules to express their eppreciation of vour attention to their petients, shor 
be a great source of satisfaction to vou. The petients are still excited and pleased 
that such a busy person as you ere would teke a whole efternoon to come o 
entertain them. 

We found you extremely pleasart to work with and only hope that vou will be 
coming our Way again soon. 

Very truly yours, 


RoseEMARY Warp 
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Mr. Connors. Mr. Ives, do you feel that it is incumbent upon those 
persons who have been in some way, however slight, affiliated with the 
Communist Party, or the Communist Political Association, to come 
forward and tell of their experiences in the sense that they have a 
civic or a moral or patriotic duty to make this disclosure? 

Mr. Ives. I believe it is the duty of every citizen to say where he 
stands. 

Before the committee adjourns, I would like to say one thing: 
that it is human to err. I made some mistakes, and I want to thank 
this committee for the very fair and democratic way in which you 
have heard my story. I believe that in no Communist country would 
such a hearing be possible at all. 

Mr. Connors. Thank you. 

(Whereupon, at 2:50 p. m. the committee was recessed, subject to 
the call of the Chair.) 


xX 





